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ABSTRACT

I seek to examine the customary land tenure system in my locality, which is a system of land holding governed by customary law; This paper shall explore the system of the land tenure system under the Nigerian customary law in Amawbia (Amobia), Awka South Local Government Area of Anambara state  in relation to the creation, ownership, management and determination of land in my area.
INTRODUCTION

Customary law has been defined as the particular customs and usages observed among the African people that are indigenous and are a part of the culture and tradition of the people. These practices where created to administer land and natural resources. These practices are interwoven with traditional community governance and social systems which give them resilience and flexibility. Community land
CUSTOMARY LAND TENURE SYSTEM IN AMAWBIA
According to igbo’s, the belief and tradition, ala (land) is a gift from God (Chukwu) and he has not left them. They continue to see themselves as stewards of God’s resources especially of communually owned land. For the igbo the mother earth is LAND (ala), the greatest diety after chukwu. Ala is a kindly spirirt but if people disregard repeated warnings she will punish them. The eldesrt community leader is seen as a steward with divine authority over land until Nigeria was invaded by the colonial masters
Ownership of land is divided into 3: Communal ownership of land, individual ownership of  land, Family ownership of land.

Communal    ownership of land
 One gains access to community land as a member of the community. In this type of tenure the land is owned by the entire Amobia community which can be shared among the six villages which comprise of umueze, ngene, Adabebe, Enuoji, Ezimezi and Umukabia hence the Ana Adabebe. The community land can be shared according to all male indigenes that pay the annual recurrent level to the community for the purposeses of farming only. The land is held in trust by the Okpalaigwe, the traditional ruler, he holds this land in trust for the entire community.
Family Ownership of land

Family land is owned by a family in a certain prescribed manner by the head of the family which is usually the oldest member of the family. He holds the same in trust for the rest of the members of the family. Despite the fact that the headman possesses the right to family land, he does have the right to take decision pertaining to the land, alienate, lease or dispose of land without the consent of the principal members of the family. He must seek the opinion of the principal members of the family before taking decision on the land. Land can be parilinearly or matrilinearly. Parilinearly deceased property is shared amongst all his sons with the oldest getting the largest share and matrinearly, the deceased property is shared amongst his extended family, that is his next brother-though not necessarily the same mother.

In traditional Amawbia society the family land may compromise of the extended family structure and the nuclear family, this also came as a result of the sharing of Ana Umunna. Land here is shared according to the male born. The male son will in turn share with their children their own portion of the land. This is their right to ownership of freehold land (birth right). Where any family or other communal land is allocated to a member of other land owning grounp for a time, the right of other members to use that portion is suspended until it returns back to the family or community.
Individual ownership of land 
In traditional Amawbia society an individual gain access to community land for purposes of agiculture, hosing etc. others may be seen from this view: THEN ANA ALUSI (SACRED LAND)yyhyyyk
