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Definitionofinsurgency:

Insurgencycanbedefinedasanorganizedmovementaimedattheoverthrowofa

constitutedgovernmentandchallengepoliticalcontrolofaregionthroughtheuseof

violence,subversion(ameansofdestroyingone’sloyalty)andarmedconflict.

AccordingtoO’NeillInsurgencycanbedefinedasastrugglebetweenanon-ruling

group and the ruling authoritiesin which the non-ruling groupsconsciouslyuses

politicalresources(e.g.organizationalexpertise,propaganda,demonstrationetc.)and

violencetodestroyreformulateorsustainthebasisoflegitimacyofoneormoreaspect

ofpolitics.

Insurgencycanalsobedescribedastheviolentstruggleofagroupofpeoplewho

refusetoaccepttheirgovernmentpoweranditisalsodescribedasaviolentattemptto

opposeacountrygovernmentcarriedoutbycitizensofthatcountry.

STAGESOFINSURGENCY:

Regardingtothemainpurposeoftheprojectisthestagesofinsurgency,thereare

differentstagesofinsurgencywhichincludePre-insurgencystage,Incipientconflict

stage,Openinsurgencystage,Resolutionstage.Thesestagesofinsurgencyhavetheir

variousperspectiveinachievingtheiraimsandobjectivesininsurgency.

Pre-insurgencystage:

Thisisthefirststageoftheinsurgencyandthemostdifficultoneinthesense

thatitisdifficulttodetectconflictbecauseinsurgents’groupsareundergroundduring

this stage and theyhave yetmade its presence feltbyviolence.This stage of

insurgencyhasaspecificroletoplayinthesocietybecauseitcaneasilybedismissed

asnonviolentpoliticalactivityandduringthisstagetheinsurgent’sgrouparebeginning

to organizeand theinsurgentsareestablishing agrievanceand agroup identity.

InsurgentsCoordinatorscanusehistorical,societal,political,oreconomicconditions

thatproduceamongsegmentsofthepopulationtosupporttheirmovement.Conditions

necessaryforthepreexistingstagearearecenthistoryofinternalconflictthathasleft

lingering grievances againstthe governmentorhostility among groups and that

establishesviolenceasanacceptedmeansofresolvingpoliticaldisputes,Recentor

ongoingconflictsinneighboringstatesthatgeneraterefugeeswhocouldbecome

recruits,makeweaponsavailable,orestablishungovernedspacesintheneighboring

countries thatcan serve as sanctuaries forinsurgents,Governmentpolicies that

disadvantageasegmentofthepopulationonthebasisofreligion,tribe,ethnicity,region,

orclass,reinforcing insurgentefforts to fostera group identity.During the pre-

insurgencystage,insurgentsidentifyandpublicizeagrievancearoundwhichtheycan

rallysupporters.Insurgentsseektocreateacompellingnarrativethestoryapartytoan

armedstruggleusestojustifyitsactionsinordertoattainlegitimacyandfavoramong



3|Page

relevantpopulationsPropagandaaboutorinclusionintheinsurgentnarrativeofa

unique history forthe subgroup thatsets itapartfrom the restofthe nation.

Recruitmentand training areverynecessaryalso thedisappearanceofsignificant

numbersofsubgroupmembers,especiallyyoungmen.Reportsofpeopletrainingwith

armsortheidentificationofnongovernmentmilitarytrainingsites,suchassportsclubs

orothersocialgroupsconductingparamilitary-stylephysicaltraining.Thegovernment’s

reactioninthisandthenextstageisperhapsthemostimportantdeterminantof

whetheramovementwilldevelopintoaninsurgency.

IncipientConflictstage:

Thisisthesecondstageofinsurgencyandtheinsurgent’sgroupsbegintouse

violence,thetargetgovernmenthoweverfrequentlydismissesinsurgentactionsasthe

workofbandits,criminals,orterrorists,whichincreasestheriskthatthegovernment

willemploycounterproductivemeasures.Theincipientstageisthemostdangerous

phaseforinsurgentshavemadetheirpresencefeltthroughinitialattacks,buttheyare

stillweakandorganizing.Anincipientinsurgencymustbalancetheneedtoconduct

attackstodemonstrateitsviability,publicizeitscause,rallysupporters,andprovokea

governmentoverreactionwhilelimitingitsexposuretogovernmentsecurityforces.

InsurgentsLeadershipKnowingnotonlytheidentitiesoftheinsurgentmovement’s

leadersbutalsounderstandingtheleaders’motivationforjoiningtheinsurgencyand

the experience they bring to the movementespecially military service,political

experience,orparticipationinpriorinsurgenciescanprovideinsightsintothedirection

and characterthe organization is likely to take,as wellas its potentialearly

effectiveness.Insurgentsgenerallyrelyonthecivilianpopulationforfood,medicine,

shelter,orintelligenceprovidedeithervoluntarilyorunderduress.Insurgentsmust

establishsourcesforsuppliestheycannotobtainfrom thecivilianpopulation,including

arms,ammunition,and othermilitaryequipment.The government’swillingnessto

acknowledgethebudding insurgencyand takecorrectiveactionsisparamountto

preventingtheconflictfrom escalating,andeffectiveleadershipisacriticalelement.

Understandingwhichpeopleandinstitutionsleadthecounterinsurgencyprogram is

criticaltoassessingtheeffectivenessofthegovernment’seffort.Thewillingnessand

abilityofgovernmentleaderstoactdecisivelyandauthoritativelyandtocompelall

elementsofstatepowersecurity,economic,social,andpoliticaltoworktowarda

common purpose are the clearestsigns ofeffective governmentleadership.The

government’scounterinsurgencyeffortbenefitsthrougheachstageifitcanenlist

supportfrom neighboringstatesandthebroaderinternationalcommunitytocutoffthe

flowoffunds,fighters,orsuppliestotheinsurgents.

Openinsurgencystage:

Thisisthethirdstageofinsurgencyanditisobviousthatthegovernmentarefacing
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aninsurgencyandtheinsurgentsareovertlychallengingstateauthorityandattempting

toexertcontroloverterritory,theinsurgencybecomesmoreactive,externalsupportfor

thebelligerentsprobablybecomesmoreapparent.Aninsurgencyatthisstageoften

progressesfrom underminingstateauthoritytodisplacingandreplacingit,andalsothe

insurgents possess some politicalstrength.Reports oflarge-scale infiltration of

insurgentsorinsurgentsympathizersintogovernmentagencies,especiallyatthelocal

level,Defections ofgovernmentofficials to the insurgency.Indications thatthe

insurgents have established shadow governments or are providing social or

administrativeservices,suchaseducation,healthcare,orcourts.Evidenceofno-go

areas,sometimeslabeledwithcolordesignationssuchasredorblackbytargetnation

securityforces,Defactorecognitionofinsurgentadministration,suchasneighboring

governmentsorforeign businessesdealing with insurgents.On the militaryfront,

insurgentsareconducting morefrequentattacks,usuallyemploying terrorism and

guerrilla warfare tactics,including hitand-run raids on military and police units,

ambushes,assassinations,improvisedexplosivedevice(IED)attacks,andattackson

infrastructureandsymbolsofgovernmentauthoritysuchasschools,hospitals,utilities,

cellphonetowers,andbridges.Theexternalassistanceisalso importantandits

assistance including diplomatic,financial,arms,nonlethalequipment,sanctuary,

intelligence,training,oradvisersenhancesthepoliticalormilitaryoperationsofthe

recipient.

Resolutionstage:

Duringtheprogressoflifecycleoftheinsurgencythisisthelaststageofinsurgency

movementandithasbeenforeshadowedthatanyinsurgencyoperationsmusthaveits

conclusioneitheraninsurgentvictory,anegotiatedsettlement,oragovernmentvictory.

Aninsurgentvictoryistheonlypotentialoutcomethatislikelytobeclear-cut,marked

bytheinsurgentsseizingcontrolofthegovernment,expellingaforeignoccupier,or

gainingindependencefortheirregion,Anegotiatedsettlementislikelytohavemany

falsestarts,delaysinimplementation,andattemptsbyspoilersto underminethe

agreement.Agovernmentvictoryislikelytobeaprotractedprocessmarkedbygradual

declineinviolenceastheinsurgentslosemilitarycapabilities,externalassistance,and

popularsupport.Insurgencymayhavebecomeawayoflifeformanyfighters,andthe

violencemaycontinuelongaftertheinsurgentshaveabandonedanyhopeofachieving

theirgoals.Thisfinalphaseoftheinsurgencyindicatesthateithertheinsurgency

achievestheiraim andobjectivesortheyarebeendefeatedbythegovernment.
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