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ASSIGNMENT

1. Highlight the importance of data collection to public health research.

2. Explain in-depth interview and role playing as a method of data collection.

ANSWERS

1. IMPORTANCE OF DATA COLLECTION

· Data empowers you to make informed decisions: Never lose sight of the fact that data equals knowledge. The more data you have at your disposal, the better position you will be in to make good decisions and take advantage of new opportunities.
· DATA HELPS YOU IDENTIFY PROBLEMS: The fact of the matter is that every organization has problems and inefficiencies. Due to the ever changing nature of the business climate and society as a whole, it is nearly impossible to perfect how an organization is run. That being said access to good data will ensure that you are able to identify significanproblems early and take action.
· DATA MAKES YOUR APPROACH STRATEGIC: Data helps understand what currently needs to be priotized.

· DATA ALLOWS YOU DEVELOP ACCURATE THEORIES: Data can be thought of as the building blocks necessary to build coherent models that allows you to visualize what is happening in different parts of your organization.

· DATA SAVES TIME: Having a smart data collection system in place will save you valuable time down the road.

2. 

IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW

In-depth interviews are a qualitative data collection method that involves direct, one on one engagement with individual participants. In-depth interviewing can take place face to face or in some cases over the phone. However, for the latter to be effective and to deliver reliable information, the interviewer must be highly skilled to prevent data loss. In-depth interviews are sometimes referred as depth interviews or by the acronym IDI.

Advantages of in-depth interview

1. There is a higher quality of sampling compared to some other data collection methods 

2. There are none of the potential distractions or peer pressure dynamics that can sometimes emerge in focus groups.

3. Researchers need fewer participants to glean useful and relevant insights.

Disadvantages of in-depth interview

1. It is time consuming as interviews must be transcribed, organized, analyzed, and reported.

2. Participants typically expect an incentive to participate and this must be carefully selected to avoid bias.

3. The process can be relatively costly compared to other methods.

ROLE PLAY

Role playing is regarded as a method to assist design ideation in research. As compared to other design ideation methods such as focus groups, dyads and triads or brainstorming, role play allows for much more spontaneous, natural and real insights. This may be because role playing sessions create more number of scenarios than other ideation methods within an equal amount of time.

ADVANTAGES OF ROLE PLAY

1. Thought diversity and richer insights: one can get a Large number of diverse ideas from different participants.

2. Quick idea generation: with more individuaa involved in the activity, many areas can be generated.

3. No fear of judgment: participants usually participate in role play without fear of any judgment as the activity of role play is a fun activity.

DISADVANTAGES OF ROLE PLAY

1. Time consuming: more time consuming than a few other methods such as brainstorming.

2. Innovation: may not result in unbiased innovative ideas from a single person. 

