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ASSIGNMENT: Discuss the secondary sources of Law.

·    The sources of Law have been classified into two, the primary and secondary sources of Law. Though the primary source is the actual law, secondary sources also serve a persuasive purpose in court and can be relied on when the primary source is not needed or applicable. The secondary sources of Law include; the law reports, textbooks, periodicals, journals, law digests and law dictionaries. These sources shall be discussed in turn.

1. Law reports: This is the compilation of cases and judgements from other courts. Such court judgement may cover a broad area, take for example, constitutional law, company law, administrative law alongside issues boundary of bails. Law reports and efficient law reporting system are essential for smooth system of judicial administration, this is so because it is only by reference to reported cases that courts and lawyers would be able to ascertain the position of law in their area of jurisdiction. In Nogeria, we have quite a number of law reports in circulation, among which are the following:

I. Nigerian weekly Law Reports (NWLR) published since 1985;

II. Supreme Court of Nigeria judgments (SCNJ);

III. All Nigerian law reports (All NLR);

IV. Law Reports of the Courts of Nigeria ( LRCN);

V. Federation Weekly Law Reports, etc.

2. Law texts, books and treaties: A textbook or treatise written by learned scholars and jurists constitute a very important source of Nigerian law and is still the same in all legal systems. In Nigeria, legal textbooks of reputable standards were written by Obilade; Nwogwugwu; Okonkwo; Kodilinye; Aguda, among many others. All these present a potent source of Nigerian law and can be authority where there's no judicial decisions, in which situation they could be persuasive authorities. Where such works are cited, the weight to be attached to them will depend on the personality of the author and the significance of the subject covered.

3. Periodicals, journals and legal digests: These are produced in different colors in Nigeria. Some are professional and some are academical and while some composes of both. For instance, in Nigeria, there are learned journals that exist and are published by different law faculties as well as private law publishers.

Legal digests are abridgements of cases , that is, they are useful summaries of the facts, issues, arguments and conclusions made in judicial proceedings.

4. Law dictionary: certainly, law has its special dictionary, contained with legal termed words with their own meanings and which serve as a helpful guidance to law students, lawyers in interpreting the Nigerian law.

5. Restatements: the restatements were developed by legal scholars initially to restate the law,  and currently to describe what the law should be. In either case, Restatements are very persuasive although they are not very good at describing the law. They can serve as adequate law finders.

6. Legal encyclopedias: legal encyclopedias are immense sets of books that briefly describe all of the main legal issues for a particular jurisdiction. An encyclopedia can provide a basic introduction to an area of law and will provide the user with some case and statutory citations. Legal encyclopedias will not delve deeply into an area, nor will they discuss the finer points of an area of law.

7. Current awareness tools/ newspapers: current law-related developments, including court decisions and rule changes. Daily or weekly.

8.Hornbooks/study aids: a type of a treatise written for law students that go in depth on course topics. Straightforward, non-analytical presentations of the law. Useful for clarifying and organizing the law. Citations point to relevant case law/statuses. 
9. Journals: In-depth scholarly articles by law faculty or law students. Tend to analyze current issues. Published by law schools. Used periodical index or full text data base to find articles.
