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NURSING RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARDS A PATIENT SCHEDULED TO RECEIVE NEOADJUVANT TREATMENT FOR CANCER MANAGEMENT 

Neoadjuvant therapy 

Treatment given as a first step to shrink a tumor before the main treatment, which is usually surgery, is given. Examples of neoadjuvant therapy include chemotherapy, radiation therapy, and hormone therapy. It is a type of induction therapy.

NURSING RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDES

 Patient assessment, 

Confirm allergies, and evaluate any preexisting symptoms.

 Verify signed consent for treatment was obtained and signed by provider and patient.

 Monitor laboratory values and verify laboratory values within acceptable range for dosing.

 Take measures to prevent medication errors:

Perform independent double-check of original orders with a second neoadjuvant certified RN.

Double check for accuracy of treatment regimen, dose, calculations of body surface area, schedule, and route of administration.

Recalculate chemotherapy doses independently for accuracy.

Verify appropriate pre-medication and pre-hydration orders.

Ensure patient education completed and address outstanding patient questions.

Family are adequately informed about the treatment and administration process. 
Patient education and consent processes have been completed and documented.

Administration

Dual nurse verification and sign off at the bedside:

Compare original order to dispensed drug label at the bedside with another certified RN and verify patient identity.

Safe handling of hazardous medications; reduce exposure to self and others.

Intravenous line management: insertion, evaluation, and assessment.

Check patency of IV site for brisk blood return immediately prior to connecting hazardous agent to the patient and as indicated during infusion.

 Continuous monitoring for infiltration, phlebitis, extravasation, or infection.

 Continuous patient monitoring for acute/adverse drug effects and allergic reactions.

 Prompt recognition and management of hypersensitivity reactions.

 Safe handling and management of any spills.

After Administration

Flush IV line, ensure brisk blood return prior to removing peripheral IV device, flush/maintain vascular access device according to institution policy.

Safe handling and disposal of hazardous waste according to institution policy.

Document in medical record the medications given, patient education, and patient response, including any adverse events.

Ensure patient has appropriate discharge instructions, anti-nausea medications, and education, and emergency contact information of physician’s office in event of emergency.

NURSING RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARDS RADIOTHERAPY 

Provide education-Many manifestations of radiation therapy do not develop untilapproximately 10-14 days. And some do not subside until several weeksafter treatment.-The nurse explains the procedure, delivery of radiation, describe theequipment, the duration and the possible need of immobilization.

Minimize side effects – when a patient has a radioactive implant, nurses and other healthcare personnel need to protect themselves as the patient from effects of radiation
Provide a non- stressful environment – some people who receive radiation to the head and neck experiences redness and irritation in the mouth, a dry mouth, difficulty in swallowing, changes in taste or nausea
Provide education- the nurse explains the procedure, delivery of radiation, describe the equipment the duration and the possible need of immobilizing the patient.
Monitor for adverse effects- skin changes, such as blanching, erythema, desquamation, sloughing, or hemorrhage; ulcerations of mucous membranes; nausea and vomiting, diarrhea, or gastrointestinal bleeding. 
For lactating mothers undergoing therapy- Advise patient not to breastfeed to prevent adverse effects to fetus. Patient should drink plenty fluids to avoid dehydration
Dental care clean teeth and gums thoroughly with a very soft toothbrush after meals and at least once a day. Use fluoride tooth paste that contains n abrasives.
Monitor patient nutritional status
Assess lungs for rales, which may indicate interstitial exudate. Observe for any dyspnea or changes in respiratory pattern.
Identify and record any medications that the client will be taking during the radiation treatment
A urinary catheter will be in place (if ordered) and must be inspected frequently to ensure that it drains properly.

PRECAUTIONS FOR PATIENTS RECEIVING CHEMOTHERAPY 

After chemotherapy, urine should be measured and recorded.
Emesis basin is given to the patient, if patient need to vomit, the amount may be measured and recorded.
Chemo gown, chemo gloves -- All nursing staff that administers chemotherapy will wear a long-sleeved non-absorbent disposable gown and thick gloves while handling chemotherapy. Some nurses may also wear protective goggles and face shields. These disposable items will be placed in the chemotherapy wastebasket after use.
Collects current symptoms, as well as a detailed patient history and then consults and coordinates with health care team members to assess, plan, implement and evaluate patient care plans.
Manages basic life support needs and stabilizes based upon nursing standards and protocol
Starting peripheral intravenous lines.
Maintenance and care of Central or Peripheral Lines including Assessing line site and patency regularly, keeping infection control and prevention as a priority
Administering medications including chemotherapy and fluid therapy.
Safely monitor patients throughout infusion therapy.
Reports adverse reactions to medications or treatments in accordance with the policy regarding the administration of medications.
Monitor the patient’s response to treatment throughout therapy
Educate patients and significant others on possible side effects/ adverse effects of therapy, and signs and symptoms of infection to report
Displays professionalism while completing multiple urgent tasks in a timely manner
Records all care information concisely, accurately and completely, in a timely manner, in the appropriate format and on the appropriate forms
