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  QUESTIONS:

1. What is Family?

2. Discuss the Functions of the Family

3. Discuss the African Traditional Family

4. Discuss your Nuclear Family

5. Draw your Family Tree

                         ANSWERS:

1. According to George Peter Murdock (1949), he defined the family as a social group characterized by common residence, economic cooperation and reproduction. It includes adults of both sexes, at least two of whom maintain a socially approved sexual relationship, and one or more children, own or adopted, of the sexually cohabiting adults.

2. The functions of the family has been outlined from the functionalist point of view by George. P. Murdock (1949) and Talcott Parsons (1959, 1965b). Murdock argued that the Family performs 4 basic functions in all societies, which he termed Sexual, Reproductive, Economic and Educational. The sexual and reproductive functions helps in multiplying the members of the society and helps in fulfilling sexual desires among cohabiting adults. The economic function is for the production and preparation of foods and services. Lastly, the educational function is the process of socialization.

      Talcott Parsons on the other hand, has argued that the Family performs 2 basic functions, which are primary Socialization and Stabilization of adult personalities. Primary Socialization refers to socialization during the early years of childhood, which takes place mainly within the family. Stabilization of adult personalities in the family emphasizes the marriage relationship and the emotional security the couple provide for each other.

3. The African Traditional Family otherwise known as the Extended Family generally consist of three or more generations living in the same household or includes proximity. The extended family maybe vertically extended i.e inter-generational (between generations); horizontally extended i.e Intra-generational ( within generations).

4. My Nuclear Family is a type of family whereby it consist of two generations living in the same household, that's My Father(the Head of my family), My Mother( the vice- head of family and their children, that's my elder sister and myself.

5.                                      My Family's Tree
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