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YouarerequiredtoreadupontheeventsthatengendereddecolonizationduringtheColdWar

eraandthevariouswavesofdecolonizationthatendedEuropeanempiresinAsia,Africaand

LatinAmerica.Writeanessayofnotlessthan500wordsasasummaryofwhatyoufoundout

from yourreadings

Decolonisationistheundoingofcolonialism,thelatterbeingtheprocesswherebyanation

establishesandmaintainsitsdominationonoverseasterritories.Theconceptparticularly

appliestothedismantlement,duringthesecondhalfofthe20thcentury,ofthecolonialempires

establishedpriortoWorldWarIthroughouttheworld.Scholarsfocusespeciallyonthe

movementsinthecoloniesdemandingindependence,suchasCreolenationalism.

Thefundamentalrighttoself-determinationisidentifiedbytheUnitedNationsascoreto

decolonization,allowingnotonlyindependence,butalsootherwaysofdecolonization.The

UnitedNationsSpecialCommitteeonDecolonizationhasstatedthatintheprocessof

decolonizationthereisnoalternativetothecolonizerbuttoallowaprocessofself-

determination.Self-determinationcontinuestobeclaimed,alsowithinindependentstates,to

demanddecolonization,asinthecaseofIndigenousPeoples.

Decolonizationmayinvolveeithernonviolentrevolutionornationalliberationwarsbypro-

independencegroups.Itmaybeintranationalorinvolvetheinterventionofforeignpowers

actingindividuallyorthroughinternationalbodiessuchastheUnitedNations

DecolonizationwasaresponsetotheglobalizationofEuropeaninfluenceandaprocessof

globalizationthatpavedthewayforthedismantlingoftheNorthAtlanticcenteredinternational

system.Itwasdrivensimultaneouslybyimperativesofimperial.deconstructionandthe

constitution/reconstructionofsovereigntyintheformercolonies

OneoftheeventsthatengendereddecolonizationduringtheColdWarerawasthetransferof

powerfrom theBritishtoIndia,Pakistan,Ceylon(SriLanka),andBurma,andtheDutchdecision

toleaveIndonesia,

AlsotheUSdecidedtoextenditscolonialpossessionsbyacquiringthePacificterritoriesthat



hadbeenheldbyJapanandFrance'sdecisiontoreoccupyIndochinaandreassertitscolonial

rule.WhentheChineseCommunistpartywonthecivilwarin1949,establishingthePeople's

RepublicofChina(PRC),itbecameevidentthatthegeopoliticsofAsiahadshiftedagainstthe

colonialpowers.ItwasalsoevidentthatthestruggleoverAsianindependencewouldbecomea

catalystfortheexpansionofthecoldwarintoAsia.

Inaddition,USSRandchinaembracedanti-colonialism asastrategyforlimitingWestern

influence.InsurgentsinVietnam,Algeria,andAngolaamongothersreceivedmilitaryand

diplomaticsupportfrom thecommunistpowers.Thissupportforthedecolonizationofthe

Europeanempires,andtheidentificationoftheUnitedStateswiththeEuropeancolonialpowers,

illustratedthewaysinwhichdecolonizationbecameanintegralfactorintheevolutionofthe

coldwarandthestrategiccalculusofthesuperpowersandtheirrespectivealliancepartners.

WhentheSouthAfricanmilitaryinterventioninAngolabeganasaresultoftheportugeselosing

thewarearliertheCubangovernmentwereapproachedbythenationalistmovementthenthe

CubangovernmentrespondedtotherequestbytheMPLAfactionofthenationalistmovement

forsupport.CubantroopsroutedtheSouthAfricanmilitaryforces,andtheSovietUnion

subsequentlyprovidedevengreatersupportfortheCubanmilitaryforcesinAngolaasthe

MPLAsoughttoconsolidateitsauthorityagainstaninsurgencysupportedbySouthAfricaand

theUnitedStates.TheCubanmilitarysuccess,andtheSovietdecisiontosupporttheCuban

effort,reflectedtheshiftingstrategicbalanceintheinternationalsystem.TheSovietsdisplayed

anunprecedented,anddecisive,longdistanceforce-projectioncapabilitythatwascriticalin

acceleratingtheendofcolonialruleinSouthernAfrica.ThedemiseofPortuguesecolonialism

posedadirectthreattothesurvivaloftheapartheidregimeinSouthAfrica,itscontrolover

Namibia,andthewhitesupremacistregimeinRhodesia.


