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Question
Do you think th.t Developed 
Countries in Europe .nd 
North Americ. .re 
protecting the rights of 
Refugees?
 
 

 
Introduction
Developed Countries .ll over 
the world h.ve regul.r form 



of re.ction tow.rds 
refugees .nd public figures 
seeking .sylum in the sense 
th.t interests of these 
Countries .re .lw.ys 
considered before m.king . 
m.jor decision .bout 
refugees .nd extern.lly 
displ.ced set of people. In 
Europe the refugees .re well 
monitored bec.use 
movement within the 
borders of Europe.n St.tes 
is e.sy due to the custom 
union implement.tion of the 
Europe.n Union, Refugees 
in Europe specific.lly f.ce 
thre.ts of extermin.tion .nd 
deport.tion but Europe 
firmly House . lot of 
refugees due to the v.lues 
of western S.tes .nd EU 
which strongly support 
hum.n right .nd hum.n 
rights protection. In Europe 
St.tes such .s Greece, It.ly, 
Germ.ny house thous.nds 
of refugees in design.ted 
refugee c.mps,  the flow of 
refugees .cross the 



Europe.n St.tes borders is 
of gre.t concern to the EU 
.s it m.y f.cilit.te 
movement of terrorists, 
movements of light we.pons 
.nd sm.ll .rms, movement 
of contr.b.nds .nd drug 
tr.fficking.
Developed Countries in 
Europe .nd North Americ. 
const.ntly protect the rights 
of refugees with the .id of 
strong non government.l 
org.niz.tions .nd .lso with 
the supervision of 
intern.tion.l org.niz.tions 
.nd m.ny other hum.n right 
.gencies.
 
EUROPE
Europe h.s been confronted 
with serious refugee 
ch.llenges .s f.r b.ck .s 
before the Second World 
W.r when W.r displ.ce . lot 
of citizens from the B.ltic 
region .nd .lso from Centr.l 
Europe where .trocities of 
the First World W.r w.s 
recorded in l.rge numbers, 



however immedi.tely .fter 
the Second World W.r   
Europe record m.ss intern.l 
.nd extern.l displ.cement 
bec.use of the fierce 
persecution of the jews by 
the N.zi Germ.ny 
government, however the 
rights of those citizens 
where well protected 
bec.use they were given 
freedom by different 
Europe.n St.tes to settle 
down in .ny territory th.t 
ple.se them .fter the w.r 
.nd .lso given the freedom 
to either return to their home 
Country or rem.in in their 
host Country.
Contempor.ry refugee 
ch.llenges include the 
.trocities th.t erupt from 
the Syri.n conflict which 
.lmost overwhelm the 
Europe.n St.tes with 
refugee c.mps bec.use the 
Syri.ns migr.te to Europe 
either leg.lly or illeg.lly .s 
f.r .s Germ.ny, Fr.nce, 
It.ly, Greece .nd Brit.in in . 



bid to survive the w.r going 
on in Syri., refugee c.mps 
were monitored with the 
help of v.rious 
org.niz.tions .nd Countries 
such .s Turkey .nd Greece 
welcome them .nd provide 
for their needs .t-le.st to 
protect their right to life.
 
NORTH AMERICA
North Americ.n St.tes 
contribute fin.nci.lly to the 
surviv.l of refugees in 
refugee c.mps .cross the 
globe, .lthough not . region 
known for housing high 
number of refugees but well 
recognized for providing non 
government.l org.niz.tions 
.nd hum.n right .gencies 
th.t monitor the surviv.l of 
refugees in the world tod.y. 
The United St.tes .lone 
c.ter for the living of 
refugees .nd people th.t 
suffer c.su.lties from the 
Syri.n conflict .nd .lso 
refugees in Afric. displ.ced 
from the Som.li conflict, 



Sud.n conflict .nd Liby. 
civil w.r.
C.n.d. on the other h.nd 
empower refugees .nd 
house them in C.n.d. for 
surviv.l .nd livelihood, 
C.n.d. improve the 
ch.nces of some of the 
refugees in getting 
educ.tion .nd source of 
livelihood.
 
Developed countries .nd 
Protection of Refugee Rights 
under the Principle of Non 
Refoulement in the 1951 UN 
Convention .nd 1967 
Protocol
The 1951 Convention .nd its 
1967 Protocol .re the only 
glob.l leg.l instruments 
explicitly covering the most 
import.nt .spects of . 
refugee s̓ life. According to 
their provisions, refugees 
deserve, .s . minimum, the 
s.me st.nd.rds of 
tre.tment enjoyed by other 
foreign n.tion.ls in . given 
country .nd, in m.ny c.ses, 



the s.me tre.tment .s 
n.tion.ls.
Europe.n Union, for 
inst.nce h.ve continued to 
protect their borders from 
intrusion .nd .s . result, 
m.ny times refugees .re 
locked out. For inst.nce 
Europe.n Union h.s t.ken 
some me.sures to prevent 
illeg.l migr.tion, 
r.nging from controlling 
outside borders to eng.ging 
in civili.n .nd milit.ry 
oper.tions in conflict zones. 
In terms of controlling the 
borders, sever.l .gencies 
were cre.ted, such .s 
Europol (the Europe.n 
Police Office), Eurojust (the 
Europe.n judici.l 
cooper.tion body), to de.l 
with immigr.tion, terrorism, 
hum.n tr.fficking, 
org.nised crime .nd .ny 
other intern.tion.l crime. 
Addition.lly, Frontex, the 
Europe.n Agency for the 
M.n.gement of Oper.tion.l 
Cooper.tion .t the Extern.l 



Borders, w.s entitled with 
border security.
United St.tes .nd other 
countries in the Middle E.st, 
Asi. .nd Afric. h.ve not 
kept to the promise of non 
Refoulement. With the 
election of Don.ld Trump, 
the United St.tes h.s been 
t.king h.rsh me.sures .nd 
blocking refugees .nd those 
freeing from conflict. 
Countries h.ve tried to 
justify their incre.singly 
h.rsh migr.tion policies on 
the grounds th.t they 
.re h.ving to cope with 
more th.n their own sh.re 
of refugees, .nd refugees 
h.ve become . gre.t 
burden.
Some of the w.ys countries 
h.ve continued to 
curt.il refugees, which 
h.ve led to viol.tions of 
hum.n rights of refugees 
.re milit.ry oper.tions .t 
the borders, using detention 
c.mps to isol.te refugees, 
sometimes expulsion; 



neglect of their b.sic needs 
.nd he.lth c.re; violence, 
including sexu.l violence for 
women .nd girls; sending 
them b.ck to the so-c.lled 
s.fe third countries, p.ying 
other countries to help stop 
the influx (especi.lly 
Europe.n countries). These 
.re expl.ined in det.ils 
below:
 
(.) Milit.ry Oper.tions
For inst.nce, the 
EU member st.tes h.ve 
constructed .n incre.singly 
impenetr.ble fortress to 
keep irregul.r migr.nts, 
mostly .sylum seeker out 
irrespective of their motives 
.nd reg.rdless of the 
desper.te me.sures th.t 
m.ny .re prep.red to t.ke 
to re.ch its shores. In order 
to “defend” its borders, the 
EU h.s funded 
sophistic.ted surveill.nce 
systems, given fin.nci.l 
support to member st.tes .t 
its extern.l borders, such .s 



Bulg.ri. .nd Greece, to 
fortify their borders .nd 
cre.ted .n .gency to 
coordin.te . Europe-wide 
te.m of border gu.rds to 
p.trol EU frontiers. 
Individu.l member st.tes 
themselves .re t.king 
dr.stic me.sures to stop 
irregul.r .rriv.ls. Migr.nts 
.nd refugees .re being 
expelled unl.wfully from 
Bulg.ri., Greece .nd Sp.in, 
without .ccess to 
.sylum procedures .nd 
often in w.ys th.t put them 
.t gr.ve risk. They .re ill-
tre.ted by border gu.rds 
.nd co.stgu.rds. In 
.ddition, some EU countries 
.re using the thre.t of 
lengthy detention .s . 
deterrent for those thinking 
.bout coming to 
Europe. Western Europe.n 
countries h.ve funded 
reception .nd detention 
centres for migr.nts .nd 
refugees in countries where 
there .re serious concerns 



.bout .ccess to .sylum 
procedures in detention, 
such .s Turkey .nd Ukr.ine. 
They h.ve put in pl.ce 
re.dmission .greements 
with countries of origin .nd 
tr.nsit, .llowing those who 
m.n.ge to .rrive in Europe 
to be sent b.ck more e.sily. 
Such oper.tions come with 
hum.n cost .nd suffering of 
the refugees (de.th, 
tr.pped in tr.nsit, loss of 
connection with f.mily, 
hunger .nd dise.ses). 
Countries like United St.tes 
is pl.nning to build . w.ll to 
block irregul.r migr.nts .nd 
this is bound to .ffect 
refugees fleeing for their 
lives.  Every ye.r thous.nds 
of migr.nts .nd refugees try 
to re.ch Europe. Their 
journey is fr.ught with 
d.nger. Over 250,000 
people .re estim.ted to 
h.ve lost their lives trying to 
re.ch Europe since 2000.
(b)S.fe Third Countries: 
Most times, the so-c.lled 



s.fe Third Countries .re not 
in .ny w.y s.fe. The 
Amnesty Intern.tion.l 
reported recently th.t 
Turkey is not even . s.fe 
country th.t the EU sends 
b.ck refugees to. M.ny of 
the refugees h.ve testified 
on the h.rdship .nd 
suffering they endure in 
Turkey, with no esc.pe 
route.  The UNHCR note on 
tempor.ry Protection 
emph.sized the risks 
inherent in the presumption 
of “protection elsewhere.” 
They note th.t in m.ny 
inst.nces .pplic.nts .re 
simply sent to . “s.fe third 
country” without gu.r.ntees 
th.t the st.te in question will 
.ccept responsibility. The 
ultim.te result is th.t the 
.pplic.nt is returned to their 
country of origin. Ch.in 
deport.tions of .pplic.nts 
under the b.sis of 
“protection elsewhere” m.y 
ultim.tely result in 
refoulement. Moreover, if . 



st.te eng.ges in ch.in 
deport.tion they m.y 
ultim.tely viol.te Article 3 of 
Committee Ag.inst Torture 
document should the 
individu.l ultim.tely end up 
in . st.te in which they .re 
f.ced with . serious risk of 
torture, cruel, inhum.n or 
degr.ding tre.tment. 
(c) Expulsion of Refugees. 
Countries like Isr.el 
eng.ged in expulsion of 
Afric.n refugees. They 
government w.s bent on 
sending them b.ck, .nd 
thre.tened th.t they either 
le.ve with the countries 
provided free flight or f.ce 
imprisonment. 
(d)  Detention C.mps: 
Countries like Austr.li. h.ve 
detention c.mps where 
.sylum seekers .re kept. 
Most of these c.mps .re 
inh.bit.ble. Asylum seekers 
.re not provided with b.sic 
.menities .nd m.ny suffer 
from v.rious .ilments 
without proper c.re. The 



government h.s left them 
there for ye.rs without 
deciding their c.ses. 
These .re some of the 
current re.lities f.ced by 
refugees. With the current 
h.rsh re.lities .nd viol.tions 
of rights of refugees, it is 
import.nt th.t countries 
review .g.in the refugee 
rights instruments, both .t 
the intern.tion.l, region.l 
.nd n.tion.l levels in order 
to shift its prim.ry focus 
from protectingborders to 
protecting people in order to 
respect the principle of non-
refoulement .s cont.ined in 
the 1951 Convention .nd 
1967 Protocol. 
 


