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Name: Bello Ayoola Raji Matric number: 18/sms09/020 Dept: international relations and diplomacy Question In not more than three pages, 

discuss the stages of insurgency. What is insurgency? Insurgency is an organised movement that seeks to over throw a government for a 

political purpose. According to Cambridge English dictionary they defined it as the violent struggle of a group of people who refuse to accept 

their government power. In other terms it was explained as a violent attempt to oppose a country government carried out by citizens of that 

country. They are mostly cause by different reasons it can be as a result of bad government, poverty or even resources control. The main 

idea of this paper is to discuss the stages of insurgency which include the Pre Insurgency stage, the incipient conflict stage, Open 

insurgency stage, and Resolution stage. These stage has their own phases like the Pre insurgency stage this is the first step the insurgent 

takes in creating the insurgency group and making a name for itself and notifying the government about its presence either through 

confrontation or violence. The second is the incipient conflict stage this is the where the insurgency group begins attack or makes use of 

violence and it depends on how frequently they attack. The third is the Open insurgency stage this is when the insurgency group is no 

longer a secret both the government and the people are fully aware of it. And the last stage is the resolution stage this involves the use of 

counter insurgency. Pre- insurgency stage: In this stage the reason for the creation of insurgency group has preliminary conditions of bad 

government, poverty, mass territorial landscape that can aid insurgent groups in hiding, unemployment these are what would most likely aid 

insurgency in a country. Like explained earlier this is the first step taken by the insurgency group in this stage they do most their operation 

in secret they will have to make their presence felt but before that they have to organise their movement the mode of attack, take a leader 

the man or woman that will be in control of all their activities include addressing of the public, identify the group name, that is how they want 

to be addressed by the public, recruitment and training of their agents they hire young men and woman who cannot take care of themselves 

or sometimes people who were abandoned by their government, sometimes street brats who has no parent to care of them these people 

are recruited and trained on different skill depending on how they want to be used by the insurgent, also the arms and supply that will be 

need for the coming attacks most of these weapons are usually got from criminals sometimes weapon of mass destruction are usually 

auctioned on the black market. After all these has been gotten the next step for them is to attack to see the government reaction. 
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