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Discuss your nursing responsibilities toward a patient scheduled to receive neoadjuvant treatment for the management of cancer 

The nurse is responsible for the safe and appropriate administration of cancer therapy medications (chemotherapy, biological therapy, targeted therapy and associated supportive medications) in accordance with legislative requirements, national standards and local policy. The nurse is responsible for ensuring the protocol and prescription is reviewed, the patient has received appropriate education and information on therapy and that protocol stated patient assessments are performed prior to administration of therapy. 

This section defines responsibilities of the nurse when administering cancer therapy to a patient. It does not include self-administration by the patient. The nurse forms the last link in the chain of responsible healthcare providers in the provision of cancer therapy and thus offers a final opportunity for detection of error and support of patients before administration of therapy commences. 

The nurse is responsible for ensuring: 

 Family, carers or others are adequately informed about the treatment and administration process. Education and information should be based on the patient’s reading level and literacy and level of understanding of information provided (Neuss et al, 2017). 

 Patient education and consent processes have been completed and documented according to local institute requirements. 

 The planned treatment is verified with the patient and understood by them (Neuss et al, 2017). 

 All medication is stored appropriately prior to administration. 

 Independent verification of the medication order (including chemotherapy, targeted therapy and supportive medication) according to the protocol, the patient’s treatment plan, patient laboratory parameters and other individual parameters. 

 The therapy and associated treatments are administered to the patient in a safe and timely manner.

 Any immediate and longer term effects are appropriately managed. 

 All professional and legal responsibilities with respect to administration of medications are met. 

Discuss your responsibilities towards a patient receiving radiotherapy on an oncology unit where your practice. 

Nursing Responsibilities in Radiation Therapy 
 Assessment. The nurse assesses the patient’s skin and oropharyngeal mucosa regularly when radiation therapy is directed to these areas, and also the nutritional status and general well-being should be assessed. 

 Symptoms. If systemic symptoms, such as weakness and fatigue, occur, the nurse explains that these symptoms are a result of the treatment and do not represent deterioration or progression of the disease. 

 Safety precautions. Safety precautions used in caring for a patient receiving brachytherapy include assigning the patient to a private room, posting appropriate notices about radiation safety precautions, having staff members wear dosimeter badges, making sure that pregnant staff members are not assigned to the patient’s care, prohibiting visits by children and pregnant visitors, limiting visits from others to 30 minutes daily, and seeing that visitors maintain a 6 foot distance from the radiation source. 

What precautions should you take while caring for a patient receiving chemotherapy on your unit. 

Nurses must be familiar with their institutional policies regarding personal protective equipment, handling and disposal of chemotherapeutic agents and supplies, and management of accidental spills or exposures. 

Since healthcare professionals often come in contact with both patients undergoing chemotherapy and the chemotherapeutic drugs that are used, it is quite logical that they have to take several precautionary measures in consideration when administering the drugs: 

 Special gloves, gowns and possibly goggles are worn when administering and preparing the drugs. 

 The preparation of the medication takes place in areas with special ventilation systems to avoid inhaling or splashing of droplets. 

 When handling urine or stool of a patient, special care for safety needs to be paramount. 

 Special disposal procedures are implemented for the material that was used to prepare and/or mix the drugs. 

 The gowns and gloves are disposed in special bags. 

 In the case of visible leaks or spills, special precautions are taken. 

