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THECORONAVIRUS

Thecoronavirus(COVID-19)isaninfectiousdiseasecausedbyanewlydiscoveredcorona

virus.Thevirusaffectstherespiratoryorgansonthepersoninfectedandcanbeeasily

transmittedthroughdropletsofsalivaordischargefrom thenosewhenapersoncoughsor

sneezes.Althoughthereisnocureyet,therapidspreadcanbecurbedbywashingyourhands

withsoapandwater,usingalcoholbasedhandsanitizersandaswellassocialdistancing.

Duetotherapidspreadofthevirus,variouscountriesincludingNigeriahasorderedher

citizenstostayindoors.Althoughthisisconsideredtakingtherightstepstobattlethis

pandemic,thegovernmentofNigeriatendstoforgetthatNigeriaisathirdworldcountryand

majorityofhercitizensbelongtotheclassdivisionandthishasvariouseffectsonthecitizens.

SomeeffectswhichlockdownandrestrictionofmovementhascausedinNigeriaarecountless

butsomeofthem include;

Highcriminalactivities:someNigeriancitizensgenerateincomeondailybasisfrom bluecollar

jobslikemouldingofblocks,sellingofgoods,carryingofbuildingblocks.Duringthecauseof

thelockdowntherehasbeenunavailabilityofjobs.Thegovernmentontheotherhanddonot

carefortheneedsofthesepeople,hencethesepersonswithoutjobsdonothavewhattoeat.

Inresponsetothelaxityofthegovernmenttheyhaveresultedtocrime.Therehasbeena

steadyincreaseofcrimeinLagosandOgunstateparticularly.

Highcostofliving:duetothelockdowntherehasbeenanincreaseinthecostofliving.

Peoplewhoareabletogotothemarketfinditdifficulttopurchasewhattheyneedwiththe

moneytheyhaveinhand.Somepeoplenolongerworkandhencedonotearnmoneyhence

theyfinditdifficulttomakepurchaseswiththelittlethattheyhave.

Thosewhosellalsousethisopportunitytoexploitothers,althoughitcannotbehelped

becausethesearedifficulttimesforeverybody.Itisalsobecauseoftherestrictionof

movementanditistotheiradvantagebecausepeoplehavelittleornochoiceonwhereto

purchasetheiressentialneedsfrom.

Somedecidetousethisopportunitytohordeessentialgoodsandthisleadstoinflationofthe

priceoftheseitems.

Increasedviolence:duetothelockdown,therehasbeenanincreaseinthenumbersofsecurity

personalsfoundonthestreets.Someoftheseofficersabusetheirpowerandbeatupcitizens.

Citizensontheotherhandoftentakelawsintotheirownhandsandretaliate.Therateof

violencehasrisentoagreatextentinWarri,DeltaState.

Therehasalsobeenreportedsightingsofjunglejusticesincethelockdown.Peoplewhoare



caughtstealingarebeingbeatenmercilesslybyfellowcitizens.Althoughthingsarehard,this

isthetimetodisplayloveandaffectiontowardsoneanother,thisisnotthecase.

TherewasdeclarationofafourteendaylockdowninallthestatesinNigeria,howeverdueto

thecontinuousriseinthenumbersofcaseseverydaytherehasbeenanextensionofthe

lockdowninvariousstates.Alleveryonecandoistostaysafeathomeandwait.


