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A family is defined as a specific group of people that may be made up of partners, children,
parents, aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents. The definition of family is the group of people
who share common ancestors. An example of family is all the descendants of a specific person.

FUNCTIONS OF A FAMILY
STABLE SATISFACTION OF SEXUAL NEEDS

This is the most important essential function of the family. Family has been performing this

function since the inception of human civilization. It is well known fact that sex urge is most

important and powerful instinct and natural urge of human being. It is the primary duty of the
family to satisfy the sexual urge of its members in a stable and desirable way.

PROCREATION AND REARING OF CHILDREN

It is another important sectional function of family. Necessary arrangement of stable
satisfaction of sexual urge. Resulted in procreation family provides the legitimate basis for
production of children. It institutionalizes the process of procreation. By performing this
function of procreation family contributes to the continuity of family and ultimately human race.
Hence perpetuation of human race or society is the most important function of family. Not only
the production of children but also child rearing is another important function of family. Family
is the only place where the function of child rearing is better performed.

THE TRADITIONAL AFRICAN FAMILY

The subject of traditional family patterns in Africa is so broad that it cannot be adequately
addressed in one chapter. The cultural and physical diversity added with the dramatic social
changes of the last three decades on the continents makes the family pattern situation so
variegated as to defy any sweeping generalizations. This difficulty in generalization bone of
diversity was already apparent to many early scholars of the African traditional family.

PERVERSITY OF POLYGAMY

Scholars of the a African traditional family agree that the one widely known aspect that
distinguishes the African traditional family say from the Europe one, is the perversity of
polygamy. Although polygamy is the act of an individual being married to more than one spouse
at the same time, the more commonly practiced in Africa is polygyny the legal marriage of one
man two or more women concurrently is permitted. This author argues that because of its
perversity, the presence and absence of polygyny was a significant determinant and indication
of the nature of virtuality every African social group, whether, tribe, or extended family practice
bride price existed and how children were raised.

DEFINITION OF A NUCLEAR FAMILY



The traditional definition of a nuclear family is a family unit that includes two married parents of
opposite genders and their biological or adopted children living in the same residence. However,
the term nuclear family can mean several things in today’s society. Understanding the classic
roles in this type of family and how it is defined can help you understand the relationship in your
own family, whether it's nuclear or not.

HISTORY OF THE NUCLEAR FAMILY

According to your dictionary, a nuclear family is made up of parents and their children living in
the same household. According to the institute for family studies, the nuclear family was first
seen in the 13" century in England.

Couples were marrying later on in life and in many circumstances their parents had already
passed away creating an opportunity for new couple to form their own household. This also
decreased the number of children the each couple had higher values were placed on childhood
education and parental child connectedness.

CHARACTERISTICS OF A NUCLEAR FAMILY
A mother and father

Parents who may identify as LGBTQIA
Biological or adopted children

Legally married parents or parents who aren’t married, but are committed to each other and
their family



