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Discussthehistoryanddevelopmentofarmscontrolasamechanism to

preserveinternationalpeaceandsecurity.

Armscontrolisaterm forinternationalrestrictionsuponthedevelopment,

production,stockpiling,proliferationandusageofsmallarms,conventional

weapons,andweaponsofmassdestruction.[1]Armscontrolistypically

exercisedthroughtheuseofdiplomacywhichseekstoimposesuch

limitationsuponconsentingparticipantsthroughinternationaltreatiesand

agreements,althoughitmayalsocompriseeffortsbyanationorgroupof

nationstoenforcelimitationsuponanon-consentingcountry.

Oneofthefirstrecordedattemptsinarmscontrolwasasetofruleslaid

downinancientGreecebytheAmphictyonicLeagues.Rulingsspecified

howwarcouldbewaged,andbreachesofthiscouldbepunishedbyfines

orbywar.

Therewerefewrecordedattemptstocontrolarmsduringtheperiod

betweenthisandtheriseoftheRomanCatholicChurch.Inthe8thand9th

centuriesAD,swordsandchainmailarmormanufacturedintheFrankish

empirewerehighlysoughtafterfortheirquality,andCharlemagne,made

theirsaleorexporttoforeignersillegal,punishablebyforfeitureofproperty

orevendeath.Thiswasanattempttolimitthepossessionanduseofthis

equipmentbytheFranks'enemies,includingtheMoors,theVikingsandthe

Slavs.Thechurchuseditspositionasatrans-nationalorganizationtolimit

themeansofwarfare.The989PeaceofGod(extendedin1033)ruling

protectednoncombatants,agrarianandeconomicfacilities,andthe

propertyofthechurchfrom war.The1027TruceofGodalsotriedto



preventviolencebetweenChristians.TheSecondLateranCouncilin1139

prohibitedtheuseofcrossbowsagainstotherChristians,althoughitdid

notpreventitsuseagainstnon-Christians.

Thedevelopmentoffirearmsledtoanincreaseinthedevastationof

war.[citationneeded]Thebrutalityofwarsduringthisperiodledtoefforts

toformalizetherulesofwar,withhumanetreatmentforprisonersofwaror

wounded,aswellasrulestoprotectnon-combatantsandthepillagingof

theirproperty.However,duringtheperioduntilthebeginningofthe19th

centuryfewformalarmscontrolagreementswererecorded,except

theoreticalproposalsandthoseimposedondefeatedarmies.Onetreaty

whichwasconcludedwastheStrasbourgAgreementof1675.Thisisthe

firstinternationalagreementlimitingtheuseofchemicalweapons,inthis

case,poisonbullets.ThetreatywassignedbetweenFranceandTheHoly

RomanEmpire

The1817Rush–BagotTreatybetweentheUnitedStatesandtheUnited

Kingdom wasthefirstarmscontroltreatyofwhatcanbeconsideredthe

modernindustrialera,leadingtothedemilitarizationoftheGreatLakesand

LakeChamplainregionofNorthAmerica.Thiswasfollowedbythe1871

TreatyofWashingtonwhichledtototaldemilitarisation.

Theindustrialrevolutionledtotheincreasingmechanisationofwarfare,as

wellasrapidadvancesinthedevelopmentoffirearms;theincreased

potentialofdevastation(whichwaslaterseeninthebattlefieldsofWorld

WarI)ledtoTsarNicholasIIofRussiacallingtogethertheleadersof26

nationsfortheFirstHagueConferencein1899.TheConferenceledtothe

signingoftheHagueConventionof1899thatledtorulesofdeclaringand

conductingwarfareaswellastheuseofmodernweaponry,andalsoledto

thesettingupofthePermanentCourtofArbitration.

ASecondHagueConferencewascalledin1907leadingtoadditionsand

amendmentstotheoriginal1899agreement.AThirdHagueConference



wascalledfor1915,butthiswasabandonedduetotheFirstWorldWar.

AftertheWorldWarI,theLeagueofNationswassetupwhichattemptedto

limitandreducearms.Howevertheenforcementofthispolicywasnot

effective.Variousnavalconferences,suchastheWashingtonNaval

Conference,wereheldduringtheperiodbetweentheFirstandSecond

WorldWarstolimitthenumberandsizeofmajorwarshipsofthefivegreat

navalpowers.

The1925GenevaConferenceledtothebanningofchemicalweapons(as

toxicgases)duringwaraspartoftheGenevaProtocol.The1928Kellogg-

BriandPact,whilstineffective,attemptedfor"providingfortherenunciation

ofwarasaninstrumentofnationalpolicy".

AfterWorldWarII,theUnitedNationswassetupasabodytopromoteand

tomaintaininternationalpeaceandsecurity.TheUnitedStatesproposed

theBaruchPlanin1946asawaytoimposestringentinternationalcontrol

overthenuclearfuelcycleandtherebyavertaglobalnucleararmsrace,but

theSovietUnionrejectedtheproposalandnegotiationsfailed.Following

PresidentEisenhower's1953AtomsforPeacespeechtotheUNGeneral

Assembly,theInternationalAtomicEnergyAgencywassetupin1957to

promotepeacefulusesofnucleartechnologyandapplysafeguardsagainst

thediversionofnuclearmaterialfrom peacefulusestonuclearweapons.

The1968NuclearNon-ProliferationTreaty(NPT)wassignedtoprevent

furtherspreadofnuclearweaponstechnologytocountriesoutsidethefive

thatalreadypossessedthem:theUnitedStates,theSovietUnion,the

UnitedKingdom,FranceandChina.TheStrategicArmsLimitationTalks

(SALT)betweentheUnitedStatesandSovietUnioninthelate1960s/early

1970sledtofurtherweaponscontrolagreements.TheSALTItalksledto

theAnti-BallisticMissileTreatyandanInterim StrategicArmsLimitation

Agreementbothin1972.TheSALTIItalksstartedin1972leadingto

agreementin1979.DuetotheSovietUnion'sinvasionofAfghanistanthe

UnitedStatesneverratifiedthetreaty,buttheagreementwashonouredby

bothsides.TheIntermediate-RangeNuclearForcesTreatywassigned



betweentheUnitedStatesandSovietUnionin1987andratifiedin1988,

leadingtoanagreementtodestroyallmissileswithrangesfrom 500to

5,500kilometers.

The1993ChemicalWeaponsConventionwassignedbanningthe

manufactureanduseofchemicalweapons.TheStrategicArmsReduction

Treatiesweresigned,asSTARTIandSTARTII,bytheUSandSovietUnion,

furtherrestrictingweapons.ThiswasfurthermovedonbytheTreatyon

StrategicOffensiveReductions,whichwasinturnsupersededbytheNew

STARTTreaty.

TheComprehensiveTestBanTreatywassignedin1996banningall

nuclearexplosionsinallenvironments,formilitaryorcivilianpurposes,but

ithasnotenteredintoforceduetothenon-ratificationofeightspecific

states.

In1998theUnitedNationsfoundedtheUnitedNationsOfficefor

DisarmamentAffairsUNODA.Itsgoalistopromotenucleardisarmament

andnon-proliferationandthestrengtheningofthedisarmamentregimesin

respecttootherweaponsofmassdestruction,chemicalandbiological

weapons.Italsopromotesdisarmamenteffortsintheareaofconventional

weapons,especiallylandminesandsmallarms,whichareoftenthe

weaponsofchoiceincontemporaryconflicts.

Inadditiontotreatiesfocusedprimarilyonstoppingtheproliferationof

nuclearweapons,therehasbeenarecentmovementtoregulatethesale

andtradingofconventionalweapons.AsofDecember2014,theUnited

NationsispreparingforentryintoforceoftheArmsTradeTreaty,which

hasbeenratifiedby89nations.However,itiscurrentlymissingratification

bykeyarmsproducerssuchasRussiaandChina,andwhiletheUnited

Stateshassignedthetreatyithasnotyetratifiedit.



Thelistoftreatiesandconventionsthatarerelatedtoarmscontrolthat

havehelpedtopreserveinternationalpeaceandsecurityareasfollows

1.TreatyofVersailles,1919–limitedthesizeoftheGermany'smilitary

afterWorldWarI

2.WashingtonNavalTreaty,1922-1939–setlimitationsonconstructionof

battleships,battlecruisers,andaircraftcarriersaswellastonnagequotas

oncruisers,destroyers,andsubmarinesbetweentheUnitedStates,the

UnitedKingdom,Japan,France,andItaly.

3.GenevaProtocol,1925–prohibitedtheuseofbiologicalandchemical

weaponsincombat

4.AntarcticTreaty,signed1959,enteredintoforce1961–prohibited

militaryconflictinAntarctica

5.PartialTestBanTreaty,signedandenteredintoforce1963–prohibited

nuclearweaponstestingintheatmosphere

6.OuterSpaceTreaty,signedandenteredintoforce1967–prohibited

deploymentofweaponsofmassdestruction,includingnuclearweapons,in

space

7.NuclearNon-ProliferationTreaty,signed1968,enteredintoforce1970–

prohibitedcountrieswithoutnuclearweaponsfrom acquiringthem while

committingnuclear-armedstatestoeventualdisarmament

8.SeabedArmsControlTreaty,signed1971,enteredintoforce1972–

prohibitedunderwaternucleartests

9.StrategicArmsLimitationTreaty(SALTI),signedandratified1972,in

force1972-1977–limitedintroductionofnewintercontinentalballistic

missilelaunchersandsubmarine-launchedballisticmissiles

10.Anti-BallisticMissileTreaty,signedandenteredintoforce1972,



terminatedfollowingU.S.withdrawal2002–restrictedanti-ballistic

missiles

11.BiologicalWeaponsConvention,signed1972,enteredintoforce1975–

prohibitedproductionofbiologicalweapons

12.ThresholdTestBanTreaty,signed1974,enteredintoforce1990–

limitednuclearweaponsteststo150kilotons

13.SALTIIsigned1979,neverenteredintoforce–limitedproductionof

long-rangeandintercontinentalballisticmissiles

14.EnvironmentalModificationConvention,signed1977,enteredintoforce

1978–prohibitedmilitaryuseofenvironmentalmodificationtechniques

15.ConventiononCertainConventionalWeapons,signed1980,enteredinto

force1983–restrictedcertainconventionalweaponssuchaslandmines,

incendiaryweapons,andlaserweaponsaswellasrequiringclearanceof

unexplodedordnances.

16.MoonTreaty,signed1979,enteredintoforce1984–prohibits

militarizationoftheMoon

17.Intermediate-RangeNuclearForcesTreaty(INFTreaty),signed1987,

enteredintoforce1988,UnitedStatesandRussiaannouncedwithdrawal

2019–limitedshort-rangeandintermediate-rangeballisticmissiles

18.TreatyonConventionalArmedForcesinEurope,(CFETreaty)signed

1990,enteredintoforce1992–establishedlimitsondeploymentof

conventionalmilitaryforcesinEuropebetweenNATOandtheWarsawPact.

19.StrategicArmsReductionTreatyI(STARTI),signed1991,enteredinto

force1994,expired2009(STARTIwasasuccessortotheexpiredSALT

agreements.)–providedlimitationsonstrategicoffensivearms

20.ChemicalWeaponsConvention,signed1993,enteredintoforce1997–

prohibitedproductionandstockpilingofchemicalweapons



21.STARTII,signed1993,ratified1996(UnitedStates)and2000(Russia),

terminatedfollowingRussianwithdrawal2002–prohibitedintercontinental

ballisticmissileswithmultipleindependentlytargetablereentryvehicles

22.OpenSkiesTreaty,signed1992,enteredintoforce2002–allowed

unarmedreconnaissanceflightsbetweenNATOandRussia

23.ComprehensiveNuclear-Test-BanTreaty,signed1996,hasnotentered

intoforce.–prohibitednuclearweaponstesting

24.OttawaTreatyonanti-personnellandmines,signed1997,enteredinto

force1999

25.StrategicOffensiveReductionsTreaty(SORT),signed2002,enteredinto

force2003,expires2012–limitednuclearwarheads

26.InternationalCodeofConductagainstBallisticMissileProliferation,

signed2002–limitedproliferationofballisticmissiles

27.ConventiononClusterMunitions,signed2008,enteredintoforce2010

–prohibitsdeployment,production,andstockpilingofclusterbombs

28.NewSTARTTreaty,signedbyRussiaandtheUnitedStatesApril2010,

enteredintoforceFebruary2011–reducedstrategicnuclearmissilesby

half

29.ArmsTradeTreaty,concluded2013,enteredintoforce24December

2014–regulatestradeofconventionalweapons

30.TreatyofTlatelolco(LatinAmericaandtheCaribbean),signed1967,

enteredintoforce1972

31.TreatyofRarotonga(SouthPacific),signed1985,enteredintoforce

1986

32.TreatyofBangkok(SoutheastAsia),signed1995,enteredintoforce

1997



33.TreatyofPelindaba(Africa),signed1996,enteredintoforce2009

34.TreatyofSemipalatinsk(CentralAsia),signed2006,enteredintoforce

2008.


