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PoliticalIdea

Conservatismisoppositiontorapidchanges,andsupportskeepingtraditionsinsociety.Gradualismis

oneform.

ThefirstknownuseoftheterminapoliticalcontextwasbyFrançois-RenédeChateaubriandin1818.

ThiswasduringtheperiodofBourbonrestorationthatsoughttorollbackthepoliciesoftheFrench

Revolution.

Thetermisassociatedwithright-wingpolitics.Ithasbeenusedtodescribeawiderangeofviews.There

isnosinglesetofpoliciesthatareregardedasconservative,becausethemeaningofconservatism

dependsonagivenplaceandtime.



Conservatismtendstosupportthenotionoffaith,particularlyinAbrahamictraditionsincountries

wherethosearethemainreligions.InEngland,thepublicationofEdmundBurke’sbookReflectionson

therevolutioninFrance.Inhisbook,hesuggestedpeopleshouldbesatisfied,andadvocatedacaring

government.Thetwoideasgotogether.

Someconservativesseektokeepthingsastheyare,whileotherswantareturntothewaythingswere

atanearliertime.AconservativepartyinEnglandformedwhichwantedbetterco-operationbetween

richandpoor,democracy,andsomeaspectsofawelfarestate.Thiswasalsofavouredbyconservatives

inFranceandotherpartsofEurope

Formsofconservatism

Therearemanyformsofconservatismnamely

(1)Liberalconservatism

incorporatestheclassicalliberalviewofminimalgovernmentinterventionintheeconomy.Individuals

shouldbefreetoparticipateinthemarketandgeneratewealthwithoutgovernmentinterference.

However,individualscannotbethoroughlydependedontoactresponsiblyinotherspheresoflife,

thereforeliberalconservativesbelievethatastrongstateisnecessarytoensurelawandorderand

socialinstitutionsareneededtonurtureasenseofdutyandresponsibilitytothenation.Liberal

conservatismisavariantofconservatismthatisstronglyinfluencedbyliberalstances.

Astheselattertwotermshavehaddifferentmeaningsovertimeandacrosscountries,liberal

conservatismalsohasawidevarietyofmeanings.Historically,thetermoftenreferredtothe

combinationofeconomicliberalism,whichchampionslaissez-fairemarkets,withtheclassical

conservatismconcernforestablishedtradition,respectforauthorityandreligiousvalues.Itcontrasted

itselfwithclassicalliberalism,whichsupportedfreedomfortheindividualinboththeeconomicand

socialspheres.



Overtime,thegeneralconservativeideologyinmanycountriesadoptedeconomicliberalarguments

andthetermliberalconservatismwasreplacedwithconservatism.Thisisalsothecaseincountries

whereliberaleconomicideashavebeenthetraditionsuchastheUnitedStatesandarethusconsidered

conservative.Inothercountrieswhereliberalconservativemovementshaveenteredthepolitical

mainstream,suchasItalyandSpain,thetermsliberalandconservativemaybesynonymous.Theliberal

conservativetraditionintheUnitedStatescombinestheeconomicindividualismoftheclassicalliberals

withaBurkeanformofconservatism(whichhasalsobecomepartoftheAmericanconservativetradition,

suchasinthewritingsofRussellKirk).

AsecondarymeaningforthetermliberalconservatismthathasdevelopedinEuropeisacombinationof

moremodernconservative(lesstraditionalist)viewswiththoseofsocialliberalism.Thishasdeveloped

asanoppositiontothemorecollectivistviewsofsocialism.Oftenthisinvolvesstressingwhatarenow

conservativeviewsoffreemarketeconomicsandbeliefinindividualresponsibility,withsocialliberal

viewsondefenceofcivilrights,environmentalismandsupportforalimitedwelfarestate.Incontinental

Europe,thisissometimesalsotranslatedintoEnglishassocialconservatism.

(2)Conservativeliberalism

isavariantofliberalismthatcombines.valuesandpolicieswithconservativestances.Therootsof

conservativeliberalismarefoundatthebeginningofthehistoryofliberalism.UntilthetwoWorldWars,

inmostEuropeancountriesthepoliticalclasswasformedbyconservativeliberals,fromGermanyto

Italy.EventsafterWorldWarIbroughtthemoreradicalversionofclassicalliberalismtoamore

conservative(i.e.moremoderate)typeofliberalism.

(3)Libertarianconservatism

describescertainpoliticalideologiesmostprominentlywithintheUnitedStateswhichcombine

libertarianeconomicissueswithaspectsofconservatism.Itsfourmainbranchesareconstitutionalism,

paleolibertarianism,smallgovernmentconservatismandChristianlibertarianism.Theygenerallydiffer

frompaleoconservatives,inthattheyfavormorepersonalandeconomicfreedom.

(4)Nationalconservatism



isapoliticaltermusedprimarilyinEuropetodescribeavariantofconservatismwhichconcentrates

moreonnationalintereststhanstandardconservatismaswellasupholdingculturalandethnicidentity,

whilenotbeingoutspokenlynationalistorsupportingafar-rightapproach.InEurope,national

conservativesareusuallyeurosceptics.[20][21]

Nationalconservatismisheavilyorientedtowardsthetraditionalfamilyandsocialstabilityaswellasin

favouroflimitingimmigration.Assuch,nationalconservativescanbedistinguishedfromeconomic

conservatives,forwhomfreemarketeconomicpolicies,deregulationandfiscalconservatismarethe

mainpriorities.Somecommentatorshaveidentifiedagrowinggapbetweennationalandeconomic

conservatism:"[M]ostpartiesoftheRight[today]arerunbyeconomicconservativeswho,invarying

degrees,havemarginalizedsocial,cultural,andnationalconservatives".Nationalconservatismisalso

relatedtotraditionalistconservatism.

Traditionalistconservatismisapoliticalphilosophyemphasizingtheneedfortheprinciplesofnatural

lawandtranscendentmoralorder,tradition,hierarchyandorganicunity,agrarianism,classicismand

highcultureaswellastheintersectingspheresofloyalty.Sometraditionalistshaveembracedthelabels

"reactionary"and"counterrevolutionary",defyingthestigmathathasattachedtothesetermssincethe

Enlightenment.Havingahierarchicalviewofsociety,manytraditionalistconservatives,includingafew

Americans,defendthemonarchicalpoliticalstructureasthemostnaturalandbeneficialsocial

arrangement.


