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ASSIGNMENT

1).Discuss yournursing responsibilities towards a patientschedule to receive

neoadjuvanttreatmentforthemanagementofcancer

2).Discuss yourresponsibilities towards a patientreceiving radiotherapy on an

oncologyunitwhereyourpractice

3).Whatprecautionsshouldyoutakewhilecaringforapatientreceivingchemotherapy

onyourunit

ANSWER

Neoadjuvantisatreatmentgivenasafirststeptoshrinkatumorbeforethemain

treatment,whichisusuallysurgery,isgiven.Examplesofneoadjuvanttherapyinclude

chemotherapy,radiationtherapy,andhormonetherapy.Itisatypeofinductiontherapy.

Mostoften,neoadjuvantandadjuvanttherapiesarerecommendedwhenapatientwith

early-stagecancerundergoessurgeryorradiationtherapyandtheoncologistbelieves

heorshemaybenefitfrom additionalsystemictreatmentsortreatmentsthataffectthe

entirebody.

Nursingresponsibilitiestowardsapatientscheduletoreceiveneoadjuvanttreatment

forthemanagementofcancerfocusesonpatientassessment,patienteducation,and

coordinationofcare,directpatientcare,symptom management,andsupportivecare.

NURSINGRESPONSIBILITIESINCLUDES



Patientassessment,

1.Confirm allergies,andevaluateanypreexistingsymptoms.

2.Verifysignedconsentfortreatmentwasobtainedandsignedbyproviderandpatient.

3.Monitorlaboratoryvaluesandverifylaboratoryvalueswithinacceptablerangefor

dosing.

4.Takemeasurestopreventmedicationerrors:

5.Perform independentdouble-checkoforiginalorderswithasecondneoadjuvant

certifiedRN.

6.Doublecheckforaccuracyoftreatmentregimen,dose,calculationsofbodysurface

area,schedule,androuteofadministration.

7.Recalculatechemotherapydosesindependentlyforaccuracy.

8.Verifyappropriatepre-medicationandpre-hydrationorders.

9.Ensurepatienteducationcompletedandaddressoutstandingpatientquestions.

 ADMINISTRATION

Dualnurseverificationandsignoffatthebedside:

Compareoriginalordertodispenseddruglabelatthebedsidewithanother

certifiedRNandverifypatientidentity

 Safehandlingofhazardousmedications;reduceexposuretoselfandothers.

Intravenouslinemanagement:insertion,evaluation,andassessment.

CheckpatencyofIVsiteforbriskbloodreturnimmediatelypriortoconnecting

hazardousagenttothepatientandasindicatedduringinfusion.

 Continuousmonitoringforinfiltration,phlebitis,extravasation,orinfection.



Continuouspatientmonitoringforacute/adversedrugeffectsandallergicreactions.

Promptrecognitionandmanagementofhypersensitivityreactions.

Safehandlingandmanagementofanyspills.

 AfterAdministration

FlushIVline,ensurebriskbloodreturnpriortoremovingperipheralIVdevice,

flush/maintainvascularaccessdeviceaccordingtoinstitutionpolicy.

 Safehandlinganddisposalofhazardouswasteaccordingtoinstitutionpolicy.

Documentin medicalrecord the medications given,patienteducation,and

patientresponse,includinganyadverseevents.

Ensurepatienthasappropriatedischargeinstructions,anti-nauseamedications,

andeducation,andemergencycontactinformationofphysician’sofficeinevent

ofemergency.

2).NURSINGRESPONSIBILITIESDURINGRADIATIONTHERAPY

1.Provideeducation

-Manymanifestationsofradiationtherapydonotdevelopuntilapproximately10-

14days.Andsomedonotsubsideuntilseveralweeksaftertreatments.

-Thenurseexplainstheprocedure,deliveryofradiation,describetheequipment,the

durationandthepossibleneedofimmobilizingthepatient

2.Minimizesideeffects

-Inwomenofchildbearage,Rtmaycauseprolongedorpermanentinfertility

-Inprostateradiotherapy,whenradioactiveseedshavebeenimplantedthereislow,

weaklypenetratingradiationforothersthereforetheclientshoulduseacondom for

sexualintercourseinthefirstfewweeksaftertheprocedure.



-Whenapatienthasaradioactiveimplantinplace,nursesandthehealthcare

personnelneed to protectthemselvesaswellasthepatientfrom theeffectsof

radiation.

3.Provideanonstressfullenvironment

-Somepeoplewhoreceiveradiationtotheheadandneckexperiencerednessand

irritationinthemouth,drymouthanddifficultyinswallowing,changeintasteornausea.

Otherpossiblesideeffectsincludealossoftaste,earachesandswelling

Skintexturemightchangeandjawsmayfeelstiff

4.Dentalcare

-Ifyouweardentures,theymaynolongerfitwellbecauseofswollengums.Ifyour

denturescancausegum sores,youmayneedtostopwearingthem untilyourradiation

therapyisoverbecausesorescanbecomeinfected.

-Cleanteethandgumsthoroughlywith averysofttoothbrushaftereverymealatleast

onceaday

-Usefluoridetoothpastethatcontainsnoabrasives.

-Useinwaxdddentaltapetogentlyflossbetweentheteeth.Rinseyourmouthwellwith

coolwaterorbakingsodasolutionafterbrushing.Use1tsp.bakingsodain1quartof

water.

-Applyfluorideregularlyasprescribedbyyourdentist.

5.Manypatientsfeeltiredduetotheradiationtherapywhichcanaffecttheiremotions

6.Patientsmightfeeldepressed,afraid,angry,frustrated,aloneorhelpless

Peersupportgroupsmaymeetatyourhospital

Emotionalandspiritualencouragementalsoisimportanttothehealingprocess.

7.forlactatingmothersundergoingradiationtherapy.

-Advisepatientnottobreastfeedtopreventadverseeffectstofetus.



-Advisepatienttodrinkplentyoffluidstopreventdehydration.

Monitornutritionalstatus

Precautionstakenwhilecaringforapatientreceivingchemotherapyareas

follows:

Weshouldfirstknow thatchemotherapydrugsareconsideredtobehazardousto

peoplewhohandlethem orcomeintocontactwiththem.Forpatients,thismeans

thedrugsarestrongenoughtodamageorkillcancercells.Butthisalsomeansthe

drugscanbeaconcernforotherswhomightbeexposedtothem.Thisiswhythere

aresafetyrulesandrecommendationsforpeoplewhohandlechemodrugs.

PRECAUTIONSTHECANCERCARETEAM WILLTAKE

Theyputonspecialclothingandprotectiveequipmentbeingwornbythenursesand

othermembersofyourcancercareteam.

Nurseswhopreparechemodrugsuseaspecialtypeofpharmacythatmustmeet

certainregulations.Andnursesandotherswhogiveyourchemoandhelptakecareof

youafterwardswearprotectiveclothing,

Suchas2pairsofspecialgloves,Agown

Sometimesgogglesorafaceshield.Ifyou'regettingIV chemo,theremightbea

disposablepadundertheinfusiontubingtoprotectthesurfaceofthebedorchair.

Ifacaregiverdoescomeincontactwithanyofyourbodyfluids,theyshouldwashthe

areaverywellwithwarm waterandsoap.It’snotlikelytocauseanyharm,buttryto

avoidthis.Atyournextvisit,letyourdoctorknowthishappened.Beingexposedoften

mayleadtoproblems,andextracareshouldbetakentoavoidthis.



Anyclothesorsheetsthathavebodyfluidsonthem shouldbewashedinyourwashing

machinenotbyhand.Washthem inwarm waterwithregularlaundrydetergent.Donot

washthem withotherclothes.Iftheycan’tbewashedrightaway,sealthem inaplastic

bag.

SPECIALPRECAUTIONSWHENTAKINGCHEMOBYMOUTH

Oralchemoorchemoyoutakebymouthandswallow.Thesedrugsareasstrongas

otherformsofchemo,andmanyareconsideredhazardous.Thereareusuallyspecial

precautionsforstoringandhandlingoralchemodrugs.Youmightbetoldtobecareful

nottoletotherscomeintocontactwithitoryourbodyfluidswhiletakingitandfora

timeaftertakingit.

KEEPINGFAMILYANDFRIENDSSAFE

Therearecertainsafetyprecautionsthatmightbeneededduringandaftergetting

chemo.Unlessyourhealthcareteam tellsyoudifferently,youcanusuallybearound

familyandfriendsduringtheweeksandmonthsyou'regettingchemo.Ontreatment

days,familyandfriendscanoftencomewithyou.However,sometreatmentcenters

onlyallowpatientsintheinfusionareaandvisitorsmayneedtostayinthewaitingroom.

Youaretheonlypersonwhoshouldbeexposedtothechemoyouaregetting,butitcan

beirritatingifitgetsonyourskin.AnyspilledIVchemo,anypowderordustfrom apill

orcapsule,oranyliquidfrom oralorotherkindsofchemocanbehazardoustoothersif

theyarearoundit.


