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Peaceandconflict
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Afamilyisdefinedasaspecificgroupofpeoplethatmaybemadeupofpartners,children,

parents,aunts,uncles,cousinsandgrandparents.Thedefinitionoffamilyisthegroupofpeople

whosharecommonancestors.Anexampleoffamilyisallthedescendantsofaspecificperson.

FUNCTIONSOFAFAMILY

STABLESATISFACTIONOFSEXUALNEEDS

Thisisthemostimportantessentialfunctionofthefamily.Familyhasbeenperformingthis

functionsincetheinceptionofhumancivilization.Itiswellknownfactthatsexurgeismost

importantandpowerfulinstinctandnaturalurgeofhumanbeing.Itistheprimarydutyofthe

familytosatisfythesexualurgeofitsmembersinastableanddesirableway.

PROCREATIONANDREARINGOFCHILDREN

Itisanotherimportantsectionalfunctionoffamily.Necessaryarrangementofstable

satisfactionofsexualurge.Resultedinprocreationfamilyprovidesthelegitimatebasisfor

productionofchildren.Itinstitutionalizestheprocessofprocreation.Byperformingthis

functionofprocreationfamilycontributestothecontinuityoffamilyandultimatelyhumanrace.

Henceperpetuationofhumanraceorsocietyisthemostimportantfunctionoffamily.Notonly

theproductionofchildrenbutalsochildrearingisanotherimportantfunctionoffamily.Family

istheonlyplacewherethefunctionofchildrearingisbetterperformed.

THETRADITIONALAFRICANFAMILY

ThesubjectoftraditionalfamilypatternsinAfricaissobroadthatitcannotbeadequately

addressedinonechapter.Theculturalandphysicaldiversityaddedwiththedramaticsocial

changesofthelastthreedecadesonthecontinentsmakesthefamilypatternsituationso

variegatedastodefyanysweepinggeneralizations.Thisdifficultyingeneralizationboneof

diversitywasalreadyapparenttomanyearlyscholarsoftheAfricantraditionalfamily.

PERVERSITYOFPOLYGAMY

ScholarsoftheaAfricantraditionalfamilyagreethattheonewidelyknownaspectthat

distinguishestheAfricantraditionalfamilysayfrom theEuropeone,istheperversityof

polygamy.Althoughpolygamyistheactofanindividualbeingmarriedtomorethanonespouse

atthesametime,themorecommonlypracticedinAfricaispolygynythelegalmarriageofone

mantwoormorewomenconcurrentlyispermitted.Thisauthorarguesthatbecauseofits

perversity,thepresenceandabsenceofpolygynywasasignificantdeterminantandindication

ofthenatureofvirtualityeveryAfricansocialgroup,whether,tribe,orextendedfamilypractice

bridepriceexistedandhowchildrenwereraised.

DEFINITIONOFANUCLEARFAMILY



Thetraditionaldefinitionofanuclearfamilyisafamilyunitthatincludestwomarriedparentsof

oppositegendersandtheirbiologicaloradoptedchildrenlivinginthesameresidence.However,

theterm nuclearfamilycanmeanseveralthingsintoday’ssociety.Understandingtheclassic

rolesinthistypeoffamilyandhowitisdefinedcanhelpyouunderstandtherelationshipinyour

ownfamily,whetherit’snuclearornot.

HISTORYOFTHENUCLEARFAMILY

Accordingtoyourdictionary,anuclearfamilyismadeupofparentsandtheirchildrenlivingin

thesamehousehold.Accordingtotheinstituteforfamilystudies,thenuclearfamilywasfirst

seeninthe13thcenturyinEngland.

Couplesweremarryinglateroninlifeandinmanycircumstancestheirparentshadalready

passedawaycreatinganopportunityfornewcoupletoform theirownhousehold.Thisalso

decreasedthenumberofchildrentheeachcouplehadhighervalueswereplacedonchildhood

educationandparentalchildconnectedness.

CHARACTERISTICSOFANUCLEARFAMILY

Amotherandfather

ParentswhomayidentifyasLGBTQIA

Biologicaloradoptedchildren

Legallymarriedparentsorparentswhoaren’tmarried,butarecommittedtoeachotherand

theirfamily


