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ConservatismisatermderivedfromtheLatin“conservare”whichmeanstoprotectorpreserve.

ItsapplicationtopoliticsbeganaftertheFrenchRevolutionin1789andbecamefirmly

establishedinitspresent-daypoliticalformin1820.Conservatismisapoliticalideologythat

valuesthecreationandmaintenanceofstablesocietiesbaseduponahierarchyofpowerlodged

inatraditionalclassofleadersanddeeprespectfortraditionalvaluesandinstitutions.

Conservatismisn'tsuspiciousofthepowerofthestatenordoesitseektolimititspower.

Traditionalinstitutions,suchasgovernmentandreligion,alongwithtraditionalvaluesaretobe

respected.Consequently,conservatismissuspiciousofchange,andifchangeisrequired,itseeks

anevolutionaryapproachratherthanarevolutionaryapproach.Conservatismisapreferencefor

thehistoricallyinheritedratherthantheabstractandideal.Thispreferencehastraditionally

restedonanorganicconceptionofsocietythatisonthebeliefthatsocietyisnotmerelyaloose

collectionofindividualsbutalivingorganismcomprisingcloselyconnected,interdependent

members.Therefore,individualsthatsubscribetotheconservativeschoolofthoughtfavour

institutionsandpracticesthathaveevolvedgraduallyandaremanifestationsofcontinuityand

stability.Thegovernment'sresponsibilityistobetheservantandnotthemasterofexistingways

oflifeandpoliticiansmustthereforeresistthetemptationtotransformsocietyandpolitics.

AccordingtoWikipedia,Conservatismisoppositiontorapidchanges,andsupportskeeping

traditionsinsociety.

Themodernconservativeschoolofthoughtcanbetracedtothe18thcenturyBritishphilosopher

EdmundBurkeandhis1790workReflectionsontheRevolutioninFrance.Burkefoundthat

humanswerenotjustrationalbutalsofullofpassionandprejudiceandinherentlyunequal.

However,accordingtoBurke,despitetherealityofunequalstatusandwealth,humansare

interdependent.Societyis'organic,'orreal,ratherthanjustanabstractioncreatedbythemusings

ofphilosophers.Burkebelievedthatthestateholdsthewisdomaccumulatedbysocietyover

timeandshouldbegivenagreatdealofrespect.AnimportantaspectofBurke'sconservatismis

thesuspicionofchange.AccordingtoBurke,changeshouldonlyoccurifabsolutelynecessaryin

ordertoavoidagreaterevil.Forexample,acountrythathasremainedneutralintimesofwar

wouldonlychangethatpolicyofneutralitytoavoidthegreaterevilofbeinginvadedand

conquered.Anyproposedchangeshouldbereviewedcarefullyinlightofthefactsontheground

ratherthanthroughaprismofabstracttheory.Inotherwords,changeshouldbebasedon

pragmatism.Likewise,theprocessofchangeshouldnotbeguidedbyabstracttheorybutbe

basedontraditionandpreviouspractice.AccordingtoBurke,radicalchangeisalways

dangerousandcanseriouslydisruptsociety.

InAmerica,Conservatismpresentlyreferstoright-wingpoliticswhichadvocateforthe

preservationofpersonalwealthandprivateownership(Capitalism)withanemphasisonself-

relianceandindividualism.Conservativestendtobemorepunitivetowardscriminals,

ethnocentricandhostiletowardsminorities,includingsexualminoritiesbecauseoftheirstrict

applicationoforthodoxreligiousbeliefs.Thiswasaresultofanalliancebetweenclassical

liberalsandsocialconservativesofthe19thandearly20thCentury.Itentailedamyriadof



politicalideologiesincludingfiscalconservatism,economicliberalism,libertarianism,social

conservatism,religiousconservatismandbio-conservatismasmallmilitary,strongstate

governmentandamoderatecentralgovernment.TheU.SRepublicanParty,exemplifiedby

RonaldReaganandGeorgeBushI,representedit.

Therearesevenvariationstotheconservativeideology.OneisCulturalconservatism,which

advocatesforthepreservationoftheheritageorculture,includinglanguagetraditionsand

culturalpracticesthatareintentionallypassedthroughgenerations.SocialConservatism,

consideredasub-groupofculturalconservatism,isthepreservationoftraditionalsocialpractices,

includingmarriageceremoniesandheterosexualrelationships.ReligiousConservatives

advocatesfortheconservationofreligiousteachingsthroughexampleorbylegalmeans,

requiringthepracticeorreservationofaChristianideal.Paleo-Conservatismistheideology

presentinBibleBeltstatesincluding,amongothers,NorthandSouthCarolina,Kentuckyand

Georgia,whichadvocatedforclassicalfederalism,andpreservationofreligiousheritage.It

opposedillegalmigration,authoritarianism,affirmativeactionprogramsandsocialdemocracy.

Fiscalconservatismadvocatesforprudenceingovernmentspendingandnationaldebt.Neo-

ConservatismisthenewConservativemovementadvocatingforfreetrade,freemarket

economicsandforeignpolicies.BioConservatismadvocatesforameasuredapproachtothe

biotechnologicaltransformationsuchascloning,geneticeditingandespeciallyitspotentialin

alteringthesocialorder.

Conservativepoliticaltenetsvarybycountry.Whereassocialismandfascismimplycertain

universalprinciples,conservatismpromotesmoreparochialcontinuation.Britishconservative

LordFalklandoncesaid,"Whenitisnotnecessarytochange,thenitisnecessarynottochange,"

begettingthemorecommon,"Ifit'snotbroken,don'ttrytofixit."Moremoderateconservatives

mightcautiouslychangeanypracticeorpolicythatseeminglyhasworkedsuccessfullyforso

long.Inthealternative,conservatismsupportsreturningto"traditional"orinheritedpolitical

platformsandtenetsasanargumentforchange.Politicalconservatismcansurviveonlywhere

governmentshavebeenestablishedlongenoughtosecuresocial,economic,orpolitical

traditions.Generalcharacteristicsincludesupportforthe"statusquo";cautiouslyconsideringor

resistingchange;andrelyingupontraditionalvalues.Conservativeideologyhasbeencalled"the

right"or"right–wing"segmentofatheoreticalpoliticalcontinuumwhichradical,reformative,

and"liberal"elementsdefineontheleft.

PerhapsnowherehasconservatismestablisheddeeperpoliticalrootsthanintheWestern

Hemisphere.Whereverthepoliticsoftradition,wealth,andaristocracyhavebeenahistoricforce,

onewillfindastrongconservativepresenceingovernment.ExamplesincludetheToriesor

ConservativePartyofGreatBritain,theRepublicanPartyoftheUnitedStates,thepriorGaullists

ofFrance,thelargelydominantLiberalDemocraticParty(LDP)ofJapan(which,despiteits

name,isconservative),andtheSwatantraPartyofIndia.

Similarpolitiesexistinothercountries.InItaly'sMay2001generalelection,theright–of–center



allianceknownastheCasadelleLiberta(HouseofFreedom)prevailedoverthecenter–left

coalitionwhichhadruledthecountryforthefivepreviousyears.InSwitzerland,runformore

thanacenturywiththeLiberalsgoverningandtheConservativesinoppositionafour–party

coalitionknownasthe"magicformula"nowrunsthegovernment.SincethefalloftheSoviet

Unionin1991,Russiahascreatedaparliament.Itstwomainpoliticalforcesaretheconservative

right'sYablokoandaloosecoalitionofliberalpartiesknownastheUnionofRightistForces

(URF).Iranhassufferedrelativelybitterpowerstrugglesbetweenconservativesandreformers

since1989.

Themostconsistentcriticismofconservatismisthatitsresistancetochangehasresultedinit

beingoutdatedandoutoftouchwiththerealworld.Liberalsmayarguethatademandfor

changeissimplyacorrectivemeasuretobringforwardalaggingconservatismthathasbeenleft

behind.Forexample,theBritishpublic,throughthemedia,expresseditswishforamore

personableandapproachablemonarchy,especiallyduringthetimeimmediatelyfollowingthe

deathofPrincessDiana(1961–1997).Conversely,amajorityoftheBritishpublicconfirmedits

continuedbeliefinthemonarchy,itsheritageandtradition,anditsmaintenanceasaBritish

institution.Ineconomicpolicy,thegeneralconservativeattitudetowardalaissez–fairecapitalism

orfreeenterprisesystemhasalwaysbeenunderattackbyaconcertedminority.Theproblemhas

beenthatbothconservativesandliberalssupportsuchasystem,andthedissentingminorityis

alsocomprisedofbothconservativeandliberalelementsofpoliticalfollowing.Thismingling

withtheoppositionhasmanifestedonotherfrontsaswell—onissuessuchasabortion,

affirmativeaction,foreignpolicy,socialwelfare,andtaxation
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