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1.) Thefamilyisanintimatedomesticgroupmadeupofpeoplerelated

tooneanotherbybondsofblood,sexualmatingorlegalties.Itisthe

smallestandmostbasicsocialunit,whichisalsothemostimportant

primarygroupfoundinanysociety.Itisthesimplestandmostelementary

groupfoundinasociety.Itisasocialgroupconsistingofafather,mother

andoneormorechildren.Itisthemostimmediategroupachildisexposed

to.Infact,itisthemostenduringgroup,whichhastremendousinfluence

onthelifeofanindividual,from birthuntildeath.Italsoaccountsforthe

mostenduringsocialrelationshipfoundinsociety.

Familyisagroupofpersonsunitedbytiesofmarriage,bloodor

adoptionconstitutingasinglehouseholdinteractingandinter-

communicatingwitheachotherintheirrespectivesocialrolesofhusband

andwife,fatherandmother,sonanddaughter,brotherandsister,creating

acommonculture.

2.) I)Procreation:Familyisaunitthroughwhichprocreationtakesplace.

Marriagesanctionssexualrelationships,anditalsoestablishesafamily,

whichisfurtherreinforcedwiththebirthofchildren.

 II)Socialization:Familyisanimportantagentofsocialization.Theprimary

socializationofanyindividualtakesplacewithinthefamily.Theimmediate

familymembersteachallthebasicrulesandnormsofsociallifetoachild.

III)Helpspreserveculture:.Familyisalsoanimportantagentofcultural



transmission.Cultureistransmittedfrom onegenerationtoanother

throughfamily.Alltheaspectsofculturearelearntwithinthefamily

structure.

IV)Economic/financialneeds: Afamilyfulfillstheeconomicneedsofits

members.Thisfunctionhasundergonetransformation,withfamiliesmoving

from beingproductionandconsumptionunitsinearliertimes,tobecoming

moreofconsumingunitsratherthanaproducingone.Now-a-days,members

ofafamilynolongerproducethingsthemselves;rather,theygooutandwork

forsomemonetaryremunerationorwages.

3.) ThesignificanttraitsinTraditionalAfricanFamilyarematrilineality,

patrilinealityandthepracticeofpolygamy.Thesewerethethingsthat

distinguishedAfricanfrom Europeans.Onewidelyknownaspectthat

distinguishestheAfricantraditionalfamily,sayfrom theEuropeanone,is

theperversityofpolygamy,polygamyistheactofanindividualbeing

marriedtomorethanonespouseatthesametime,butitismostpolygyny

thatispracticeinAfrica;polygyny,thelegalmarriageofonemantotwoor

morewomen,andbecauseofitsperversity,thepresenceandabsenceof

polygynywasasignificantdeterminantandindicatorofthenatureof

virtuallyeveryAfricansocialgroup.Thisisthebackboneofmost

TraditionalAfricanfamilies.Thiswepracticedtoincreasethechildrenso

thattherewouldbemoreworkerstodoworkfamilyfarmshencewealthis

gottenfrom familywork.

4.) Thetraditionaldefinitionofanuclear familyisafamilyunitthat

includestwomarriedparentsofoppositegendersandtheirbiologicalor

adoptedchildrenlivinginthesameresidence.Afamilythatconsistofjust

parentsandtheirchildren.Mynuclearfamilyconsistsoffourindividuals:I,

myfather(Mr.DunuSunday),mymother(Mrs.DunuVivian),myelder

brother(Chibuike),myolderbrothe(Chikezie)andmyyoungerbrother

(Onyekachi).Myparentshadfourchildren;threeboysandagirl(me).
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