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Prepareabriefpaperonthecustomarylandtenuresystem inyourlocality
.Thisshouldbrieflycoverthecreation,ownership,managementand

determinationoffamilyandcommunallandinyourlocality.



[Abstract]ABSTRACT

Thiswriterlookstoexaminethecustomarylandtenuresystem inhislocality,thisisasystem
oflandholdinggovernedbycustomarylaw.Thecustomarylandtenuresystem wouldbe
exploredcloselypayingattentiontothecreation,ownership,managementanddeterminationof
communallandinhislocality.Theterm customarylawisusedinanumbrellaform inNigeria
asNigeriaisacountryisdiverseethnicgroupsandtribes.Howevercustomarylawshares
variousprinciplesfew ofwhichwillbeexaminedinrelationtothecustomarylandtenure
system oftheIBIBIOculture.

INTRODUCTION

Theterm customarylawhasbeendefinedbyvariousscholars,accordingtoMquekecustomary
lawisdefinedasthecustom andusagetraditionallyobservedamongtheindigenousAfrican
peopleandwhichform partofthecultureofthosepeople.itisthelawthatwashandeddown
from timeimmemorialfrom ancestorsandassuchitrepresentsacollectionofprecedentsand
decisionofthebygonechiefs.Customarylandtenureisverydifferentfrom statutorytenure
whichwasintroducedduringthecolonialperiods.Landremainsaverysoughtaftercommodity
becauseofitsnaturesosinceasfarbackaspossiblelandhasalwaysbeenassociatedwith
dispute.Toavoidthisdisputes,communitieshaveovertimebroughtaboutmodesorsystems
bywhichlandandinterestinlandismanagedorowned.

CUSTOMARYLANDTENURESYSTEM INUYOLOCALGOVERNMENTOFAKWA
IBOMSTATE

ThepeopleofUyoareundertheIbibiotribeofAkwaibomstatethetribeisamongthemajor
tribesinthestatethelocalgovernmentswhichareundertheIbibiotribeincludes
Itu,Uyo,Etinan,IkotAbasi,Ikono,Ekpe-Atai,Uruan,Onna,Nsit-Ubium andMkpatEnin.Allthese
Localgovernmentwhichfallundertheibibiotribetoalargeextentsharesimilarlandtenure
system notjustlandtenuresystem butcustom asawholemyresearchwillborderontheland
tenureoftheuyolocalgovernmenttheterm landisknowasISONG.Likeothercommunities
beforethecolonialeratheownershipoflandisacomplexissue.Theuyopeople recognizes
thepowertograntownershipoflandtotheOBONGwhoisknownastheking.inthisdiscussion
wewillbelookingatthecreation,ownership,managementanddeterminationoffamilyand
communallandinuyolocalgovernment.

1)CREATION:Customarylandtenuresystem islargelybasedonthenativelawsand
customsoftheuyopeoplebeforetheadventofthecolonialrulewhichbroughtabout
thelanduseactbutbeforethattherewasanorganizedcustomarylandtenuresystem
.Thecreationofcustomarylandtenurewasaroundthenativelawsofthepeople.The

creationofthelandtenurewasheldaccordingtothecommunityitwasseentobea
communallandthatistosaythecommunityheldlandasawhole.



2)OWNERSHIPOFLAND:Theterm ownershipsignifiesthehighestclaim tolandunder
thecustomarylaw.ownershipinthisstudywouldbedividedintotothreenamely;

A)COMMUNITY

B)FAMILY

C)INDIVIDUAL

A)COMMUNITYORCOMMUNALOWNERSHIP:wasaverycommonform ofland
ownershipamongtheuyopeople thisiswherethecommunityholdslandand
thelandisusuallyheldbytheOBONGwhoisthetraditionalrulerandlikethe
governorunderthepresentlegislationheholdsitintrustforthepeopleofhis
communitythepeopleinhiscommunityareseentobetrusteesofthethesaid
communallandandcommunallandareusuallywithinthesamegeographical
areasothereisdisputeswithothercommunitiesbecauseoflandsousuallyitis
theOBONGwhosharestheselandamongthepeopleofthecommunitybecause
sincetheyareindigenestheyhaveaninterestinthelandandtheselandsare
sharedaccordinglytothefamiliesitwasraretoseethelandgiventoan
individualandinthesharingofthecommunitylandsomelandwereleftoutthey
wereseentobesacredlandcalledAKAItheselandswerescatteredthroughout
eachcommunitytheywerecalledAKAIcausenoonewaspermittedtoclear
them forcultivationallburialgrounds,shrinesforvillagedeitiesandspotof
secretsocietiesweresacredsosuchlandwerenottobetemperedwithby
membersofthecommunitywhiletheremaininglandwastobesharedtothe
communitybytheOBONG.Disputeswhichcameupconcerninglandwas
broughttotheobongtosettle.

B)FAMILYOWNERSHIP:Thiswasalsocommonamongtheuyopeopleafterthe
landhasbeensharedtothem bytheobongofthecommunityitisthengivento
thevariousfamiliesofthecommunityandthisiswherefamilyownershipcomes
inherethelandishandedovertotheheadofthefamilyknownasMBONG
EKPUK hewasinchargeofthefamilylandandastheOBONGdidheisseento
holditintrustforthemembersofthefamilythepracticeamongtheuyopeople
atthattimewasseentobemajorlybutnotstrictlyprimogenitureinnaturewhere
therightofsuccessionbelongingtothefirstbornchildbutthatoftheuyopeople
waspatrilinealthatistosayitdidnotreallymatterifitwasthefirstbornithad
tobethefirstsonnotmindinghispositioninthefamilyitisalsocalledwest
inheritance.theheadofthefamilyallocatesvariouslandtomembersofthe
familyandifthereisanylandrelatedissueconcerningthefamilyitisbroughtto



heheadwhoistheMBONGEKPUKwhereheisunabletosettlesuchdisputes,it
wouldbetakentotheOBONG tosettle

C)INDIVIDUALOWNERSHIP:Individualownershipwasnotcommonintheuyo
communityitonlyhappenedwhenthefamilyhaddecidedtosharethefamily
propertyorhavedecidedtosellthefamilypropertyandinthesharingofthe
familypropertymustbeacceptedbytheprinciplemembersofthefamilyand
allocationofthelandbythefamilyheadisdifferentfrom sharingofheproperty
sharingofpropertygiveseachindividualtheirownlandwheretheyarethe
ownersanditnomoreinthefamilynameinthisdistributionitisonlyamongthe
malechildrensinceitiscustom thatawomancannotownlandespeciallywere
suchawomanismarriedeventhedeceasedwifeofmaybethefamilyheadis
excluded,unmarriedfemalechildrentooareexcludedtheydonothaverightof
ownershipratherhaverightofresidencetheymaybegivenlandtofarm onbut
cantownthelandorevengivenwheretostay.

3) MANAGEMENT:Customarylandismanagedaccordtoitsownershipwherethelandis
acommunallanditismanagedbytheOBONG whoistherulerorkingofthesaid
communityhehandleseverythingthathappensonthelandheisalsotheonewhosettle
disputesiftheoccurconcerningthecommunallandheholdsthelandintrustforthe
membersforthesociety

Hisactionstowardsaparticularlandismeanttobeforthebenefitofthecommunityas
awholeandnotforselfbenefitsaccordinglywhenthelandisunderfamilyownership
thelandismanagedbythefamilyheadwhoistheMBONGEKPUK heholdshelandin
trustforthemembersofthefamilyhealsotakesuanydisputesthatarisesfrom family
landheistheoverallheadofthefamily.wheretheownershipisindividualthe
managementIdonebysuchpersonunlesshemaybeappointssomeonetodoit.

4)DETERMINATONOFFAMILYORCOMMUNALLANDINUYOLOCALITY:Generallyland
inaparticularcommunityareseentobecommunallandsbutwheretheheadofthe
villageOBONGsharesthelandtothevariousfamiliesthoselandssharedarethen
knownasthefamilylandsandtheremaininglandifany,isstillacommunallandand
proceedsfrom suchalandisusedforthebenefitofthecommunityalsothesacredland
isstillseentobeacommunalland.Thecommunallandisstillhigherthanthefamily
landbecausethefamilylandisgottenfrom thecommunallandthatiswhyitispossible
amongtheuyopeoplethatforexampletheOBONGwhoistherulerorthekingcangive
anotherthatnobodyshouldharvestpalm kernelforaparticulartimesoallthepalm
gottenfrom thelandswhenthesoldthemoneywouldbeusedtomaybebuildaschool
orboreholewatersinceitisforthecommunityatlargetheOBONGhassuchpowerbut
althoughalllandinacommunityisacommunallandthelanddistributedtothefamilies



.ofsuchcommunitybytheOBONG isseentobeafamilyland.

CONCLUSION;

Lookingatthewriteup,itcanbeenseenthattheuyopeoplehadanorganized

customarylandtenuresystem anditisaccordingtothecustom ofthepeopleofuyo

communitywherelandisseentobeacommunallandanditisheldintrustbytherulers

whoisknownasOBONG suchapersonisthentaskedwithdistributingthislandtothe

familiesthatmakethecommunityandwhenitissharedtothefamilyheadsknownas

EBONGMKPUK theyholdthelandintrustformembersofthefamilyandtheyare

taskedwiththeequalsharingofthelandamongmembersandthesharingthosenot

makethem ownersofthelandthelandtenuresystem intheuyocommunityas

mentionedbeforeisPRIMOGENITUREANDALSOPATRILINEALIN NATURE.


