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1.Anatomyofthefemaleexternalgenitalia(vulva)

1.0Introduction

Thevulva(pudendum)referstotheexternalfemalegenitalia.

Functions

a.Thevulvaactsasasensorytissueduringsexualintercourse

b.Itassistsinmicturitionbydirectingtheflowofurine

c.Itprotectstheinternalfemalereproductivetractfrom infection.

1.1
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1.2Body

a.Monspubis:isasubcutaneousfatpadlocatedanteriortothepubicsymphysis.
Itisformedfrom thefusionoftherightandleftlabiamajora.

b.Labiamajora:twohair-bearingexternalskinfolds(rightandleftlabiamajora).
They extendfrom themonspubisposteriorlytothecommissure,whichisa
depressionoverlyingtheperinealbody.Itisembryologicallyderivedfrom the
labioscrotalswellings.

C.labiaminora:twohairlessfoldsofskinwhichliewithinhelabiamajora.Anteriorly,
theyfusetoform theclitoralhoodandextendposteriorlyeithersideofvaginal
opening.Posteriorly,theymergetocreateafoldofskincalledforchette.Itis
embryologicallyderivedfrom urethralfolds.

D.vestibule:thisistheareaenclosedbythelabiaminora.Itcontainstheopeningsof
thevagina(externalvaginalorifice,vaginalintroitus)andurethra.

e.Bartholin’sglands:alsoknownas‘thegreatervestibularglands.’Theyarelocated
oneithersideofthevaginalorifice.Theysecretmucus(from smallducts)during
sexualarousal.

F.clitoris:itislocatedundertheclitoralhood.Itisformedoferectilecarvenosa
tissuewhichbecomesengorgedwithbloodduringsexualstimulation.
Embryologically,itisderivedfrom thegenitaltubercle.

1.3Bloodsupplyandlymphatics

Arterialsupplyofthevulvaisfrom thepairedinternalandexternalpudendal
arteries,whicharebranchesoftheinternaliliacartery.

Venousdrainageisachievedviathepudendalveins,withsmallerlabialveins
contributingastributaries.

Lymphdrainstothenearbysuperficialinguinallymphnode

1.4Innervation

Thevulvareceivessensoryandparasympatheticnervoussupply.

Sensorynervoussupplyisdividedintotwo.

 Anterior-ilioinguinalnerve,genitalbranchofthegenitofemoralnerve.

 Posterior-pudendalnerve,posteriorcutaneousnerveofthethigh.

TheclitorisandvestibulealsoreceiveparasympatheticInnervationsfrom
thecavernousnerves-derivedfrom theurogenitalplexus.

1.5clinicalanatomy



I.Bartholinitis:thisiswhenthebartholin’sglandbecomesinfectedandinflamed.The
initialmeansoftreatmentistheuseofantibiotics,butcanbecomecomplicated
whenacystorabscessforms.Inthatcase,asurgicaldrainageistheonlyeffective
treatment.
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II.Genitalwarts/vulvalwarts:thesearebenigngrowthsoftheepithelium causedby
certainHPVtypes,suchas6&11.Theyarehighlyinfectiousandeasilytransmitted
betweensexualpartnersthroughsexualorphysicalcontacts.Thesewartsdonot
leadtocancerouslesions.Themostcommonlyhigh-riskedtypeofthishuman
papilomavirus(HPV),aretypes16&18.Thesetypespredisposeaffectedindividuals
todysplasticchangesinthecervix,vaginaor/andanus,whichcanleadtocarcinoma.

Recently,HPVvaccinesaresafeandefficientinpreventinghigh-riskHPVinfections.

Clitoris


