INTRODUCTION

The state is imo state Abba village nwangele local governmental area. Like most igbo communities this is a place that parctices the family holding in the ownership of land.

 The case of Okulade v Adesanya details what can be referred to as a family. Uwaifo JSC states that the body of person ls who live in one house or under one head including parents, children, servants... The group consisting of parents and their children wheater living together or not, in wider sense all those who are nearly connected by blood oraffimity.
 This land.holding by family has been the always and has been passed down from time immemorial from ancestors and as such represent the decisions of bygone chiefs.

ABSTRACT

This work is going to in detail explain how land in the Abba community, Nwangele local government is been held. How it is created, owned, managed and determined. And some of the short comings that can not be avoided due to it practice would be discussed here.

Customary land tenure system as held in Abba village Nwangele Local Government Area, Imo State.

· Creation: Unlike the yorubas or what we now have in the Land Use Act 1978, by which the oba or the governor was to hold land in trust for it's people or citizen respectively. The igbos generally did not practice this. In the Nwangele community it is believed that the creation of land is from first settlement. The first man with his family to claim such Landor settle in the Land would be regarded as the owners of the land. Through first settlement the land is passed down from generation. Each family head would dictate for the family in regards to the land.
There are hardly any case of one single individual owning land in this community except he/she purchase such land alone. This land have the title of each family name for reference. For instance going there referencing to a particular land the land doesn't bear a single persons name but the whole family name, like eg the Okafor family land or Ejiofor family land etc. 

This is an old way of acquisition of land and the court has established in the 1971 case of Ajala v. Awodele, were the Supreme court held that when a plaintiff case is that of one acquired through settlement, the question as to who granted it would not be allowed
. In the sense that this way of acquisition is so old and to gain that information might be next to impossible.

· Ownership: There is no individual ownership in this type of land unless and until it is partitioned. As observed in the case of Solomon & Ors v. Mogali where it was observed that in situations where a family head sold family land as his personal property, such sale would be void ab initio because he has no seperate individual interest to transfer to anybody.
 Hence no individual family member in regards to family land has any disposable interest either during his life time or his will.
This is similar to what happens in this community, No family member can take a specific part or In whole and specific as his alone. They are regarded as one body each and every member that own the land. Asfar as one is born into that family he is seen as part of the owners and cannot be left out. 

But this only applies to make children of such family. Female children are believed not to hold land and therefore cannot be owners of any land in that community.

· Management: like all family system of holding land the family head in Nwangele community personifies the family. And as established before this can only be the first make children of the family, female children cannot hold such position. So therefore the powers and the right of ownership of family land are vested the n, and are exercisable by him and on behalf of the family. Unlike communal land holding were the chief of the community or village is regarded as the trustee that acts on behalf of the people. In this case the family head is the trustee and acts on behalf of the family.
 The family make decisions and performs acts that will benefit his family and him.
· Determination:  This referes to how the family says of land holding is been stopped. How this relationship in relation to the land is been terminated. There are however several ways in which this  land holding comes to an end. And some are as follows.
· Sale; this is one of the most popular, the determination through this way is very easy as far as each and everyone of the members agreed or the head and other core members of the family. This would not bring dissatisfisfaction from any member from cases where the are all on the same page. This can also be referred to as Absolute transfer of interest in the land which includes cases where the land is given as gift to another person who becomes the absolute owner. 

· Partition; this is the act of sharing of the family property among the members of the family. This means that the land is not only divided for one some use but also as a sole owner. As the land is shared each member becomes the absolute owner of that land and can do what ever he or she wishes with their part.
This is the form that is also popular in resent times and family head would divide the land to the male children of the family. The family member may in some case decide to let go of the land or member of the family may be asking for his share.

However there are cases were all member of such family may have lost their life without any descendants in most cases families that have close relation to that family may take the land or the people that have a land close to that particular land may join it with their own. 

Short comings of this land holding in the community.

· Disregard for the female gender: this for of land holding in the community neglects the right of the female in the community and goes against what the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigerian entails.
· Individuality: this is an issue in the sense that if one member of the family wants to do something with his own share it may be difficult to perform course he has to consider the right of other members and even if he is ask for his own share it may also be difficult to obtain. 
In conclusion family system of holding land is particular in this community. They hold their families in high standing and system just shows how the customs of the place is been preserved.
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