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Assignment

1. What is Family?

2. Discuss the functions of family

3. Discuss the African traditional family

4. Discuss your nuclear family

5. Draw your family tree 

Answers

What is Family?  In the context of human society, family (derived form Latin word familia) describes a group of people, related by either consanguinity (recognized birth) or affinity (marriage, or other relationship). It is the basic unit of society, consisting of parents and their children, considered as a group dwelling together or not. It is also defined as any group of persons closely related by blood, as parents, children, uncles, aunts, cousins etc 

Functions of Family

1. It is the second smallest unit of society: After the social individual, the family is the second unit of society

2. They maintain the well being of it's members and of society: Families take care of their members, which contributes in a good way to the well-being of society

3. Families provide structure and predictability of society: Society consists of families, sharing distinct values and beliefs. How members of the families act according to their beliefs provides the structure and how individuals in the society or from another society will be able to read that particular society. 

4. It serves as basic unit of socialization: Families are the basic unit of socialization for the younger individuals. Families inculcate values, which determines how the individual will act as a social being. 

5. Families transmit culture: Families are culturally diverse, and they transmit cultural values and practices to their younger ones. 

6. They ensure continuity of humankind: The more families expand, the surest the continuity of human existence. 

The African Traditional Family

Traditional understanding of family

Shorter defines family as a “minimal effective group of relatives by blood and /or marriage and analogous groups” (1998, p. 83). By analogous groups he means those members who are not related by blood or marriage, e.g. adopted children.

Nuclear family would consist of parents and their own children. Shorter (1998, p. 83) sees such a family as autonomous and operating without reference to other relatives. Often their place of residence would be neolocal.

Extended/wider family comprises more people. Mbiti says that “for African people the family has a much wider circle of members than the word suggests in Europe or North America. In traditional society, the family includes children, parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, brothers and sisters who may have their own children and other immediate relatives” (1969, p.106). The relationships within extended family would be based on kinship (biological or putative blood relationship) and affinity (relationship between blood relationships of one marriage partner and those of the other marriage partner). Such a family would include adopted and fostered children.

In the traditional society polygamous marriages were a preferred form of marriage (Waruta, 2005, p. 105). Such marriages contributed to the extension of relationships of the family by incorporating more people.

Mbiti (1969, p.107) and Shorter (1998, p. 84) assert that a wider family would include the deceased members of the family as well as those who are yet unborn. The unborn children were an important element in such a family, because they were assuring the survival of the family.

The members of the extended family could live together in a traditional compound consisting of several houses, live close to one another or be separated by some distance. In case of geographic separation, they would gather together to make important decisions concerning the family. Usually the members of the wider family would belong exclusively either to a paternal or maternal descent.

Functions of the wider family

The wider family was the primary place where an individual exercised his freedom.

An individual existed in connection with a larger group, including his or her wider family. He acquired his identity from that group. He depended on that group for his physical and social survival. Through various rites of passage he progressively became a fuller member of that community and took on a role in ensuring the survival of that group through marriage and procreation. Mbiti says that “in traditional life, the individual does not and cannot exist alone except corporately. He owes his existence to other people… The community must therefore make, create or produce the individual… Only in terms of other people does the individual becomes conscious of his own being, his own duties, his privileges and responsibilities towards himself and towards other people” (1969, p. 108).

The extended family was providing an individual with a personal and corporal identity. One was associated with a particular community with clear roles that were assigned to him at various stages of his life. The cultural and moral norms of the community, that were applied within the extended family, helped an individual to grow into a productive and respected member of the community. Those norms served as a blueprint for his life.

The extended family was the first religious community to which an individual belonged. It was through grandparents, parents and other members that one learned about religious and spiritual heritage. It was most probably the first place where one heard about God, spirits, ancestors and afterlife.

The extended family was as a means of mutual support. Since ‘one was because others were’, members of the extended family supported each other psychologically and practically, e.g. in farming, rearing of children, supporting elder persons and the sick. In case of any need, an individual could count on support within his extended family. It was also a means of ensuring security, since usually a number of members of the extended family would live in the same compound or close to each other.

My Nuclear Family

A nuclear family is a family unit consisting of two parents (a mother and a father) and their children. A polygamous family is also under a nuclear, even if large, also consists of parents and their children. 

My nuclear family is a family of 6, parents inclusive. I have 3 siblings; two older and one younger. 

Family Tree

Mr Morgan Ehwarieme    Mrs Ehwarieme                Mr Edematie Ikuku  Mrs Edematie Ikuku  

              Matthew, Paul, Vhare, Sam                                             Vera, Austin, Felix

                                            Onome, Tega, Fejiro, Isreal
