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It was recoreded that in the eighteenth and nineteenth century the then Europeans were said
to have encounterd a kind of change in their socio-cultura background due to the success
recorded in natural science and as a result the then europeans began to trust the words of
scientists and their researches and sought their opinion on other discipline unrelated to science.
however, This positive response to science happened as a result to the change in the social-
cultural milieu in that era, and it further explians the theory of postivism as an application of
science to any issue. and the period in which it emancipated is known as the renaissance
period, this was the period of revolution of the greeks returning to their heritage of using
reason in matter of public concern and not to dictate of religion as it was in the age prior to this
time which was known to be the aeon period which was the dark age the period when the
church was in control of Europe whatever the pope says is final in the whole of Europe.it
became a threat to the happiness and survival of humans so they began to infiltrate literature
with some justification as other scholars like socrates and the likes have done. and gave rise to
the classical period of Romanticism, according to russell “the period of history which is
commonly called modern has a mental outlook which differs from that of the medieval period in
so many ways of which there are two basic important things, the declining authority of the
church and the increasing authority of science” and as a result brought about individualism up
to the point of anarchy.

Scientific ways of doing things was as a resullt of the application of philosophical approach to
issues, but hence science was restricted to the study of natural phenomena because it was only
material and none living things that was believed not to behave in a normal way and also
rationally but this was highly argued by the father of social philosophy august comte which
stood on the fact that human society behaves the same like material that they can be highly




predicted this was now the beginning of social sciences and sociology. Positivism rejects any
speculations that does base on facts of experience as a means of obtaining knowledge.
However not withstanding the shortcomings and problems of positivism lets us explicate on the
idea of social science it birthed.

Soual SC|ence

ial n i n ar f i he explan nfhmn haviour.

marx. thomas hobbes however august comte is regarded as the father of soual science.
Social science from its inception have its aims and objectives such as:

To Understand humans in h historical and cultural development context and f [sr nsibl

It aIso Inﬂuences human behaV|our grooming it towards a soually deS|rabIe conduct and channeling

collective effort towards development. also Discover and manipulate if possible the laws governing most
f human behaviour and Advancin nd armchair phil hy the knowl he char i

mperamen i haviour of rson or gr r that exhibi h in an activi

contradiction. Where by human can not be comgared to a materlal because material can be Qredlcted
while a man cannot be predicted because it is a rational being.

Mor his ch r further stretch xamine “the problem of r nan " To understan

vent and its cause and there |t sheds Ilght on the erncu:_>|e of cause and effect. According to an account

given in this chapter for anything to be the cause of another the cause and effect must; Have an
invariable or constant relation in th nse that whenever the all rs the effect m |

r.al iall nti hat is two event m r in roximately th me | jon or

which brlngs about the effect such that the effect must not be part of the orlglnal cond|t|ons that are
necessary and sufficient for its occurrence.

everyone W|II agree that was the reason why he Qunched h|s frlend was because, he was angry. one can

then conclude that anger could be the reas or the cause of the man's action, we can then draw a line
ween I nan its ar | hat the word 'r n'can i for' '



some people also augured that reasons are not causes but rather the are motives and intent an example
of which is a man going to the pharmacy to purchase chIorogume for hIS famlly which we can say that

was his motive of goin he pharm n in n th n regard his motiv h
f him goin he pharm nd mor n him in h hrm re h Idnt fin

hat its better to Ieave reason as motlve,drlve, or |ntent and not cause some thlosophers stand strongly
on the believe that reason is not only causes but they are ultimate casual power which lies in human and

h ribin | power to inanim hin n i in the physical world m naive of
(Robin Collingwood)

nd man is said to be a ratlonal beign W|th freeW|II,emot|ons, and deS|res and some other features that

reflects in his actions or reaction. this howvever undermines the predictability of human behaviour with
which natural scien heir laws. an instan iven here is, the law of demand an lyin

nomi Whr it he higher th he higher the pri hhlhrh ly th

human behawour to the point that these laws becomes doubtful hence the Iaw of demand and sugr_)ly

cant be applicable at all times because some consumer's have no choice and some producers have made
me things n ry in as much won | r if n men r




