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THECORONAVIRUS(COVID-19)

Theviruscalledcoronavirusalsoknownas(COVID-19)isaninfectiousdiseasecausedbyanewlydiscovered

coronavirus.Thevirusaffectstherespiratoryorgansoftheinfectedpersonandcanbeeasilytransmittedthrough

dropletsofsalivaordischargefromthenosewhenapersoncoughsorsneezes,Peoplewhobecomeinfectedmay

experienceonlymildillnessandrecovereasily,butitcanbemoresevereinothers,particularlytheelderlyandthe

personwithotherunderlyingchronicillnesses.Althoughthereisnocureyet,therapidspreadcanbecurbedby

regularlywashingyourhandswithsoapandwater,usingalcoholbasedhandsanitizers,wearingoffacemask

andaswellassocialdistancing.

Duetotherapidspreadofthevirus,variouscountriesincludingNigeriahaveorderedtheircitizenstostayindoors.

Althoughthisisconsideredtakingtherightstepstobattlethispandemic,thegovernmentofNigeriatendstoforget

thatNigeriaisathirdworldcountryandmajorityofhercitizensbelongtotheclassdivisionandthishasvarious

effectsonthecitizens.

SomeeffectswhichlockdownandrestrictionofmovementhascausedinNigeriaarecountlessbutsomeofthem

include;

Highcriminalactivities:someNigeriancitizensgenerateincomeondailybasisfrombluecollarjobslike

mouldingofblocks,sellingofgoods,carryingofbuildingblocks.Duringthecauseofthelockdowntherehas

beenunavailabilityofjobs.Thegovernmentontheotherhanddonotcarefortheneedsofthesepeoples,hencethese

personswithoutjobsdonothavewhattoeat.Inresponsetothelaxityofgovernmenttheyhaveresultedtocrime.

TherehasbeenasteadyincreaseofcrimeinLagosandOgunstateparticularly.

Increasedviolence:Duetothelockdown,therehasbeenanincreaseinthenumbersofsecuritypersonnelfoundon

thestreets.Someoftheseofficersabusetheirpowerandbeatupcitizens.Citizensontheotherhandoftentakelaws

intotheirownhandsandretaliate.TherateofviolencehasrisentoagreatextentinWarri,DeltaState.

Therehavealsobeenreportedsightingsofjunglejusticesincethelockdown.Peoplewhoarecaughtstealingare

beingbeatenmercilesslybyfellowcitizens.Althoughthingsarehard,thisisthetimetodisplayloveandaffection

towardsoneanother,thisisnotthecase.

TherewasdeclarationofafourteendaylockdowninallthestatesinNigeria,howeverduetothecontinuousrisein



thenumbersofcaseseverydaytherehasbeenanextensionofthelockdowninvariousstates.Allweneedtodoisto

obeytherulesandregulationbystayingathomeandstaysafe.

Highcostofliving:Duetothelockdowntherehasbeenanincreaseinthecostofliving.Peoplewhoareabletogo

tothemarketfinditdifficulttopurchasewhattheyneedwiththemoneytheyhaveinhand.Somepeoplenolonger

workandhencedonotearnmoneysotheyfinditdifficulttomakepurchaseswiththelittlethattheyhave.

Thosewhosellalsousethisopportunitytoexploitothers,althoughthiscannotbehelpedbecausethesearedifficult

timesforeverybody.

Somedecidetousethisopportunitytohordeessentialgoodsandthisleadstoinflationofthepriceoftheseitems.


