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SECONDARYSOURCES

Commonly,secondarylawsmeandelegatedlegislationmadebyapublicofficer,

administrativeauthority,statutorybodyorgovernmentdepartmentorpublicagency,

pursuanttoaprimarylaw,whichhasdelegatedpowerstotthepublicauthoritytomake

suchdelegatedlegislationotherwiseknownassubordinateorsubsidiarylegislation.In

otherwords,secondarylawmeanslawswhichspecifysanctionsandthecircumstances

inwhichsuchsanctionsaretobeimposedonthosewhocontraveneprimarylaw,thatis

lawwhichdefinerightsandduties.

A)LawReports

ThesearereportedcasesofdifferentcourtswhicharecompiledtoenableCourts

(Judges)andLawyersmakereferencetoinordertoascertainthepositionofthe

law.ThishelpstofosterthePrinciplesofJudicialPrecedent.Lawreportingisthe

systematicpublicationofdecidedcasesinabookform calledLAW REPORT.

ThesearebookswrittenbyLearnedScholarsandJurists.InNigeria,wehave

LawofContractbyItseSagay,LawofEvidencebyAkinolaAguda,Constitutional

Law inNigeriabyP.A.Oluyede.AbiolaSanni’sIntroductiontoNigerianLegal

Methods.Itis importantto note thatcourts are notbound to follow the

submissionofanauthor.SeealsoLearningtheLawbyGranvilleWilliams

ThefirstLawReportinNigeriaistheNigeriaLawReport(NLR)whichemergedin

1881.Today,wehavequiteanumberofLawReports.Theseinclude:

NigerianWeeklyLawReports(NWLR)publishedsince1985byGaniFawehinmi.

SupremeCourtofNigeriaJudgments(SCNJ)

FederationWeeklyLawReport(FWLR)

AllFederationWeeklyLawReport(ALL-FWLR)

B)LawTextbooks

ThesearebookswrittenbyLearnedScholarsandJurists.InNigeria,wehave

LawofContractbyItseSagay,LawofEvidencebyAkinolaAguda,Constitutional

Law inNigeriabyP.A.Oluyede.AbiolaSanni’sIntroductiontoNigerianLegal

Methods.Itis importantto note thatcourts are notbound to follow the

submissionofanauthor.SeealsoLearningtheLawbyGranvilleWilliams



C)LegalPeriodicals-LegalJournalsandLawReviewandBarJournals

LegalPeriodicalscontainarticlesaboutemergingareasofthelaw,highlight

developments and changes in the existing law.Common LegalPeriodicals

include Law/LegalJournals,Law Reviews and BarJournals. There are

Professionaland Academic Journals,Journals published byLaw Faculties,

InstituteofAdvancedLegalStudies,NigerianBarJournalsandthosebyPrivate

Law Publishers.Law JournalarticlesusuallygothroughaprocesscalledPeer-

Reviewbeforepublication.

D)LawDigest

ALaw digestisameansofaccessingcaselaw bytopic.Itlistscasesdealing

withaspecificsubjectandbrieflysummarisesthepointsoflawdiscussedinthe

case.Itisessentiallyanindextocaselaw.

E)LegalDictionaries

TherealsoDictionarieswhichincludelawdictionariese.gBlack’sLawDictionary

whichgivedefinitionstowordsrelatedtolaw.


