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Thecoronavirusdisease(COVID 19)thatstartedoutasanepidemicinWuhan,chinain
December2019andendedupasapandemichasthrownthewholeworldintoawarlike
situation.scoresofthousandsofdeathshavebeenrecorded cumulativelyfor allcountries
aroundtheworld.Healthcaresystemsinmostcountriesareoverwhelmedbytheseriouslysick
patientsinhospitals,manyofwhom areonventilatorsandnursedinintensivecareunits.Global
andlocaleconomiesstandattheirworstindecades;theworldeconomyisnowdeclaredtobe
inrecessionbytheworldbank,andcouldeventuallyleadtothedeepestdepressionsince
1929.ThefirstconfirmedcaseofthepandemicofthevirusinNigeriawasannouncedon
27Febuary2020,whenanItaliancitizeninLagostestedpositiveforthevirus,causedbySARS-
CoV-2.Onmarch2020,asecondcaseoftheviruswasreportedinEwekoro,Ogunstate,a
NigeriancitizenwhohadcontactwiththeItaliancitizen.

Nigeriawhichisoneofthemostpopulouscountriesonthecontinentwithanestimated
populationof200millionhas493confirmedcasesofCOVID19asof18April2020.These
numbersare,howeverfarfrom thetruereflectionofthesituationinNigeria,basedonthefact
thattestingisnotbeingcarriedoutonalargescaleandthevirusisnowspreadingcommunally.
TheNigeriancenterfordiseasecontrol(NCDC)statedearlierinthismonththatthepresent
testingvolumeis500testsperdayandhopedtoincreasethiscapacityto1000ormoretesting
perdayinthecomingweeks.Thusfar,lessthan5000testshavebeencarriedoutina
populationof200million.presentlyhealthofficialsaregoingfrom hometohometoconduct
testsduetotherapidriseintherateofinfections,inasingledayover50caseswhererecorded
.Healthexpertshaveraisedalarmsovertheimpactofthecoronavirusoutbreak,warningthat

the country’s unprepared and underfunded healthcare system could quickly become
overwhelmed.TheNigeriangovernmentisconstantlycriticizedbycitizensforitslackofaction
infixingthecountry’shealthcaresystem .Millionsdonothaveaccesstoadequatehealthcare,
withpublichospitalsatsubstandardlevelsandprivatehealthcaretooexpensiveformostto
affordinacountrywithhighpovertyrate.Thecoronaviruspandemichasbroughtthehealthcare
problemstolightagain,withangrycitizenstakingtosocialmediatosuggestthatgovernment
officialswhocontractthevirusshouldstayintheirownstatesandbetreatedbypublic
healthcaresystemstheyhaverefusedtofix.DespitethefactthatNigerianhealthcaresystem is
pitiful,dueto thetimelyinterventionofNigeriangovernmentandtheallotmentoffunds,
provisionofisolationcenters,provisionofadailysalaryforhealthcareworkerstreatingvictims
ofthispandemicsasaform ofencouragementandsourceofincomeinthesehardtimes.
ThesearetheeffortoftheNigeriangovernmenttomakethebestoutofabadsituation,it
mightnotbeadequatebutthisisnotatimetopointfingersbuthelpineverywaywecanno



matterhowsmall.PersonallyIbelievetheNigeriangovernmentshouldbecommended,dueto
inabilityofNigeriaasanationtohandlesuchacrisesandtheamountofmoneyatourdisposal
.

Inanattempttocurtail thevirus,thecountry’seconomiccapitalLagosplacedabanon
gatheringsofmorethan20people.Allschoolshavebeenclosedandreligiousgatheringshave
beenbanned.Thefederalgovernmenthasalsoorderedtheclosureofallinternationalairports
.Theeffectoftherestrictionmeasurestoslowthespreadofthevirusarealreadybeingfeltin

Nigeria‘slargestcityLagosstate.Smallbusinessesandmarketstradershavebeenhardesthit
asastayathomeorderwaspassedbythegovernmentfortwoweeks,butduetotheincrease
incasesthislockdownwasextended.Theextensionofthelockdownisexpectedtoaddtothe
hardshipofmillionsofNigerianslivinghand–to-mouth,oftenonlessthanadollaraday.The
presidentsaidheisfullyawareofthegreatdifficultiesexperiencedespeciallybythosewho
earnadailywage,butdespitetheserealities,wemustnotchangetherestrictionsasitis
paramounttothecurtailofthespreadofthisnovelvirus.Atlocalmarketsontheoutskirtsof
thecapital,thatisAbuja,therestrictioninmovementhasdisruptedsupplyoffarm produce,the
onlyfew whoareabletosupplyhavetobribesecurityagents,henceincreasingthepriceof
theseessentialcommodities.Intheorythesupplyanddistributionoffoodshouldbeexempted
from thetransportrestrictionsbutthosemeasuresareprovingdifficulttoenforceproperly.
Abujamarketsmanagementlimited,whorunsseveralmarketsandshoppingprecinctsinthe
Nigeriancapitalwillberequestingthatallstallholders,marketworkersandstaffwearprotective
facemasksduringsupplyandsaleofessentialfooditems,inanew initiativetocombatthe
spreadofthevirusinthenation.Fishmarketsandfarmersaretobeopenatspecifictimesand
ondesignateddaysbutonlyfoodandessentialitemswillbeavailable.Thegovernmenthas
pledgedaseriesofsupportmeasurestoeasethefinancialpainforthemostvulnerable,but
therehavebeenwidespreadcompliantthatnotenoughisbeingdoneforthosefacinghunger.
Duetothelackofmeanstoprocurefundstherehasbeenaspikeincrimeduringthelockdown,
aspolicearrestedalmost200suspectsinlagosandogunstate.Therewasevenanincidentof
agangofarmedrobbersinsururlere,lagosstate,whocalledthemselvesthe‘’100millionboys
armedrobbergang’’.Accordingtotheresidentsthereceivedalettersupposedtobefrom this
socalledgang,advisingthem topreparefortheircomingandpreparetogivethem whatthey
wanttoavoidmoretrouble.Theyapparentlyinstructedthem nottoinvolvethepoliceormilitary
assuchactionswillresultindeathorinjuries.Asitstandstheresidentsliveinconstantfearof
thissocalledgangmembers,noattackshavebeenrecordedandthepoliceisyettorespondon
thisissue.Thisisoneofthefalloutsofthislockdownandrestrictionofmovement.

Ontheotherhandofficialsareinsistingthatthemeasuresareneededtocontaintheviruswhich,
ifitgetsoutofhandcouldoverwhelm analreadyweakhealthsystem.Butfarmers,sellersand
consumers complain the fightagainstthe virus has turned Nigeria into a patchwork of
roadblocksandregulationsthathaverupturedbusinesslinks.Importersarealsofacingmajor
hurdlesthathaveseenthevolumeofgoodscomingintoLagosthroughitscloggedportdwindle
.Thebanksareclosedandthoughtheoreticallyitispossibletopaycustomsdutiesonline,not

allimportersareabletodoso,asaresultvolumeofdeliveriesofcargoareprobablydown
by50%.Analysthavewarnedtherecouldstillbemuchhardertimesaheadasthelockdown
pushesupthecostandupsetssupplychains.Asthepandemicissettobearoundforatleast
thenextfewmonths,webelievethatconsumersshouldprepareforevenmorepriceincreases
.Thisdevelopmentwouldhaveimportantimplicationsforthehealthoftheeconomyandlargely

determinewhetherthecountry’spresentanemicgrowthTrackturnsintoafulldownturninthe



economyofthenation.

Asanationandasindividualssuchacriseswasnotexpected,atthebeginningofthisyearno
oneknew whathorrorsthisyearheld.Asmillionsaroundthewordlosetheirlivesonadaily
basis,lovedonesgone,anunplanneddemise,shortageoffood.Leadersofgreatnations
aroundtheworldthrownintocompleteconfusion.Sportingeventallpostponed,travelbans
implemented.Itissadtosaythatamerebiologicalentitynow controlstheaffairsofmen,it
dictates,wherewearetogo,whom wearetosee,whatwearetoeat.Thesilentprayersonthe
mindsofmanyaroundtheworldistherateatwhichthisvirusisspreadinginotherpartsofthe
world,itshouldnothappeninAfricabecauseonlyGodwouldbeabletodeliverusfrom this
scourge.




