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 Question:With reference to that functions of social works,in what ways can social workers help to solve social problems in your society.
WHAT IS SOCIAL WORK:Social work is a practice-based profession and an academic discipline that promotes social change and development, social cohesion, and the empowerment and liberation of people. Principles of social justice, human rights, collective responsibility and respect for diversities are central to social work. social work engages people and structures to address life challenges and enhance wellbeing.”It also defined as"Social work is an academic discipline and profession that concerns itself with individuals, families, groups, and communities in an effort to enhance social functioning and overall well-being".Social work is a profession oriented towards helping people in need. Social work practice  includes helping people obtain tangible services, undertaking counseling and psychotherapy with individuals, families or groups, supporting communities to provide or improve social and health services, and participating in the formation or change of social policy.
WHO ARE SOCIAL WORKERS: Social workers are people who works with individuals and families to help improve outcomes in their lives. This may be helping to protect vulnerable people from harm or abuse or supporting people to live independently. Social workers also support people, act as advocates and direct people to the services they may require.Social workers are unique in that they approach a problem from many different angles, including the individual and the societal, the psychological and the political. 
WHAT ARE SOCIAL PROBLEMS:Although,there is no universal definition of social problem,so different people has different definitions of social problems,according to their different opinion. A social problem is any condition or behavior that has negative consequences for large numbers of people and that is generally recognized as a condition or behavior that needs to be addressed.The term “social problem” is usually taken to refer to social conditions that disrupt or damage society—crime, racism etc.A social problem is normally a term used to describe problems with a particular area or group of people in the world. Social problems often involve problems that affect the real world. It also affects how people react to certain situations.social problems exist when there is certain objective condition and people/public define it problematic. In other words, social problems exist when people think they are.

FUNCTIONS OF SOCIAL WORKS;

Social workers support individuals and their families through difficult times and ensure that vulnerable people, including children and adults, are safeguarded from harm. Their role is to help improve outcomes in people's lives.They maintain professional relationships and act as guides and advocates. They sometimes need to use their professional judgment to make tough decisions that might not always be well received by those they are trying to help.As a social worker, you'll work in a variety of settings within a framework of relevant legislation and procedures, supporting individuals, families and groups within the community. You may work in homes or schools, hospitals or on the premises of other public sector and voluntary organisations.Social workers tend to specialise in supporting either children and families, or vulnerable adults.

In a world filled with injustices and incredibly complex, pressing challenges, we need people who are committed to making a difference in the lives of people within their communities more than ever before, and that’s precisely where social workers come in.Through their commitment to bringing about positive social change, helping individuals of all ages thrive in their local environment and being an advocate for those who have lost their voice, social workers play a prominent role in improving the lives of those who need it most.Though they work with both children and adults in vulnerable or disadvantaged populations, the benefits of a social worker’s service is especially evident in children. Without the help of a passionate social worker, countless children would have gone without the support and guidance they needed in order to lead the healthy, fulfilling life they deserve.

Social workers are critical members of society who work diligently to relieve suffering and better the lives of any and all people in need. Behind every person or family going through a difficult challenge in life – whether it’s poverty, addiction, abuse, unemployment, disability, mental illness, discrimination or anything else – is a social worker waiting to help.But just because they’re standing by and ready to help doesn’t mean they’re going to do all the legwork themselves. Instead, social workers work closely with their clients to help them discover new and innovative ways to resolve or cope with the challenges they face in life, thereby giving them the knowledge, skills and empowerment they need in order to improve their circumstances and overall life.social workers fight for the rights of others and work to obtain needed resources by convincing others of the legitimate needs and rights of members of society. Social workers are particularly concerned for those who are vulnerable or are unable to speak up for themselves.

Many social workers work with young people and their families. You might also work with the following groups:

*the elderly

*people with learning and physical disabilities

*young offenders

*people with mental health conditions

*school non-attenders

*drug and alcohol abusers

*the homeless.

other functions of social workers includes:

*Collaborate with other professionals to evaluate patients’ medical or physical condition and to assess client needs.

*Advocate for clients or patients to resolve crises.

*Refer patient, client, or family to community resources to assist in recovery from mental or physical illness and to provide access to services such as financial assistance, legal aid, housing, job placement or education.

*Investigate child abuse or neglect cases and take authorized protective action when necessary.

*Counsel clients and patients in individual and group sessions to help them overcome dependencies, recover from illness, and adjust to life.

*Plan discharge from care facility to home or other care facility.

*Monitor, evaluate, and record client progress according to measurable goals described in treatment and care plan.

*Identify environmental impediments to client or patient progress through interviews and review of patient records.

*Organize support groups or counsel family members to assist them in understanding, dealing with, and supporting the client or patient.

According to Proff. P.D. Mishra_He classified the functions of social work into the following 4 major categories:

1.Curative Function :  The services provided under curative functions are–medical and health services, services relating to psychiatry, child guidance, child welfare services, services for the handicapped or disable in the form of protection and rehabilitation. These kinds of services aim to cure the physical, social, material, psychological sickness of individuals in the society.

2.Correctional Function :The correctional function of social work has three broad areas, such as:

a) Individual reform service which includes prison reform, probation, parole and other related services.

b) Services for improving social relationship which includes family welfare services, school social work, industrial social work etc.

c) Services for social reform that includes employment services, prevention of commercial sex work, beggary prohibition services and removal of untouchability etc.

3.Preventive Function:It includes life insurance services, public assistance, social legislation, adult education and prevention of diseases etc. This type of function basically deals with the services relating to the prevention of problems like insecurity, unlawfulness, ignorance, sickness etc. It is directed towards the elimination of those factors in the social environment or those deficiencies in the development of personality that prevents the individual from achieving a minimum desirable standard of socio-economic life.

4.Developmental Function :Developmental function includes the tasks of socio-economic development activities such as: education, recreational services, urban and rural development programmes and programmes of integration etc which are primarily concerned with the development of individuals, families, groups and communities.

All this categories of functions are done by social workers, as they help in solving the problems.

IN WHAT WAY CAN SOCIAL WORKERS HELP TO SOLVE SOCIAL PROBLEMS?

Here, every newspaper is filled with stories about undesirable social conditions. For examples include crime, violence, drug abuse, and environmental problems.Some social problems prevalent in our community are; Smoking, drinking alcohol, theft, drug addiction, etc is the social problems which are existing in our society. Poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, population growth, etc also the other causes of social problems. Uneducated people cannot differentiate between right and wrong so they may engage in wrong acts

Solution of the social problems are :

Poverty-By providing education, skill training and job opportunities in a society. Increase the education budget. Provide them with scholarshipsand opportunities, to get the best achievable education from the top universalof the world. To all the classes technical education must be given.

Unemployment-Providing job-oriented education, training to the people by Government to solve the problem of unemployment.

Population growth-Awareness programme should be created about the family planning and its effect on population growth. Devices of family planning should be available free of cost to the poor and rural population.

Social Problems- Various awareness programmes like; procession, street drama, advertisement of alcohol, tobacco, etc in media like television, newspaper, radio, etc should be banned to solve social problems.they should enlighten and make awareness device to people,explaining the effect of social problems in the society. Social workers should provide all this in the society,as this decreases social problems in my society

As a social worker,the following skills must be required for problem solving;

1)Positive thinking

2)Building confidence

3)Resilience

4)Self motivation and 

5)Time management

All this enables scial workers to solve social problems effectively.

There are also some problems solving tactics(four main key )

1)Defining the problem

2)Coming up with alternative solution

3)Making a decision about what solutio to use and

4)Implementing the solution.

The solution to social problems can be strong than a society as it evolves or they can tear it apart.The successful solution of a social problem must be revolutionary in some form:ameliorative and preventative solution would seem not to work in the long run and the exacerbation of symptoms is not a solution. It seems to us that there must be joint effort to translate sociological knowledge into social action.The skill of the sociologist as a social theoretican and a research investigator, and skills of the social workers as a designated agents of social change in the society can be used for the solution of social problems.
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