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CRIMINOLOGY 

JUST DESERT

The question looks at the just desert principle of punishment and seeks to explain the reasons or motives for this punishment.

We can start by considering the four most common theories of punishment: retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, and incapacitation. In conjunction with the saying 'let the punishment fit the crime'? Well, this is the philosophy behind the just deserts model of justice. The phrase represents the idea of a fair and appropriate punishment related to the severity of the crime that was committed.
Just deserts is sometimes referred to as the 'retribution' type of sentencing. In other words, one should be punished simply because one committed a crime.

Under just deserts, those who commit crimes deserve to be punished. Moreover, the severity of the punishment should be commensurate with the severity of the crime. In other words, as stated at the outset, the punishment should fit the crime.

One popular justification for punishment is the just deserts rationale: A person deserves punishment proportionate to the moral wrong committed. A competing justification is the deterrence rationale: Punishing an offender reduces the frequency and likelihood of future offenses. The authors examined the motivation underlying laypeople's use of punishment for prototypical wrongs. 

Although it is certainly preferable that the punishment serve a secondary function of inhibiting future harmdoing, its justification lies in righting a wrong, not in achieving some future benefit. The central precept of just deserts theory is that the punishment be proportionate to the harm. The task of a just deserts theorist, then, is to assess the magnitude of the harm and to devise a punishment that is proportionate in severity, if not in kind. Kant (1952) recommended censure proportionate to a perpetrator’s “internal wickedness,” a quantity that may be approximated by society’s sense of moral outrage over the crime. There are several core components of an offense that determine moral outrage and the magnitude of punishment according to just deserts theory. It is these factors, then, that should trigger the motive to punish if people adhere to a just deserts theory of punishment
PUNISHMENT REGARDING CAPITAL OFFENDER

First, who is a capital offender?

A capital offender is anyone charged, convicted and sentenced for committing a capital crime or offense.

According to one dictionary, a capital offense is "any criminal charge which is punishable by the death penalty, called "capital" since the defendant could lose his/her head (Latin for caput). 

Shortly, in order for the crime to hit the punishment, I consider it fair and just that a capital offender should be punished through capital punishment. This is the most effective way of treating and punishing such offender.

What does Capital punishment entail?

The object of punishment is to reform the offender; to deter him and others from committing like offences; and to protect society.

Punishment to be just ought to be graduated to the enormity of the offence. It should never exceed what is requisite to reform the criminal and to protect society; for whatever goes beyond this, is cruelty and revenge, the relic of a barbarous age. All the circumstances under which the offender acted should be considered.

Capital punishment, also called death penalty, execution of an offender sentenced to death after conviction by a court of law of a criminal offense. Capital punishment should be distinguished from extrajudicial executions carried out without due process of law. The term death penalty is sometimes used interchangeably with capital punishment, though imposition of the penalty is not always followed by execution (even when it is upheld on appeal), because of the possibility of commutation to life imprisonment.

The second part of the question will be answered concisely. 

In a situation where a capital offender commits a simple crime or offence, in my own perspective depending on the given circumstances, the offender should be punished as he or she had wronged, that is, a simple punishment should be given.

Whereas, where such offender is a regular offender, in order to protect the society though in a just and fair manner, the punishment bestowed may be beyond a simple punishment for the cimple offense he or she had committed. 
