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GrossAnatomyofthefemaleexternalgenitalia

Theexternalgenitalorgansincludethemonspubis,labiamajora,labia

minora,Bartholinglands,andclitoris.Theareacontainingtheseorgansis

calledthevulva.

Thefunctionsincludes;enablingsperm toenterthebodyandprotecting

theinternalgenitalorgansfrom infectiousorganisms.

Themonpubisisaroundedmoundoffattytissuethatcoversthepubic

bone.Itiscoveredwithhair,anditcontainsoil-secretingorsebaceous

glandsthatreleasesubstancescalledpheromonesthatareinvolvedin

sexualattraction.

Thelabiamajoraarelikelargelipsbecausetheyarerelativelylarge,fleshy

foldsoftissuethatencloseandprotecttheotherexternalgenitalorgans.

Theyarecomparabletothescrotum inmales.Thelabiamajoracontain

sweatandsebaceousglands,whichproducelubricatingsecretions.

Thelabiaminoraarelikesmalllips.Theycanbeverysmallorupto2

incheswide.Thelabiaminoraliejustinsidethelabiamajoraandsurround

theopeningstothevaginaandurethra.Arichsupplyofbloodvesselsgives

thelabiaminoraapinkcolor.Duringsexualstimulation,theseblood



vesselsbecomeengorgedwithblood,causingthelabiaminoratoswelland

becomemoresensitivetostimulation.

Whenstimulated,Bartholinglands(locatedbesidethevaginalopening)

secreteathickfluidthatsupplieslubricationforintercourse.

Theopeningtotheurethra,whichcarriesurinefrom thebladdertothe

outside,islocatedaboveandinfrontofthevaginalopening.

Theclitoris,locatedbetweenthelabiaminoraattheirupperend,isasmall

protrusionthatcorrespondstothepenisinthemale.Theclitoris,likethe

glanspenis,isverysensitivetosexualstimulation.

BloodSupply

Itismainlyfrom thepudendalarteryanditsbranchestotheurogenitaland

analtriangles.Thelateralaspectsoftheexternalgenitaliareceivetheir

bloodsupplyfrom theeternalpudendalartery,abranchofthefemoral

artery.

Lymphaticdrainage



Itisviathesuperficialanddeepinguinallymphnodes.Lymphfrom the

clitoris,vestibularbulbandanteriorlabiaminoracanalternativelydraininto

theinternaliliaclymphnodes.


