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                          COVID-19 assignment

THE CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC AND ITS EFFECTS ON NIGERIANS

The world is being challenged with a disease which has led to the loss of lives, limited movements,decrease in standard of living; to mention a few.This was just a disease until few weeks after the outbreak when it was declared a global pandemic by the WHO(World health organization). This present challenge is caused by an outbreak of the Corona virus.

What is Corona virus?

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by a newly discovered Coronavirus.The COVID-19 virus spreads primarily through droplets of saliva or discharge from the nose when an infected person coughs or sneezes. At this time, there are no specific vaccines or treatments for COVID-19. However,there are many ongoing clinical trials evaluating potential treatments. The coronavirus is an airborne disease, hence, it could be contracted very easily. This disease has been spreading rapidly around the world with more than 2.4 million cases now confirmed in 185 countries. At least 167,000 people have died in the world.

Due to the widespread of the virus, strict lockdowns were imposed in the country. Though the government was only concerned about the safety of her citizens by reducing the spread of the disease in the country, it has turned against them because this imposure is affecting a number of people in one way or the other.

Everything has literally being put on hold. Schools have being shut down putting academic activities on hold and teachers jobless. Companies, shops, banks, construction sites, virtually everything is affected. People are suffering, people are dying but not entirely because there is no money and food. This has led to a number of people going extra miles just to eat in a day. There is a high increase in crime rate due to frustration and hunger or as it I now called, "the hunger virus". Few days ago,a letter was sent to a community leader in one of the states in the country that a group consisting of one million boys will be coming to rob that vicinity and everyone should comply or there would be spillage of blood. This has caused sleepless nights to many Nigerians as majority are scared of losing the last food stuff in their homes and most important their lives.

Aside from the increased crime rate, suicide is also an effect. Few weeks ago, a man was saved by his neighbor when he attempted committing suicide. From a reliable source,it was recorded that the man confessed that he had felt pressure lately because his family expects him to send money and food stuff to them but he has nothing so he decided to just end it. This man was saved today but what about others who have died and were not fortunate like him?

Yes there is no doubt that the lockdown has reduced the spread of the virus but keeping people in their homes with no means of livelihood for two weeks is not really good looking at the negativity it has caused and now that it has been extended for another two weeks who knows how much of the population would be left? Some people even say that "if the virus doesn't kill us,hunger and frustration will". Nigerians have nothing to do but to hope that all these will come to an end very soon.
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