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INTRODUCTION:

Land is essential for every human activity on earth as it is the source of all material wealth. In order to regulate the ownership and development of land and land resources, the world have instituted land ownership systems. My locality is UKWULU IN DUNUKOFIA LGA, ANAMBRA STATE.

CUSTOMARY LAND TENURE:

Land tenure is the system of land holding in a given society. In common law systems, land tenure is the legal regime in which land is owned by an individual, who is said to "hold" the land. It determines who can use land, for how long and under what conditions. Tenure may be based both on official laws and policies, and on informal customs. In other words, land tenure system implies a system according to which land is held by an individual or the actual tiller of the land. It determines the owners’ rights and responsibilities in connection with their holding.

CREATION:

According to Igbo’s belief and tradition, ala is a gift from God (chukwu) and from their ancestors, it shows that their ancestors have not left them, especially communally owned land. Land is valued as a source of livelihood. Even though land ownership has been men's domain. Creation by will or by purchase are the most common forms of land creation in the Igbo land , purchase is a very good way to create family land tenure system and individual land tenure system in the Igbo land where a family or an individual can purchase a parcel of land . Creation by will is simply when the head of the family who is known as the testator declares his interest to create a family property and it should be held by his children after his death, by doing so he leaves the land in the care of his family.

MANAGMENT:

The responsibility of management of landed property in Igbo land is on the family head, the chiefs and the traditional ruler and also to a group of old men known as the ummunna as they make decisions concerning lands. The family head makes decisions on behalf of the family while the traditional ruler makes decisions and has the responsibility to manage communal lands in the community along sides the chiefs and ummunna.

 LAND TENURE SYSTEM IN UKWULU, DUNUKOFIA LGA, ANAMBRA STATE:

   Below are the various land tenure systems practiced in Ukwulu Anambra state;

1. Communal land tenure system

2. Family land tenure system 

3. Individual land tenure system

1. COMMUNAL LAND TENURE (ANA OBODO): 

The communal land tenure system in traditional Ukwulu society existed even before the different tenure laws were enacted in Nigeria. This could be seen in the various lands dedicated for different communal use and which includes the village squares, the market and other land dedicated for farming purposes. It should however be noted that the term community is a political and social concept and as such a community cannot act on its own.it can only act through some human agents such as chief or traditional ruler of the community who exercises the power of control and management of communal land on behalf of the community. Communal land is vested in the community as a whole and as such no individual member of the community can claim exclusive ownership to any part of such land. It should also be noted that in communal land tenure system the members of the community have definite rights in communal lands unlike a stranger who is not entitled to a portion of communal land.
2. THE FAMILY LAND / TENURE:

Family land is owned by a family in a certain prescribed manner by the head of the family which is usually the oldest member of the family. He holds the same in trust for the rest members of the family. Despite the fact that the headman possesses the right to family land, he does not have the right to take decisions pertaining to the land, alienate, lease or dispose of land without the consent of the principal members of the family. He must seek the opinion of the principal members of the family before taking decision on land. Land can be held partrilinearly or matrilinearly. Parilinearly deceased property is shared amongst all his sons with the oldest getting the largest share and matrilinearly, the deceased property is shared amongst his extended family, that is his next brother-though not necessarily the same mother. In traditional Ukwulu society the family land may comprise of the extended family structure and the nuclear family, this also came as a result of the sharing of the Ana Umunna.  

3. INDIVIDUAL LAND TENURE: 

The individual land tenure in traditional Ukwulu society is not different from already discussed types of land tenure earlier. In traditional Ukwulu society an individual can gain access to community land for purposes of agriculture, housing etc. Others may be seen from this view: THE ANA ALUSI (SACRED LAND): This category of land can be seen from the angle of that owned by the community; some land in Ukwulu community is still seen today as OFIA ALUSI OR ANA ALUSI. These lands are were some traditionalist/heathen offer prayers and sacrifices to their gods, it is held sacred by the priest and those members of such traditional religion, its exclusive for the members and no one is expected to encroach in such land. Also, the community have different lands designated for different traditional function.

DETERMINATION:

They are two types of determination and they include Absolute transfer and partition. In Ukwulu absolute transfer is commonly used and this is when the totality of the interest in the land is transferred to another person through sale or gift to the person.
Conclusion: The above covers the land tenure practice in Ukwulu Anambra state and it intensively explains the creation, ownership, management and determination of land.
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