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YouarerequiredtoreadupontheendoftheColdWar:

HighlighttheroleofMikhailGorbachevandhispoliciesintheeventualcollapseoftheSoviet

Union.

DiscusstheroleofPresidentRonaldReaganoftheUSAinendingtheColdWar.

DiscusstheimplicationofthecollapseoftheColdWaronglobalpoliticswithanemphasison

theemergenceofa"NewWorldOrder."

TheRoleofMikhailGorbachevandhispoliciesintheeventualcollapseoftheSovietUnion

InMarch1985,alongtimeCommunistPartypoliticiannamedMikhailGorbachevassumedthe

leadershipoftheUSSRHeinheritedastagnanteconomyandapoliticalstructurethatmade

reform allbutimpossible.

GorbachevintroducedtwosetsofpoliciesthathehopedwouldhelptheUSSRbecomeamore

prosperous,productivenation.Thefirstofthesewasknownasglasnost,orpoliticalopenness.

GlasnosteliminatedtracesofStalinistrepression,likethebanningofbooksandthe

omnipresentsecretpolice,andgavenewfreedomstoSovietcitizens.Politicalprisonerswere

released.Newspaperscouldprintcriticismsofthegovernment.Forthefirsttime,partiesother

thantheCommunistPartycouldparticipateinelections.

Thesecondsetofreformswasknownasperestroika,oreconomicrestructuring.Thebestway

torevivetheSovieteconomy,Gorbachevthought,wastoloosenthegovernment’sgriponit.He

believedthatprivateinitiativewouldleadtoinnovation,soindividualsandcooperativeswere

allowedtoownbusinessesforthefirsttimesincethe1920s.Workersweregiventherightto

strikeforbetterwagesandconditions.GorbachevalsoencouragedforeigninvestmentinSoviet

enterprises.



However,thesereformswereslowtobearfruit.Perestroikahadtorpedoedthe“command

economy”thathadkepttheSovietstateafloat,butthemarketeconomytooktimetomature.(In

hisfarewelladdress,Gorbachevsummeduptheproblem:“Theoldsystem collapsedbeforethe

newonehadtimetobeginworking.”)Rationing,shortagesandendlessqueuingforscarce

goodsseemedtobetheonlyresultsofGorbachev’spolicies.Asaresult,peoplegrewmoreand

morefrustratedwithhisgovernment.

Thestatelostcontrolofboththemediaandthepublicsphere,anddemocraticreform

movementsgainedsteam throughouttheSovietbloc.

AndItisawidelyheldbeliefthatSovietdefensespendingaccelerateddramaticallyinresponse

tothepresidencyofRonaldReaganandproposalssuchastheStrategicDefenseInitiative.In

fact,theSovietmilitarybudgethadbeentrendingupwardsinceatleasttheearly1970s,but

Westernanalystswereleftwithbestguessesinregardtohardnumbers.Outsideestimatesof

Sovietmilitaryspendingrangedbetween10and20percentofGDP,and,evenwithintheSoviet

Unionitself,itwasdifficulttoproduceanexactaccountingbecausethemilitarybudgetinvolved

avarietyofgovernmentministries,eachwithitsowncompetinginterests.Whatcanbesaid

definitively,however,isthatmilitaryspendingwasconsistentlyagnosticofoveralleconomic

trends:evenwhentheSovieteconomylagged,themilitaryremainedwell-funded.Inaddition,the

militarytookprioritywhenitcametoresearchanddevelopmenttalent.Technological

innovatorsandwould-beentrepreneurswhocouldhavehelpedsupportGorbachev’spartial

transitiontoamarketeconomywereinsteadfunneledintodefenseindustries

ThroughouttheColdWar,theSovietUnionandtheUnitedStatesteeteredontheedgeofmutual

nucleardestruction.Whatfewhadconsidered,however,wasthattheSovietUnionwouldbe

broughtdownbyanincidentinvolvingaciviliannuclearplant.Gorbachevhadbeeninpowerfor

justoverayearwhen,onApril26,1986,theUnit4reactorattheChernobylpowerstationin

Pryp’yat(nowinUkraine)exploded.Theexplosionandsubsequentfiresreleasedmorethan400

timestheamountofradioactivefalloutastheatomicbombthatwasdroppedonHiroshima.

TheofficialresponsetothedisasterwouldbeatestofGorbachev’sdoctrineofopenness,and,

inthatregard,glasnostwouldbefoundfatallywanting.CommunistPartyofficialsactedquickly

tosuppressinformationabouttheseverityofthedisaster,goingasfarastoorderthatMayDay

paradesandcelebrationsintheaffectedareashouldproceedasplanneddespitetheknownrisk

ofradiationexposure.Westernreportsaboutthedangerouslyhighlevelsofwind-transported

radioactivityweredismissedasgossip,whileapparatchiksquietlycollectedGeigercounters

from scienceclassrooms.Workerswerefinallyabletobringtheradiationleakundercontrolon

May4,butGorbachevdidnotissueanofficialstatementtothepublicuntilMay14,18days

afterthedisaster.HecharacterizedtheincidentatChernobylasa“misfortune”andpilloried

Westernmediacoverageasa“highlyimmoralcampaign”of“maliciouslies.”Overtime,

CommunistPartypropagandawasincreasinglyatoddswiththedailyexperiencesofthosein

thecontaminationzonewhoweredealingwiththephysicaleffectsofradiationpoisoning.



WhatevertrustremainedintheSovietsystem hadbeenshattered.Decadeslater,Gorbachev

markedtheanniversaryofthedisasterbystating,“evenmorethanmylaunchofperestroika,

[Chernobyl]wasperhapstherealcauseofthecollapseoftheSovietUnionfiveyearslater.”

TheroleofPresidentRonaldReaganoftheUSAinendingtheColdWar

InRonaldReagan'sfirstpresidentialpressconference,hestunnedofficialWashingtonby

denouncingtheSovietleadershipasstilldedicatedto"worldrevolutionandaone-world

Socialist-Communiststate."Ashewroteinhisofficialautobiography,"Idecidedwehadtosend

aspowerfulamessageaswecouldtotheRussiansthatweweren'tgoingtostandbyanymore

whiletheyarmedandfinancedterroristsandsubverteddemocraticgovernments."

Basedonintelligencereportsandhislife-longstudy,ReaganconcludedthatSovietcommunism

wascrackingandreadytocrumble.InMay1982hewentpublicwithhisassessmentofthe

Soviets'systemicweakness.Speakingathisalmamater,EurekaCollege,hedeclaredthatthe

Sovietempirewas"falteringbecauserigidcentralizedcontrolhasdestroyedincentivesfor

innovation,efficiency,andindividualachievement."

Onemonthlater,inapropheticaddresstotheBritishParliamentatWestminster,Reagansaid

thattheSovietUnionwasgrippedbya"greatrevolutionarycrisis"andthata"globalcampaign

forfreedom"wouldultimatelyprevail.Heboldlypredictedthat"themarchoffreedom and

democracy...willleaveMarxism-Leninism ontheash-heapofhistoryasithasleftother

tyrannieswhichstiflethefreedom andmuzzletheself-expressionofthepeople."

Hedirectedhistopnationalsecurityteam todevelopaplantoendtheColdWarbywinningit.

Theresultwasaseriesoftop-secretnationalsecuritydecisiondirectivesthat:

1.CommittedtheU.S.to"neutralizing"SovietcontroloverEasternEuropeandauthorizedcovert

actionandothermeanstosupportanti-Sovietgroupsintheregion.

2.Adoptedapolicyofattackinga"strategictriad"ofcriticalresources-financialcredits,high

technologyandnaturalgas-essentialtoSovieteconomicsurvival.Author-economistRoger

Robinsonsaidthedirectivewastantamountto"asecretdeclarationofeconomicwaronthe

SovietUnion."

3.Determinedthat,ratherthancoexistwiththeSovietsystem,theU.S.wouldseektochangeit

fundamentally.Thelanguage,draftedbyHarvardhistorianRichardPipes,wasunequivocal:

Americaintendedto"rollback"Sovietinfluenceateveryopportunity.

Followingthesedirectives,theadministrationpursuedamultifacetedforeignpolicyoffensive

thatincludedcovertsupportoftheSolidaritymovementinPoland,anincreaseinpro-freedom

publicdiplomacy(throughinstrumentsliketheNationalEndowmentforDemocracy),aglobal

campaigntoreduceSovietaccesstoWesternhightechnologyandadrivetohurttheSoviet

economybydrivingdownthepriceofoilandlimitingnaturalgasexportstotheWest.



AkeyelementofReagan'svictorystrategywasthesupportofanti-communistforcesin

Afghanistan,Nicaragua,AngolaandCambodia.The"ReaganDoctrine"(anamecoinedby

syndicatedcolumnistCharlesKrauthammer)wasthemostcost-effectiveofallthecoldwar

doctrines,costingtheUnitedStateslessthanabilliondollarsayearwhileforcingthecash-

strappedSovietstospendsome$8billionannuallytodeflectitsimpact.Itwasalsooneofthe

mostpoliticallysuccessfuldoctrinesinColdWarhistory,resultinginaSovietpulloutfrom

Afghanistan,theelectionofademocraticgovernmentinNicaraguaandtheremovalof40,000

Cubantroopsfrom AngolaandtheholdingofUnitedNations-monitoredelectionsthere.

AndthentherewasSDI-theStrategicDefenseInitiative.Dismissedas"StarWars"byU.S.

skeptics,itputtheSovietmilitaryinastateoffearandshock.Adecadelater,atopSoviet

strategistrevealedwhathehadtoldthePolitburoatthetime:"NotonlycouldwenotdefeatSDI,

SDIdefeatedallourpossiblecountermeasures."

TheAmericanpresidentwhoeffectivelywrotefinistotheColdWarwasRonaldReagan.He

enteredtheOvalOfficewithaclearsetofideashehaddevelopedoveralifetimeofstudy.He

forcedtheSovietUniontoabandonitsgoalofworldcommunism bychallengingitslegitimacy,

regainingsuperiorityinthearmsraceandusinghumanrightsasapowerfulpsychological

weapon.

BythetimeReaganleftofficeinJanuary1989,theReaganDoctrinehadachieveditsgoal:

MikhailGorbachev,thelastleaderoftheSovietsystem,publiclyacknowledgedthefailuresof

Marxism-Leninism andthefutilityofRussianimperialism.InMargaretThatcher'swords,Ronald

ReaganhadendedtheColdWarwithoutfiringashot.

DiscusstheimplicationofthecollapseoftheColdWaronglobalpoliticswithanemphasison

theemergenceofa"NewWorldOrder."

ManyPeoplehopedthatafterthecoldwarthenewworldorderofthe1990swouldbemarked

withthesecurityandprosperitytowhichtheyhadbecomeaccustomed.

Thephrase"newworldorder"orsimilarlanguagewasusedintheperiodtowardtheendofthe

FirstWorldWarinrelationtoWoodrowWilson'svisionforinternationalpeace;[a]Wilsoncalled

foraLeagueofNationstopreventaggressionandconflict.Thephrasewasusedsparinglyat

theendofWorldWarIIwhendescribingtheplansfortheUnitedNationsandtheBrettonWoods

system partlybecauseofitsnegativeassociationswiththefailedLeagueofNations.However,

manycommentatorshaveappliedtheterm retroactivelytotheorderputinplacebytheWorld

WarIIvictorsasa"newworldorder."

Themostwidelydiscussedapplicationofthephraseofrecenttimescameattheendofthe

ColdWar.PresidentsMikhailGorbachevandGeorgeH.W.Bushusedtheterm totrytodefine

thenatureofthepost-ColdWareraandthespiritofgreatpowercooperationthattheyhoped



mightmaterialize.Gorbachev'sinitialformulationwaswide-rangingandidealistic,buthisability

topressforitwasseverelylimitedbytheinternalcrisisoftheSovietsystem.Incomparison,

Bush'svisionwasnotlesscircumscribed:"Ahundredgenerationshavesearchedforthiselusive

pathtopeace,whileathousandwarsragedacrossthespanofhumanendeavor.Todaythat

newworldisstrugglingtobeborn,aworldquitedifferentfrom theonewe'veknown".However,

giventhenewunipolarstatusoftheUnitedStates,Bush'svisionwasrealisticinsayingthat

"thereisnosubstituteforAmericanleadership".TheGulfWarof1991wasregardedasthefirst

testofthenewworldorder:"Now,wecanseeanewworldcomingintoview.Aworldinwhich

thereistheveryrealprospectofanewworldorder.TheGulfwarputthisnewworldtoitsfirst

test".

OneoftheimplicationsofthecollapseoftheColdWarwasaneraitbroughtwhichwasmostly

dominatedbytheriseofglobalization(aswellasnationalism andpopulism inreaction)which

wasenabledbythecommercializationoftheInternetandthegrowthofthemobilephone

system.Theideologyofpostmodernism andculturalrelativism hasaccordingtosomescholars

replacedmodernism andnotionsofabsoluteprogressandideology.Thateraenabledrenewed

attentiontobepaidtomattersthatwereignoredduringtheColdWar.TheColdWarpavedthe

wayfornationalistmovementsandinternationalism.FollowingthenuclearcrisesoftheCold

War,manynationsfounditnecessarytodiscussanewform ofinternationalorderand

internationalism,wherecountriescooperatedwithoneanotherinsteadofusingnuclearscare

tactics.

ThateriodsastheUnitedStatesbecomebyfarthemostpowerfulcountryintheworldandthe

riseofChinafrom arelativelyweakdevelopingcountrytoafledglingpotentialsuperpower.

ReactingontheriseofChina,theUnitedStatesstrategicallysoughtto"rebalance"theAsia-

Pacificregion.ItalsosasthemergerofmostofEuropeintooneeconomyandashiftofpower

from theG7tothelargerG20.AccompanyingtheNATOexpansion,BallisticMissileDefense

(BMD)systemswereinstalledinEastEurope.Thesemarkedimportantstepsinmilitary

globalization.

TheendoftheColdWarintensifiedhopesforincreasinginternationalcooperationand

strengthenedinternationalorganizationsfocusedonapproachingglobalissues.Thispavedway

fortheestablishmentofinternationalagreementssuchastheOrganizationfortheProhibition

ofChemicalWeapons,theUniversalDeclarationofHumanRights,theConventiononthe

PreventionandPunishmentoftheCrimeofGenocide,andtheParisClimateAgreement.

Environmentalism alsobecameamainstream concerninthepost-ColdWarerafollowingthe

circulationofwidelyacceptedevidenceforhumanactivity'seffectsonEarth'sclimate.The

sameheightenedconsciousnessistrueofterrorism,owinglargelytotheSeptember11,2001

attacksintheUnitedStatesandtheirglobalfallout.




