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Farming poultry

If you farm or intend to farm poultry, there are rules and regulations that you must be aware of. You must follow specific legislation in order to maintain quality and to ensure that animal and consumer health, and the environment, is protected.

Even if you only keep a small number of poultry as a hobby, many of the rules for commercial poultry farming still apply. The nidirect government services webpage "Keeping chickens - what you need to know" has useful information for anyone who is considering keeping chickens as pets or for eggs. It includes links to websites with information on, for example: poultry breeds, poultry diseases, how to hatch and rear chicks and how to humanely kill chickens when necessary

Poultry registration

Anyone keeping birds of any species, not just chickens, is required by law to register with the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA).  Only pet birds kept in cages indoors are exempt. For guidance and an application form to register your birds, go to the bird registration page.

Bird registration

There are additional rules for registering specific types of poultry premises, for example: egg production (laying hen) sites, and a step-by-step guide for egg producers on production site registration, dependant on flock size and types of egg sales, is available below:

Egg producers registration egg stamping and marketing flowchart

There are also rules for registering poultry breeding sites, hatcheries and certain types of poultrymeat premises.

Marketing rules and regulations for poultry and eggs

The Poultrymeat Marketing Standards regulate standards throughout the European Union (EU) for the marketing of poultrymeat intended for human consumption.

They control the classification of poultrymeat from chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowl by:

quality

weight

packaging and labelling

water content

storage

They also specify the standards that must be met on farms before claims about farming methods, for example: Free Range, can be made and require such farms to be specially registered.

The Hatching eggs and Poultry Chicks Marketing Standards establish common standards for marketing and transporting hatching eggs and chicks throughout the EU and to enable the European Commission to obtain information about chick placings for forecasts of future supplies of hatching eggs and poultry.

The regulations apply to the production and marketing of hatching eggs, and of poultry chicks not more than185g in weight, of the following species: domestic fowl (chickens), turkeys, ducks, chicks, geese and guinea fowl.

Hatcheries with a setting capacity of 1,000 eggs or more and breeding establishments with 100 or more breeding birds are required to register with DAERA and to comply with the regulations. Establishments with a lower setting capacity or with fewer breeding birds are not required to comply with the regulations but may do so if they wish.

The Eggs Marketing Standards lay down uniform standards throughout the EU for the marketing of hen eggs intended for human consumption. The rules include requirements for grading (by quality and weight), stamping, packaging, labelling, marking and production methods (Organic, Free Range, Barn or Cage) as well as storage and transport. This ensures that consumers are provided with good quality eggs of a common standard.

The EU Egg Marketing Standards regulations enforced by DAERA refer specifically to hen eggs. The production and sale of duck or goose eggs on a commercial scale are subject to Food Hygiene legislation requirements and eggs must be kept clean, dry, insulated and provided to the consumer within 21 days from lay. Sales of small quantities of duck and goose eggs, directly to the consumer or to a local shop, are covered by general food safety legislation which is enforced by District Councils.

Salmonella rules and regulations for poultry and eggs

There are various rules and regulations that apply to different species and types of poultry or egg production, including for breeding poultry, egg laying hens and meat turkeys and broilers.

Most egg producers (but particularly those with more than 350 hens) must have samples from flocks tested for Salmonella and if a flock of laying hens is found to be infected with certain types of Salmonella, the eggs cannot be sold as Class A or for direct human consumption but must be heat treated or disposed of at an 

Environmental protection and pollution control

Poultry farms affect the environment through the release of pollutants, such as:

ammonia

nutrients from manure, litter and slurry

effluent discharges

dust

odour

noise

The Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) website has useful information and guidance for poultry farmers on, for example, rules relating to pollution prevention and control, Nitrates Action Programme and Phosphorus Regulations 2011-2014 and poultry litter storage and spreading.

Animal By-products

Animal by-products (ABPs) are animal carcases, parts of carcases or products of animal origin that are not intended for human consumption - on poultry farms this includes, for example: dead birds, manure, broken eggs, egg shells and feathers.

ABPs are a potential source of risk to public and animal health and regulations have been in place for many years to control these risks by setting out the rules for their collection, storage, transport, treatment, use and disposal.

How to Start Layer Poultry Farm for Egg Production

Layer chickens are specially breed for the purpose of egg laying. Egg laying starts at 18 weeks with noted slump in 72 weeks. Popular layer poultry birds are Gold line, Lehman brown, Harvard white, Marshall Ross.

The business requires huge startup capital, good location, appropriate utilities and labor. Proper waste disposal measures and feed management should be put in place. Vaccinate accordingly, develop an effective marketing strategy.

Egg Facts

Total fat content in egg are mono-saturated fat 4.1g, saturated fat 3.3g, poly-saturated fat 1.4g. Cholesterol levels in egg is high 373mg per 100 grams. Total carbohydrate is 1.1g, sugar 1.1g, dietary fiber 0g.

Potassium content 126mg, sodium 124mg, protein 13g. You get 10% vitamin A, 21% vitamin D, 5% calcium 5% vitamin B-6. Others are Cobalamin 18%, 2% magnesium 6% iron, 0% vitamin C

Egg Fat

saturated fat
3.3g

poly-saturated fat
1.4g

mono-saturated fat
4.1g

Egg Nutrient

Calories
155

Cholesterol
373mg per 100 grams

carbohydrate
1.1g

Potassium
126mg

protein
13g

sugar
1.1g

Egg Vitamins
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6%
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6%

Cobalamin
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Vitamin B-6
5%
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21%
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5%

Vitamin A
10%

Vitamin C

Top Egg Laying Chicken Breeds

To succeed in this business it is important to choose the best egg laying chicken for optimum production. The bird should be adaptable to your geographical location, rugged with good longevity.

Physical characteristics differ from small, midsized or large with color variations golden brown, white, red, grey. Some have good feed conversion rate are capable of laying 200-250 eggs a year.

Top egg laying chickens are Plymouth, Bernevelder, Hamburg, Rhode Island Red. Others are Sussex, Leghorn, different hybrids, Ancona and Marans.

Good Egg Layers

Plymouth

Bernevelder

Hamburg

Rhode Island Red

Sussex

Leghorn

Different hybrids

Ancona

Marans

Layer Cage System

Choosing the right cage system for intensive egg production is mandatory. Different systems are Chore-Time Modular Manure Belt Cage System, parent breeder poultry cage. Others to consider are starter rearing cage, double or triple deck poultry cages.

Equipment include automatic manure belt adjustment, automatic chain feeder, egg collection system or egg smart elevator. More are farm packers, residue treatment unit, enriched colony system, mobile housing, pullet rearing and poultry climate control.

Layer Poultry Equipment

Chore-Time Modular Manure Belt Cage System

Parent breeder poultry cage

Starter rearing cage

Double or triple deck poultry cages.

Automatic manure belt adjustment

Automatic chain feeder

Egg collection system

Egg smart elevator

Farm packers

Residue treatment unit

Enriched colony system

Mobile housing

Weighing equipment

Pullet rearing

Poultry climate control

Business Plan for Layer Poultry Farm

Company DescriptionThe business is registered as a sole enterprise with address in Lagos, Nigeria. However different registration options are available to investors. The investor can register as a partnership or limited liability company.

Having a good business insurance is very important to safeguard the organization from unexpected problems like stock depletion, disease or fire. Work scope involves layer poultry farming for egg production. The eggs are sold to wholesalers’ retailers, hotels, restaurants, bakeries.

Product

Product is quality, highly nutritional chicken eggs. We will sell spent birds, process meat for open market. Other products are free-range eggs, hatching eggs, brown/white eggs.

Business Plan

Executive Summary

Business Overview

Business Description

Vision and Mission Statement

Proposal

Success Factors

Industry

Pricing

Funding

Infrastructure

Quality control

Cost of production

Projected revenue/ cash flow

Marketing

Executive Summary

Purpose of production is table eggs from layer poultry birds in battery cage system. Production capacity of 120 crates per day at a rate of 30 eggs in each crate. Chicken population of 3600 with extra 20 hens to make up the difference.

Expected revenue generation is based on current price of crate of eggs, farm maintenance, feeding, and transportation. Point of lay birds generally get spent with reduced production after two years. Spent birds will be replaced with new point of lay hens.

.Business Overview

Poultry eggs are in high demand and attract good price. Poultry production involves meat production, table eggs. Other poultry used in egg production include ostrich eggs, turkey eggs, duck, quail eggs.

 Objective
Objective is to provide quality products, reduce unemployment, poverty alleviation.

Vision and Mission Statement

Mission is to produce eggs through intensive poultry farming. Vision includes employment generation, wealth creation and egg production.

Purpose

Purpose is to contribute to economy, create employment opportunity. Others are wealth creation, build customer relations, and meet demand of customers.

Contribute to economy

Create employment opportunity

Wealth creation

Build customer relations

Meet demand of customers

Success Factors

Success factors are hinged on housing, business expertise and finance. Other critical factors include bird nutrition, availability of clean water, farm management, feeding, administration, biosecurity.

Management: management covers epidemic, diseases, feeding, cleaning, and disposal of waste.

Expertise: it is important to have experts access the bird’s health, production, caged environment. Experts include veterinarian, nutritionist, marketers and sales professionals.

Pricing: Pricing is important to the success of the business. Make sure the price is competitive and in line with competitors.

Financing: poultry egg production is capital intensive requires appropriate funding. Funding is needed for purchase/lease of farm land, construction of hen house, purchase of layer cage 

system.

Other funding requirements are purchase of birds, layer feed, medication, labor. Funding sources are micro-finance banks, bank of industry, personal savings, partnership, friends and family.

Funding

Microfinance banks

Bank of industry

Personal savings

Partnership

Friends and family

Staff

We will hire or partner professionals in the field. Qualified competent hands include cleaners, operation officer, human resources and admin manager. Others are front desk staff, accountant/cashier, farm manager, marketers.

Roles and Responsibilities

The chief executive offer roles and responsibility are communicating, strategizing, and implementing the vision of the farm. General farm manager will oversee daily activity, supervise, advice. Human resources is responsible for hiring, employee evaluation, and administrative work.

Accountant is responsible for the financials while sales marketer is to find new customer base. Front desk staff deal directly with customers, takes orders, carry out administrative duties. Field staff take care of waste, hygiene, cleanliness of environment and feeding.

Industrial Status

Poultry eggs are in high demand competitively priced. The industry is huge with many producers, however the production falls short of demand. Average employment determinants are three people first year with increase of two persons per year as production increases.

Infrastructure

Farm infrastructure includes bird housing, farm house. The farm needs a perimeter fencing, borehole or well. Provide waste disposal area, cages, storage facility for feed. Add an egg storage area, crates, appropriate lighting and farm equipment 

Purpose

Purpose is to contribute to economy, create employment opportunity. Others are wealth creation, build customer relations, and meet demand of customers.

Contribute to economy

Create employment opportunity

Wealth creation

Build customer relations

Meet demand of customers

1.6 Success Factors

Success factors are hinged on housing, business expertise and finance. Other critical factors include bird nutrition, availability of clean water, farm management, feeding, administration, biosecurity.

Management: management covers epidemic, diseases, feeding, cleaning, and disposal of waste.

Feeding: is a critical part of egg production with emphases on good nutrition, availability of clean water. 14 tons of quality feed can feed 4800 birds per month.

Expertise: it is important to have experts access the bird’s health, production, caged environment. Experts include veterinarian, nutritionist, marketers and sales professionals.

Pricing: Pricing is important to the success of the business. Make sure the price is competitive and in line with competitors.

Financing: poultry egg production is capital intensive requires appropriate funding. Funding is needed for purchase/lease of farm land, construction of hen house, purchase of layer cage system.

Other funding requirements are purchase of birds, layer feed, medication, labor. Funding sources are micro-finance banks, bank of industry, personal savings, partnership, friends and family.

Related Post: How to Start Quail Farming

Funding

Microfinance banks
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We will hire or partner professionals in the field. Qualified competent hands include cleaners, operation officer, human resources and admin manager. Others are front desk staff, accountant/cashier, farm manager, marketers.

Roles and Responsibilities

The chief executive offer roles and responsibility are communicating, strategizing, and implementing the vision of the farm. General farm manager will oversee daily activity, supervise, advice. Human resources is responsible for hiring, employee evaluation, and administrative work.

Accountant is responsible for the financials while sales marketer is to find new customer base. Front desk staff deal directly with customers, takes orders, carry out administrative duties. Field staff take care of waste, hygiene, cleanliness of environment and feeding.

Industrial Status

Poultry eggs are in high demand competitively priced. The industry is huge with many producers, however the production falls short of demand. Average employment determinants are three people first year with increase of two persons per year as production increases.

Infrastructure

Farm infrastructure includes bird housing, farm house. The farm needs a perimeter fencing, borehole or well. Provide waste disposal area, cages, storage facility for feed. Add an egg storage area, crates, appropriate lighting and farm equipment 

