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CUSTOMARY LAND TENURE SYSTEM IN IKENNE, OGUN STATE 
Land tenure is the system of landholding in a given society. It determines who can use the land, for how long and under what conditions. In other words, land tenure system implies a system according to which land is held. It determines the rights and responsibilities in connection with the land.

In Ikenne, Ogun state there are various forms of land tenure system being practiced. These forms include: 

1. Communal land tenure system
2. Family land tenure system
3. Individual land tenure system
COMMUNAL LAND TENURE SYSTEM/ COMMUNAL LANDHOLDING
By definition, communal land or community land is the land vested in the community as a corporate whole and in which no individual member of the community could claim exclusive ownership to any portion of such land. 
A community land or communal ownership may arise from the initiatives or decisions of the founders of the land. The founders of the land or its original settlers may decide to designate the land to the entire community and if this is the case, the particular land remains a communal land. 
It should be noted that the term community is a political and social concept, and as such, a community cannot act on its own. It can only act through some human agents which in Ikenne, Ogun state is the Oba or chief of the community who exercises the power of control and management of communal land on behalf of the community. This was the case in Otogbolu v Okeluwa 

FAMILY LAND TENURE SYSTEM/ FAMILY LANDHOLDING
In Okulade v Awosanya
, Uwaifo, JSC defined family as the body of persons who live in one house or under one head, including parents, children, servants, etc. The group consisting of parents and their children, whether living together or not; in wider sense all those who are nearly connected by blood or affinity. Those descendants claiming descent from a common ancestor; a house; kindred lineage. 

In Coker v Coker
, Carey J. stated that it is well established that the primary meaning of the term family refers to the children. Generally speaking, the word children refers to both sexes of the offspring as is practiced in Ikenne, Ogun state. Family land in Ikenne, Ogun state, also includes widowed spouses even though this is not common to other areas. This form of land tenure system is however rare in Ikenne, Ogun state.
Family land is land vested on family as a corporate entity. The individual member of the family, therefore, has no separate claim of ownership to any part or whole of it. It should be noted that it is the consent of a majority of principal members of the family that is required and not that of every member for the alienation, sale, lease or allotment of family land as supported by the case of Akayede v Akayede
. If the alienation, sale, lease or allotment is made by the principal members of the family without the consent of the head of the family who is recognised as the custodian of the family property, the same will be void ab initio. If, however, the alienation, sale, lease or allotment is made by the head of the family, without the consent of the principal members of the family, the same is voidable.

INDIVIDUAL LAND TENURE SYSTEM / INDIVIDUAL LANDHOLDING SYSTEM
This is the most popular and common form of land tenure system in Ikenne, Ogun state. The idea of communal or family ownership emanated from individual ownership. Land was originally owned by the individual and the concept of communal ownership of land was a later development. The force of social and economic activities in present Nigeria have brought this form of... to prominence. 
It should be noted that in Aganran v Olushi
, it was held that where a family sold its family land to a member or stranger, the purchaser becomes an absolute owner thereof. Also, in Jegede v Eyinogun, it was held that a donee of land becomes an absolute owner of the land that is donated to him. 
There is a judicial presumption in favour of communal ownership thus; any person who claims to be the absolute owner would have to prove it with credible evidence in order to succeed. It should be pointed out that improvements of family property by a member does not divest the property of its original character as a family property. It remains a family property notwithstanding the improvement by a member. 
All the above forms of land tenure system are in practice in Ikenne, Ogun state till date however the most common is the individual land tenure system due to economic growth of the state. Communal land tenure system appears to be still in practice due to a large influence of culture and tradition to the law in the area but is slowly giving way for individual land tenure system.
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