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Are gender relations changing in the 21st century?

What are the areas of change and the factors driving the changes?

Yes, gender relations have been better in the 21st century with noticeable improvements in relationships that promote equality between men and women today. 

   Feminist movements in the last 20th century, have paved way for equal rights in many spheres of society where women have been disenfranchised. 

These spheres often identify as issues arising from societal decorum which encourages patriarchy like most African societies. 

The problems that promote gender inequality identify as 

Faulty norms (gender rolls)

Unequal distribution of resources

Education

Employment

Politics 

Discriminatory social practices 

These areas of living are seeing change in many patriarchal societies through the adoption of International law stipulating the rights of women and children. These laws driven by feminist movements of the 2nd and 3rd waves of feminism in the last century have made better the areas of society women lacked behind men. 

 In today we can see that in freedom of expression, rights to hold political offices, vote and be voted for, readjustments in gender roles as cooking, working, etc. 

 Often in organizations, glass ceiling (an imaginary ceiling of course but it’s a barrier that prevents women in climbing high ranks even with merit and hard work)

Have been a problem hindering women from achieving their goals in their organizational structure, due to stigmas of society whereas women are seen as less effective due to motherly duties and responsibilities. 

Stigmas as this have been eroded successfully, breaking the glass ceiling in many organizations

Factors driving feminism first and foremost have been the disenfranchisement of women in past centuries in both patriarchal and non-patriarchal societies. 

 In the last century, after World War 1, the casualties encompassing many women and children were the first in that magnitude the world had ever seen due to the advancements in science and technology for warfare. This made the global public aware of the true victims of wars which in fact also prompted for the creation of the League of Nations to prevent such from repeating itself though it failed and WW2 came as well with even more casualties still affecting more women and children. Many reported killed, rapped, mistreated during the war which made the clamour for equality and need for a change punishable by law that states and protects the rights of women all over the world.

That all states and international systems must adopted by membership of the United Nations.

