

 LEGAL ISSUE - whether or not John has copyright over an already published work { audiobook}?, whether or not the audio book would be viewed as a derivative work gotten from an already existing work?, whether or not John not being a Nigerian citizen will affect his copyright affect his practicing copyright in Nigeria ?


 Copyright is a property right which confers exclusive right to authorize or prohibit a wide range of activities relating to a qualified subject matter. The copyright is subject to the following requirement: Originality, fixation as well as qualification of the author. There is a wide spectrum of works that will eligible for copyright.
Firstly, It is paramount to note that copyright doesn’t require registration, copyright is allotted to the copyright owner from the moment the work was created or fixed in a medium of expression by the virtue, Section 1(2)(b) of the copyright act would view fixed as any definite medium of expression that can be later developed ,can be perceived either directly or by an machine . This simply connotes that the action of recording this audio book, copyright has already began. 
As to the requirement of originality, the audiobook would not be viewed as derivative work because the original book was just an inspiration for the audiobook. it is important to note that the book wasn’t copied the test of originality was laid down in the landmark case of university of London press ltd v. university tutorial press which stated that the court is not interested in the originality of the idea but rather  originality of the expression 

 Secondly as regards to  fixation provided by section 1(2)(b) of the CA This simply connotes that john’s action of recording an audio book with intent to further develop it will be viewed as a fixed medium.
As a norm Ghana as a member state of the Berne Convention, John although being a foreigner can claimed copyright in as seen in the case of Nigeria Microsoft Corp v. Frankie Association ltd, 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As he has fulfilled all the requirement for copyright , he owns copyright in the audio book and can sue his friend ope for infringement 






