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BACKGROUNDANALYSISOFTHELANDTENURESYSTEM OFEMURE,EMURELOCAL

GOVERNMENTAREA,.EKITISTATE.

Landisaverysignificantpropertyandisonethingthatmancouldnotdowithout.Itisthe

majordeterminantfactorfortheexistenceofman,plantsandanimals.

Landtenuresystem istherelationship,customarilydefinedamongpeopleasindividualor

groupofpeoplewithrespecttoland(landincludeotherpropertiessuchaswaterandtrees).

Landtenurearerulesthatdefinehowpropertyrightsareatobeallocatedwithinthesociety.In

EmureasinmanyplacesinEKITIState,landdeterminestheextentofwealthamanhas,itisa

sacredthingandisworshippedbymanyasagoddess.Landtenureorlandownershipisderived

mainlyfrom customarypattern.Itcanbecategoriesinthreebasic

1)Communityland

2)Familyland

3)Individualorpersonalland

OWNERSHIP

1)Communityland:



Theterm communitymayrefertoafamily,clanortoavillageconsistingofanumberofkindred

orlineagegroupfamilies.Lookingatacommunityfrom awiderpointofview,itcouldbetaken

tobeaconglomerationoffamilies.

Withthis,communitylandisregardedasthelandjointlyownedbyalargegroupof

people.Everymemberofthislargegrouphasequalrighttotheuseoftheland.Thereareother

rightsandinterestwidelyenjoyedbycommunitiesinsomeactivitiesassociatedwithland

Theseincludetherightofhunting,therightofcollectionofwildforestproductsandfirewood,

andtherightoffishingfrom thepublicwater.Alllabourormanualworksconcerningsuchlands

aredonejointlybythecommunity.

2)Familyland:.

ThetitletothefamilylandisvestedinmembersofthefamilyEbiasacorporatebody.InEmure

CommunityinheritanceoflandisbytheChildrenofthedeceased,inafamilywerethereis

morethanonewife,thelandaredividedaccordingtothenumbersofwifeandgiventothewife

forherownchildren..Out-rightalienationoffamilylandisrarelydonewithouttheconsentof

membersofthefamily.Everymemberofthefamilyisassignedaportionofthefamilyland

uponrequestanddoesnothavetheabsoluterightonsuchparcelofland.Ironicallyontheother

hand,aftertheportionsoassignedhadbeenfarmedbyamemberandhisdescendantsfor

manyfarmingrotations,hegraduallyestablishestheprimaryrighttotheuseoftheparticular

portionbeforeanymemberofthefamily.Thefamilysystem oflandownershipisasystem

wherebythewholefamilyholdslandjointly.Theymayusethelandjointlyorseparatelybutthe

ultimateownershipofthelandliesinthewholefamily.Thus,theholdingoffamilylandunder

customarylawisjointandindivisible784unlesspartitiontakesplace.

3)IndividualorPersonalland

Themethodofindividualownershipoflandisalientothecustomsofthesociety.Beforethe

adventoftheEuropeansanindividualcouldnotholdaninterestonlandequivalenttothatheld

bythecommunityorthefamily.Howeversinceindividualownershipoflandhasfounditsway

intooursociety,itisregardedaslandwhichanindividualhasinheritedoracquiredandwhichis

athisdisposalandnotsubjecttothefamilysanction.Theboundariesoflandineachcaseare

demarcatedusingdifferentshrubslike'peregun’,’Akoko’tree,footpaths,pineapples,kolanut

treesandothernotableanddurableplants,somepeopleadoptednaturalfeature,likeriversand



rangesofhills.

CREATIONOFFAMILYLAND

Thisisalandwhoserightshavepassedbysuccessiontothedescendantsoftheoriginalowner.

Familylandtenureiscreatedininheritancewerethelandaregiventothechildrenofthe

deceasedorincaseofpolygamousmarriage,landaredividedbetweenthenumberof

wives.Sometimesanonlychildorsolesurvivingchildconstitutesanomoiyaorobakan.

MANAGEMENTOFFAMILYLAND

ThemanagementoffamilylandtenureinEmureisvestedintheAheadofthefamilyisthe

personwhomanagesfamilypropertyforandonbehalfofotherfamilymembers.Infactthe

headofthefamilyrepresentsthefamilyofanygatheringoroccasionHeisthefamilyvoiceat

thevillageorcommunitymeeting.Heisthetrusteeofthefamilyproperty.familyheadis

commonlycalled,‘Olori-ebi’,‘Mogaji’,‘Dawodu’,‘Baale’or

FamilyMembers(Ebi)

ThereisnosubjectinwhichtheEkitipeopleismoresensitivethanthatoflandandreal

properties,thisnormallyquietandsubmissivepeoplecanberousedintoviolentactionor

desperationiftheyperceiveanyintentionorattempttodeprivethem oftheirland.Itisagainst

thisbackdropthatthenativelawshaveevolvedovertheyearsindeterminingwhocould

legitimatelyclaim tobemembersofaparticularfamily,forthepurposeoffamilylandand

generallyforallintentandpurposes.Thisisoneofthewaystoprotectandpreservefamily

heritage,whileatthesametime,preventavoidableconflicts.

Theproperpersontomanagethefamilylandistheoldestmalememberthereofwhetherhe

happenstobethefirstbornor,ifthefirstchildbeafemale,hecomesnextandsoistheoldest

malechild.Ifthefirstbornfemale,however,happenstobeastrongandinfluentialcharacteror

iftherearenoothermalemembersofthefamily,oldorpushfulenoughtoassertaclam tothe

headship,suchaseniorfemalemaybeelectedfamilyhead.

DETERMINATIONOFFAMILYPROPERTY

1)Absolutetransfer



Familylandareusuallytransferbygiftingalandtotheoutsiderorintheofcollateralforloan

2)Partition

Whenamandiesthelandaregiventohischildrenandincaseofpolygamousmarriagethe

landisdividedbythenumberofwives.Butthisdifferfrom placetoplace


