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SECONDARY SOURCES OF LAW IN NIGERIA

The secondary sources of Nigerian law are the indirect ways through which we get our law. Save for law reports, secondary sources of Nigerian law are of persuasive authority in the law courts. Law reports are only authoritative due to the fact that they serve as the vehicle through which judicial precedent is carried. Secondary sources are a great place to begin your research. Although the primary sources of law--case law, statutes, and regulations--establish the law on a given topic, it is often difficult to quickly locate answers in them. Secondary sources often explain legal principles more thoroughly than a single case or statute, so using them can help you save time. Secondary sources also help you avoid unnecessary research, since you are tapping into work that someone else has already done on an issue. Examples of secondary sources of law are:

Law Reports 

Law reporting is a very essential part of the legal system of every country. Without law reports, the principle of judicial precedence cannot be effective. Accordingly, there will not be consistency in the law since there is nothing to remind the administrators of justice; their past decisions, reasoning and judgments.

This has been corroborated by Duhaime when it stated that the aim of a law report is to distribute to lawyers and judges, judgments of the courts to widen the base of legal knowledge and to prevent two differing decisions on identical facts, or two differing legal theories on a same issue.

Apparently, there are about 20 known law reports in Nigeria today. Some of them are direct publications of various courts in Nigeria, while some are owned by private organizations. I have found that Nigerians are searching for a list of all the law reports in Nigeria and that is why i made this post. In this work, i will make a list of some of the known law reports in Nigeria with their abbreviations. 

Nigerian Law Reports (NLR)

Federal Supreme Court Reports (FSC)

All Nigerian Law Reports (All NLR)

Nigerian Monthly Law Report (NMLR)

University of Ife Law Report (UILR)

Nigerian Weekly Law Report (NWLR)

Law Pavillion Electronic Law Report (LPELR)

All Electronic Law Reports (AELR)

Supreme Court of Nigeria Judgement (SCJN)

Western Region of Nigeria Law Reports (WRNLR)

Eastern Region of Nigeria Law Report (ERNLR)

Northern Nigeria Law Report (NRNLR)

Midwestern Nigeria Law Report (MWNLR)

Nigerian Supreme Court Cases (NSCC)
TEXT BOOKS AND TREATISE
 Members of Nigerian academia, the bench, and the bar have written a lot of legal textbooks. This list is exhaustive but we will attempt to mention a few of them.
· Adesanya, S.A., Laws of Matrimonial Causes, Ibadan: Ibadan University Press, 1973.
· Agbede, I. O., Themes on Conflict of Laws, Ibadan: Shannon, 1989
· Agbede, I. O. Legal Pluralism, Ibadan: Shannon, 1991.
· Aguda, Akinola, The Law of Evidence Ibadan Spectrum Books Limited, 1966.
· Akande, J., Miscellany at Law and Gender Relations Lagos: MIJ Professional Publishers, 2000.
· Akande, J.O. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 with annotations Lagos: MIJ Professional Publishers, 1999.
· Asian, J. O., Introduction to the Nigerian Legal System, Ibadan: Sam Bookman, 1998.
· Babalola, A. Injunctions and Enforcement of Orders Ile-Ife: Obafemi Awolowo University Press, 2000.
· Doherty, O. Legal practice and
JOURNALS

Law review and law journal articles are lengthy, scholarly articles written by experts in the field on a variety of legal topics.  Most law journals are published by law schools, but the category of legal periodicals also includes publications by bar associations and other legal organizations.  The full-text of journal articles can nowadays be found in several different locations, both in print and electronically.

Characteristics:

· Written by experts in the field

· Very detailed analysis of particular issues in law

· Contain many references to expand research

· Not regularly cited in legal arguments (although that is not always true, especially when a new legal argument is being presented. 

EXAMPLES INCLUDE;

· Nigerian Law Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Association of Law Teachers)

· Nigerian Law and Practice Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Law School)

· Nigerian Current Law Review (Journal of the Nigerian Institute for Advanced Legal Studies)

· Ahmadu Bello University Law Journal

· Obafemi Awolowo University Law Journal

· The Nigerian Journal of Contemporary Law (Journal of the Faculty of Law, University of Lagos)

· Ibadan University Law Review

· The Calabar Law Journal (Journal of the Faculty of Law, University of Calabar, Nigeria)

· The Commercial and Industrial Law Review

· Nigerian Bar Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Bar Association)

· Ibadan Bar Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Bar Association, Ibadan Branch)

· Nigeria Journal of Education Law

· The Journal of Private and Property Law (Journal of the Department of Private & Property Law, University of Lagos)

· The Journal of Business and Private Law (Journal of the Department of Business and Private Law, University of Ibadan)

LEGAL PUBLISHERS

The following are prominent legal publishers in Nigeria:

·  MIJ Professional Publishers

·  Nigerian Institute of Advance Legal Studies

·  Nigerian Law Publications

·  Spectrum Books Ltd

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

There is the Federal Government Press Department which is responsible for the publication and sale of Gazettes and other government notices. The Federal Government Press is located in Lagos and Abuja. Some Federal Government publications can be accessed at: http://www.nigeria.gov.ng/eGovernment/publications.html. Each state has a government press which is also responsible for state government publications.

· Explanatory guides

· Parliamentary Business and Official Records

· Green Papers and White Papers

· Royal Commissions

· Political Chronicles (summaries of events)

INTERNATIONAL LAWS

Nigeria is a signatory to many international instruments. Nigeria is a member of the United Nations, The Commonwealth among others. It is also important to note that several Nigerian judges have served and are still serving on a number of international tribunals and courts.
Casebooks

A casebook is a type of textbook used primarily by students in law schools. Rather than simply laying out the legal doctrine in a particular area of study, a casebook contains excerpts from legal cases in which the law of that area was applied. It is then up to the student to analyze the language of the case in order to determine what rule was applied and how the court applied it. 

Casebooks sometimes also contain excerpts from law review articles and legal treatises, historical notes, editorial commentary, and other related materials to provide background for the cases
Periodicals

Legal periodicals contain articles about emerging areas of law and are written by professors, practitioners, judges, and law students. Commonly used legal periodicals include law reviews, law journals, and bar journals. 

Why Use a Legal Periodical?

Legal periodicals are often the first secondary source to cover new and emerging areas of law and to highlight developments and changes in the existing law. An issue that is too new to appear in an encyclopedia or treatise is often discussed heavily in the trade press or scholarly journals. In addition to providing an in-depth discussion on the legal issue, a law review or journal article also will provide citations to significant, and often recent, primary and secondary sources. 

Legal Dictionaries.

A law dictionary (also known as legal dictionary) is a dictionary that is designed and compiled to give information about terms used in the field of law.

Types
Edit

Distinctions are made among various types of law dictionaries.

Differentiating factors include:

· Number of languages covered: a monolingual law dictionary covers one language, a bilingual covers two.

· Number of fields covered: a single-field dictionary covers an entire field of law, whereas a sub-field dictionary covers a part of a field of law, e.g. a dictionary of contract law.

As pointed out in Nielsen 1994, law dictionaries can serve various functions. The traditional law dictionary with definitions of legal terms serves to help users understand the legal texts they read (a communicative function) or to acquire knowledge about legal matters independent of any text (a cognitive function) – such law dictionaries are usually monolingual. Bilingual law dictionaries may also serve a variety of functions. First, they may have entry words in one language and definitions in another language – these dictionaries give help to understand legal texts, usually written in a foreign language, and to acquire knowledge, usually about a foreign legal system. Second, bilingual law dictionaries with entry words in one language and equivalents in another language provide help to translate legal texts, into or from a foreign language, and sometimes also to produce legal texts, usually in a foreign language.
Newspapers

The distinction between primary and secondary sources of law is very useful in determining authorities to follow in the law courts. If a case is brought before a court and one party uses a primary source of law as his authority while the other makes use of secondary sources, the scale of justice would tilt in favor of the person who presents primary sources of law.Secondary sources of law are only made use of whenever there are no primary sources of law to fall back on.

