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 Question:

Prepare a brief paper on customary land tenure system in your locality.

ANSWERS.

INTRODUCTION:

     This question sole aim is to show what customary land tenure system in my locality which is isua akoko south east , ondo state. So basically i will be talking on the the customary land tenure system in isua akoko

 Land tenure basically refers to the holding of land. Customary law is defined as the custom and usage traditionally observed among the indigenous African people and which form part of the culture of the people. 
Customary land tenure system has been defined as the system of landholding indigenous to Nigeria, relating to family and inheritance systems based on the concept of group ownership of absolute rights in land with individuals acquiring usufructary rights. Under customary rules of tenure, it was observed that each individual member of a landholding family was entitled to a portion of land sufficient to feed both himself and his family; no member of the community could dispose another of his stake in family land and on one could alienate family members interest in family land without the knowledge and consent of those members the right to land might be perpetual, for certain periods, example farming or for the lifetime of the holder. The Nigeria customary land tenure has been modified to a large extent, by the land use act, 1978. The act provides for provides for a new uniform land tenure system in Nigeria. In Otunba Hakeem Sobande V. Barrister Andy Igbowkwe, the Supreme Court held that the object of the land use act is not intended to destroy incidence of the customary law, but it modified its application. The Nigeria customary law is diverse in cultural setting but those customary law share common principle which is the concept of ownership there is a lot controversy regarding ownership in customary law, however the term ‘ownership’ signifies the largest claim to land under customary law and it is therefore a recognized concept of customary law and ownership may be held by 1. The community 2. The family and 3. The individual. The type of ownership that is being practiced in my locality is communual land holding.

          COMMUNAL LANDHOLDING 
Communal landholding has been described as the most remarkable principle of customary land law. 
By definition, communal land or community land is the land vested in the community as a corporate whole and in which no individual member of the community could claim exclusive ownership to any portion of such land. 
A communal land has been characterised as land belonging to a vast family of which many are dead, few are living and countless members are unborn. Communal land belongs to a community, past, present and future.
In Amodu Tijani v Secretary Southern Nigerian, the court held that land belongs to the community, village or the family, and never to the individual. 
              THE CREATION.

Communual land holding can be created by the operation of the law. I.e it depends on the rule guiding that community, if the king or the ruler passes down the law of communual land holding then it will be enforcable on that community.and this is applicable to Isua Akoko south east.

             THE MANAGEMENT.

A communal land tenure system ordains the community head as the governing power of the land. Although the land jointly belongs to the community, the head of the community takes the decision of how the land is distributed. This land tenure system is typically used for large scale farming. On the flip side, the land cannot be used as collateral to obtain a loan. And rules are made concerning the land. 

              OWNERSHIP

There no such thing as ownership of land , a person maybe have exclusive possession of a land , but does not have ownership. A portion is giving to an individual or a family and the family can not claim ownership of the land/portion and the portion is giving to them but the head of the community.

              DETERMINATION.

The only way to terminate a communal land holding is by the operation of the law. If the land in that community changes the it can be terminated. 

      CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, communal land holding is practiced in Isua Akoko and the rules governing community land holding is made by the king/the head of the community.       
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