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ASSIGNMENT

Withtheaidofadiagram,discussthegrossanatomyofthefemale
externalgenitalia.

ANSWER



Externalfemalegenitaliaareapartofthefemalereproductive



system,andinclude:monspubis,labiamajora,labiaminora,clitoris,
vestibule,hymen,vestibularbulbandvestibularglands.

Componentsoftheexternalfemalegenitaliaoccupyalargepartofthe
femaleperineum andtogethertheyarecalledthevulva.Thefunctionsof
theexternalfemalegenitaliaaremany,suchasreproductionandsexual
pleasure,parturitionandtheprotectionoftheinternalgenitalorgans.

PARTSOFTHEEXTERNALFEMALEGENITALIA

1)Monspubis

Themonspubisconsistsofamassofsubcutaneousadipose
tissueanteriortothepubicsymphysis,andbearsmostofthepubichair.

2)Labiamajora

Thelabiamajora(singular,labium majus)areapairofthickfoldsofskin
andadiposetissuefoundinferiortothemons.Thefissurebetweenthe
foldsiscalledthepudendalcleft.Pubichaircanbefoundonthelateral
surfacesofthelabiamajoraoncepubertyhits,whilethemedial/internal
surfaceswillremainhairless.Theroundligamentoftheuteruspasses
throughtheinguinalcanalandcontinuesintothelabiamajora,wherethe
nervefibersspreadandmixwiththetissueofthemonspubis.Thelabia
majoraarethickerinthefrontwheretheyform byjoiningtheanterior
commisure,andisfoundbelowthemonspubis.Theposteriorcommisure
ofthelabiamajoraistherearjoiningofthelabiamajora,andislocated
abovetheperineum.

3)Labiaminora

Foundmedialtothelabiamajoraarethelabiaminora(singular,labium
minus),whicharemuchthinnerdevoidoffatandentirelyhairless.Their
frontalendssplittoform upperandlowerlayers.Theupperlayergoes
superiortotheclitorisandformsafoldcalledprepuce.Thelowerlayer
passesinferiortoclitorisandformsthefrenulum oftheclitoris.



4)Clitoris

Theclitorisisanalogoustothestructureofthepenisbutitdoesnot
containurethraandhasnourinaryrole.Itisrichlysuppliedwithautonomic
efferentmotornerveendingsviathecavernosalnerveoftheclitorisandis
highlysensitivetosexualstimulation.Alsounlikethepenis,theclitorisis
nearlyentirelyinternalanddoesnothaveacorpusspongiosum orenclose
theurethra.

Theclitorishasapairofcorporacavernosawhichconsistoferectiletissue
enclosedindensefibroustissue.Eachcorpus(body)passesinternally,and
isattachedtotheischiopubicramusbyacrus.Thesuspensoryligament
andtwosmallmuscles(ischiocavernosi)areattachedtothecrurajustlike
thepenis.Theglans(head)oftheclitorisisasmalltubercle,which
protrudesslightlyfrom theprepuce.Arterieshereincludethedorsaland
clitoralcavernosalarteries,whicharisefrom theiliohypogastricpudendal
bed.

5)Vestibule

Thelabiaminoraencloseanareacalledthevestibule,whichcontainsthe
urinaryandvaginalorificesalongwiththeopeningsofthegreaterand
lesservestibularglands.Theprepuceisfoundattheanteriormarginofthe
vestibule.

6)Hymen

Mostfemales(butnotall)arebornwithahymen,whichisgenerallyinthe
form ofanelliptical/oval-shapedmembranousringaroundthevaginal
orifice(Itisgenerallyperforatedtosomedegree,mostofteninthecentre,
kindoflikea'donut'shape).Theremnantsofthismembranousringinadult
femalesinknownashymenalcaruncles,whichappearassmallthin
elevationsofmucousmembranearoundthevaginalopening.Whenthe



hymencompletelycoversthevaginalorifice,itisknownasanimperforate
hymen.Animperforatehymenmayrupturenaturallyduringvarioustypesof
physicalactivity(asidefrom intercourse).

Somefemalesmayundergoahymenotomy,whichinvolvesthesurgical
removal,oropeningofthehymen,mostoftentofacilitatemenstruation,or
relievediscomfortduringintercourse.Thisproceduremayalsobe
undertakenintheinstancewhenthehymenisabnormallythick,and/or
whentheopeningissmall,limitingaccesstothevaginalorifice.

7)Vestibularbulbs

Vestibularbulbsarelocatedoneachsideofthevestibule.Theyconsistofa
pairofsubcutaneouserectiletissueswhichcorrespondtothepenilebulb
andcorpusspongiosum.Bothbulbsjoininfrontofurethralorificesunder
thevestibuleofthevagina.Eachoneiscoveredwithbulbospongiosus
muscles.

8)Vestibularglands

Bartholin’s(greatervestibular)glandsarepea-sizedwithashortductthat
opensintothevestibuleorlowervagina.Oneisfoundoneachsideofthe
vagina.Bartholin’sglandsarehomologoustothebulbourethralglandsin
themale,andfunctiontokeepthevulvamoist,providinglubricationfor
sexualintercourseduringsexualexcitement.Additionally,lesservestibular
glandslubricatethevestibule.Finally,apairofSkene’s(paraurethral)
glands,homologoustothemaleprostate,openintothevestibulenearsthe
externalurethralorifice.

Bloodsupply

Vasculatureoftheexternalfemalegenitaliaisprimarilysuppliedbythe
internalpudendalarteries,whicharebranchesoftheanteriordivisionofthe
internaliliacartery.

Lymphaticdrainage



Lymphaticdrainageoftheexternalfemalegenitaliaisviathesuperficial
anddeepinguinallymphnodes.Lymphfrom theclitoris,vestibularbulband
anteriorlabiaminoracanalternativelydrainintotheinternaliliaclymph
nodes.

Innervation

Thevulvaisinnervatedfrom avarietyofsources.Themonspubisand
anteriorlabiaisinnervatedviatheanteriorlabialnerves,whichderivefrom
thelumbarplexus.Theposterioraspectofthevulvaisinnervatedviathe
pudendalnerveanditsbranches(posteriorlabialnerves),togetherwith
branchesfrom theposteriorcutaneousnerveofthethigh.Sensitive
innervationtotheclitorisisprovidedbythedorsalnerveoftheclitoris.


