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Question 1
What is Family?
	To a lay man family consist of father, mother and their children. Many scholars and sociologist have given different definitions of Family. Stephen defined family as asocial arrangement based on marriage including recognition of rights and duties of parenthood, common residence for husband, wife and children are reciprocal economic obligation between husband and wife. According to sociologists, the family is an intimate domestic group of people related to one another by bonds of blood, sexual mating, or legal ties. The family acts as a primary socialization of children whereby the child first learns the basic values and norms of culture they will grow up in. The family is seen as the main pillar of the community: it is where everybody learns to love, to care, to be ethical, to be honest, to have common, to use reasoning, which are essential for living in a community.
Question 2
Discuss the functions of the Family
1. Procreation: Reproduction is the most primary function of the family. It is the responsibility of the family to give birth to new members of the family. By performing this function of procreation, family contributes to the continuity of family and ultimately human race. Not only is the production of children but also child rearing another important function of family. Family is the only place where the function of child rearing is better performed.
2.  Provision of physical care: Family provides physical care for their family members, including adults, children and elders too. Caring for one another is very essential cause if family members are unable to care for each other, hardship results unless the society is organized to replace the family in this function.
3. Teaching the child how to socialize: As it is known family is the crown of socialization because it is the first stage of socialization. The family teaches the children skills, values, norms, knowledge, and attitudes that will help to fit into the society. Family controls the behaviour of members to maintain order within the family and the society in which they live. This function contributes to the socialization process and also protects the integrity of individuals identified with family group within society.
4. Maintain morale behaviour of individual: The family considered as the first stage of socialization, is expected that each family train and maintain morale behaviour from family members.
5. Motivates Individuals to participate in society: The family has great influence on its members by motivating them to participate in appropriate social roles, political roles such as voting, and economic roles such as producing goods and services that will grow the country’s economic.
6. Religious function:  The family is the center of all religious activities. All the members believe in a particular religion and observe religious ceremonies at home. The children learn different religious values from their parents. The family transmits religious beliefs and practices from one generation to another
7. Cultural function: The family also preforms several cultural functions as well. An individual learns and acquires culture traits from family and transmits it to succeeding generations, which is why family is considered as center of culture.
Question3
Discuss the African Traditional Family
Traditional African family patterns are slowly but progressively being altered as a result of the process of modernization which is exhibited through trends like urbanization. Family patterns that were the norm in traditional rural African societies are gradually being altered and substituted by modern values. Sub Saharan Africa has one of the fastest annual population growth rates. It has the fastest rate of urbanization presently taking place in the world. The transformation of societies in the sub-continent from rural to urban settings has immensely contributed in triggering changes in family structure. This has triggered the distortion of cultural or traditional norms and values that characterized rural communities in the region. African families are increasingly faced with the challenge and pressure emanating from the competition prevailing between traditional and modern family values. Hence, Contemporary family patterns in the region are increasingly subjected to transform and adapt to changing times. Discussions of family patterns in contemporary Sub Saharan Africa are usually made in reference to the process of acculturation, urbanization (the movement from rural to urban areas), which have helped to shape modern family structures, as well as fostered the prevalence of demographic changes. Family in sub Saharan Africa is experiencing changes which are felt in fertility rates that is the number of children women give birth to, and age at marriage to name a few. It aims at examining two key issues connected with African family patterns, that is; marriage and family size, with the goal of illuminating the changes that are characterizing their prevalence.
1. Family patterns in sub Saharan Africa
Despite the changes taking place in sub Saharan African societies due to the modernization process, the family still remains a prominent nexus in the social life of Africans. In Africa, there is considerable importance attached to the respect for elders and ancestors. African communities are characterized by the prevalence of collectivism as opposed to individuality. Paulina Makinwa-Adebusoye outlined the major characteristic features of African household to be that they are mostly rural, patriarchal and hierarchical, polygamous and open to kinship networks, and finally they attached substantial importance to lineage continuation. These features in all play a pivotal role in influencing the number of children women give birth to. The social organization of most African families is embedded in a patriarchal and hierarchical system that precludes the possibility of women, who generally have lower status than men in the society to make deliberate choice on the number of children they want to have (Makinwa-adebusoye). At marriage women tend to have lower status than all the members of their husband’s family (Makinwa-adebusoye (2016). In traditional rural societies in most sub Saharan societies, women were voiceless and powerless.
 According to Göran Therborn (2006) African societies have experienced slight distortion in the patriarchal tradition, following the advent of urbanization, as well as due to the drop in the importance attached to land and cattle in the economy. Male supremacy has also being altered a bit even though it still has a prominent strong hold in the society. There is the existence of substantial cultural importance attributed to fertility and lineage continuation, tight patriarchal traditions, wide rate of polygamy prevalence. These are the prominent features that characterized most traditional African societies. Contemporary African family patterns are subjected to changes that emanate as a result of the ameliorated economic conditions, education and health opportunities. These factors continuously exert tremendous impact on contemporary family patterns in the sub-continent. Socioeconomic circumstances in the sub-continent are encountering alterations that have to a considerable extent triggered changes in the fundamental cultural values most especially in the domain of the family. The occurrence of competition between traditional and modern family patterns illustrates a dichotomy. There is a rise in the pace towards the abandonment of traditional practices for modern ones (western). However, the most popular trend is that of the prevalence of family patterns that are increasing merging traditional and modern marriage norms, values or practices. The next section provides information on marriage; it is followed by information on family size. .
2. Marriage
Marriage can be perceived from different facets, as an institution, a partnership, a lifecycle phase and as a role. Marriage as an institution is confronted with the process of adapting to the process of modernization which inherently helps to mold modern marriage structure. Wilhelm Kālu (1981) stated that the institution of marriage is considerably subjected to the trend of accommodation to the process of industrialization or modernization. Socioeconomic circumstances are encountering changes which forge alteration of the fundamental values of culture. Marriage constitutes a vital variable that is pivotal for procreation. The distortion of its structure tends to serve as a medium where socioeconomic changes associated with the main values of culture can be measured. Traditional tenets of African marriages are increasingly subjected to stabilize amidst sporadic societal changes emanating from modernization and globalization.
Marriage in sub Saharan Africa is universal. There is early and universal female marriage. The age at first marriage is experiencing slight delay than it was before. Marriage in Africa is subjected to the task of adapting amidst sporadic changes emanating from the society. This in essence set the pace for the redefinition of its role and characteristics. Marriage is still quite important in African communities, the age at first marriage ranges between 17 to 22 years for women. It varies across regions depending on regional and ethnic practices. Göran Therborn portrays the fact that the age of first marriage has experienced a slight increase in most countries. In traditional rural African societies; the contraction of marriage was dominated by arranged marriages whereby parents usually indulged in the selection of marriage partners for their children; this was mostly common for their daughters. This was done without the consent of the children. The adoption of these acts has helped to promote the recognition of the consent of the parties to be married, and as well as fostered the existence of the acknowledgment that it is the right of prospective partners to select their partners. Despite this development, the selection of marriage partners is still done with the consent of family members.
In traditional societies in most sub Saharan African countries, there is a high value accorded to marriage; this has been marked by the practice of early marriages and childbearing which in most cases continues till the end of productivity age. At marriage women tend to have lower status than all the members of their husband family (Makinwa-adebusoye. Polygamous marriages dominated traditional societies. Paulina Makinwa-Adebusoye explained that as of 1999, in Nigeria, 32.7 percent of married women were in polygamous marriages that were made up of two or more wives. This is characterized by the trend of early marriage; most of the women got married quite young, mostly to older men. Polygamy constitutes a prime feature of rural Africa. Africa has the highest rate of polygamy prevalence in the world. Marriage in contemporary sub Saharan Africa is substantially marked by the movement from polygamous marriages to monogamous marriage. This is prominent in urban areas in the region mostly amongst the younger generation. The practice of polygamy was centered on the notion of precluding the situation of husband shortage. Monogamous marriages have become the norm, based on the fact that the contraction of marriage has substantially drifted from polygamy to monogamy. This however does not mean that polygamous marriages do not occur; its scale is smaller nowadays than it was before. The introduction of Christianity in most of the countries, to a certain extend has a great role to play for this as well. The contraction of marriage in the region is increasingly marked by the union of one man and one woman. This in principle has not been the case in rural Sub Sahara African societies, where marriages between one man and two or more wives dominated. Urbanization and modernization as well have been pinpointed to be responsible for these changes.
3. Family Size
The advent of modernity has inherently fostered a progressive transformation of African family organization marked by the drift from larger family size to small size households. Demographers often identify the changes taking place in family patterns such as changes in family size to be a characteristic of the second demographic transition process. It is marked by the reorientation of family values from extended families to smaller family sizes. According to Brianna Pirelli-Harris (2005) the shift in society is inevitable and is part of the process of modernization. One major area that has encountered or is experiencing alteration is the size of family that is the number of children that married women give birth to. Discussion of family size here is made in reference to the number of children that are born in a family. It is imperative to highlight that family size discussions in the region is renown to be dominated by the extended family settings whereby a family is not made up only of a married couple and their children but also include uncles, aunties, grandparents to name a few. Extended families still has quite a strong hold in Africa despite the advent of modernization. The main reason for this has been linked to the role that extended family plays as social security in the society.
Family structures in sub Saharan Africa are experiencing changes which are felt in childbirth rate that is the number of children, and age at first marriage. John Caldwell and Pat Caldwell emphasized that in order to comprehend contemporary African fertility, one needs to understand that there has not been any traditional fertility control in the light of limiting family size, and also that the practice of female abstinence has been a vital feature of societies in the region. This, they identified as been the reason for the resistance and apprehension mounted by most people in the region to modern methods of fertility control which were perceived as being unnecessary in the region. The number of children women in the region are averagely giving birth to is progressively declining even though the rate is not quite significant. The locus of most traditional African countries is centered on the perception of large families as an asset especially in rural subsistence agricultural societies (Makinwa-adebusoye).
 John Caldwell and Pat Caldwell stated that the ideal family size in the region stood around 6 to 8 children. There were no interests in reducing the family size beyond these numbers of births in rural communities. Limiting family sizes to four or five children was viewed to increase the potential of extinction in the face of high mortality rates. In Nigeria as John Caldwell and Pat Caldwell pointed, women had as much as twelve children and still had the desire to give birth to more children. A world fertility survey report on the proportion of women who had on average seven surviving children and who did not want to have more children, showed that the proportion was 33 percent in Kenya, 10 in Cameroon, 3 percent in Ghana. High fertility was perceived as a source of joy. The factors that have been identified to be responsible for high fertility rates are extensive, they range from high infant and child mortality, low contraceptive use, early marriage to cite a few. This is plagued with variation amongst Sub Saharan African countries, with the total fertility rates in the region noted to have fallen from 6 to 5 children per woman. The number is estimated to fall to 2.45 children by 2050.
 According to Cheihk Mbacke arguments have been put forth that economic hardship plays a pivotal role in the reduction of family sizes in contemporary sub Saharan African societies. Decision making pertaining to childbearing to a considerable extent lies on family status, and concerns surrounding the preservation of the lineage and respect for ancestors. This mode of reasoning rest on the belief, that ancestors are reincarnated through the birth of additional children (Makinwa-adebusoye). The locus of high fertility is perceived as a means of prolonging the lineage with the replacement of older members with new ones.
Question4
Discuss your Nuclear
The term Nuclear family can be defined as a family unit that consist of two married parents of the opposites sex that is the father and the mother and their biological children or adopted children living in the same house and sharing the values, duties, unconditional love, healthy attachment patterns, responsibilities and an environment that supports growth and learning of the children. Nuclear families typically center on a married couple, who may have any number of children who are full blood siblings. Some sociologists and anthropologists consider the nuclear family as the most basic form of social organization.  
Question5
Draw your family tree
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Arrow Represent: BRANCHES
Double Edged Arrow Represent: MARRIAGES


Green Color Represent: GRANDFATHERS
Aqua Color Represent: HUSBANDS




Light Blue Color Represent: GRANDMOTHERS
Purple Color Represent: WIFE



Peach Pale Color Represent: FATHER



Light Green Color Represent: COUSINS

Pale Blue Color Represent: MOTHER
Lime Color Represent: ME & SIBLINGS



Dark Red Color Represent: AUNTIES 
Pink Color Represent: NEICE & NEPHEW 



Olive Green Color Represent: UNCLES



MY FAMILY TREE
EYENE GODWIN
HUSBAND
AGNES ISAAC (3RD)
MOTHER
CHILDREN
CHOBIYOJO
OJIMA-OJO
CHILDREN
AJANIGO (1ST)
EJURE (2ND)
SAMUEL (3RD)
YAHAYA
HUSBAND
CHILDREN
EMMANUEL (1ST)
SOFIYA (2ND)
ABIGIRL
WIFE
CHILDREN
EKELE (1ST)
OJONE (2ND)
AKWU (3RD)
ONUH (4TH)
ISREAL (5TH)
LATE REBECCA
ABDUL
WIFE
CHRISTOPHER (3RD)
UNCLE
CHILDREN
LATE SUNDAY (1ST)
DOMINIC (2ND)
RHODA (3RD)
SERAH (4TH)
LATE GEBRIAL
HUSBAND
JUMAI SHEDRACK
WIFE








LANRE OYIBO
WIFE








HASSANA JOHN
WIFE








ISAAC OKOLO WADA (4TH)
FATHER
FATTI GEBRIAL (1ST)
AUNTY
ABDUL OGAJI (2ND)
UNCLE
SIMEON (1ST)
BROTHER
REBECCA (2ND)
SISTER
JOEL (3RD)
BROTHER
GRACE (5TH)
SISTER








REJOICE (4TH)
ME
SHEDRACK OYIBO (4TH)
UNCLE
LATE ALADI OGAJI    
STEP GRANDMOTHER
LATE MR OGAJI WADA
GRANDFATHER
	
LATE MRS HAUWA OGAJI
GRANDMOTHER
LATE MRS OLUGOMA OYIBO
GRANDMOTHER
JOHN OYIBO (2ND)
UNCLE
AROME OYIBO (1ST)
UNCLE
MR ABUDULLAHI OYIBO
GRANDFATHER
PATERNAL
MATERNAL

AJARA 
YAHAYA (5TH)
AUNTY
CHILDREN
RACHEL (1ST)
ONUGWA (2ND)
PATEINCE (3RD)
ISAAC (4TH)
ABRAHIM (5TH)
MIRACLE (6TH)








CHILDREN
GODWIN (1ST)
PETER (2ND)
ELIZABETH (3RD)








CHILDREN 
JOSHUA (1ST)
JONATHAN (2ND)
BLESSING (3RD)
HAPPY (4TH)
CHRISTAINA (5TH)
 







CHILDREN
PRECIOUS (1ST)
PRAISE (2ND)
OJODU (3RD)
GODFREY (4TH)

CHILDREN
ENYOJO (1ST)
OKPAYEOJO (2ND)
OJONE (3RD)
FLORENCE
DOMINIC
WIFE
AISHA JOHN
WIFE
BLESSED CHRISTOPHER
WIFE










CHILDREN
EPHRAIM (1ST)
DIVINE (2ND)
LIFTED (3RD)
PURITY (4TH)



RACHEL EKELE
WIFE

CHILDREN
SIMON (1ST)
ELIZABETH (2ND)



CHILDREN
SMAUEL (1ST)
VICTOR (2ND)
BENITA (3RD)
OJIMA (4TH)
UBOLA-OJO (5TH)
DELIGHT (6TH)


STEVEN MAMUDU
HUSBAND
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