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Religionisasetofbeliefs,concerningthecause,natureandpurposeoftheuniverse,especially

whenconsideredasthecreationofasuperhumanagencyoragenciesusuallyinvolving

devotionalandritualobservationandoftencontainingamoralcodegoverningtheconductof

humanaffairs.

Religionisalsoaspecificfundamentalsetofbeliefsandpracticesgenerallyagreeduponbya

numberofpersonsorsects:theChristianreligion,theBuddhistreligion.(Refferencedefinition

ofreligionhttps://www.dictionary.com)

Ontheotherhandconflictisaseriousdisagreementandargumentaboutsomethingimportant.

Iftwopeopleorgroupsareinconflict.Theyhavehadaseriousdisagreementorargumentand

havenotyetreachedagreement.

Conflictistherelationshipbetweentwoormoreindividuals,partiesandgroupswhofeelor

thinkthattheyhaveincompatiblegoals(Refferencedefinitionofconflicthttps:

//www.collinsdictionary.com).

Yes,IstronglyagreethatreligionisamajorsourceofconflictinNigeriaandacrosstheworld

lookingatsomehappeningsinNigeriaandtheworldatlarge.Therearemanyreligionsin

NigeriabuttheonesareChristianityandIslam.

ReligiousconflictinNigeriagoesasfarbackas1953,andinthecaseofthetownofTafawa

Balewato1948.Theigbomassacreof1966inthenorththatfollowedthecounter-coupofthe

sameyearhadasadualcausetheigboofficerscoupandpre-existing(sectarian)tensions

betweentheigbosandthelocalMuslims.ThiswasamajorfactorintheBiafransecessionand

theresultingCivilWar.

The1980ssawanupsurgeinviolenceduetodeathofMohammedMarwa(Maitatsine).Inthe

samedecade,theerstwhilemilitaryrulerofNigeria,GeneralIbrahim BabangidaenrolledNigeria

intheorganizationoftheIslamicconference.Thiswasamovewhichaggravatedreligious

tensionsinthecountry,particularlyamongtheChristiancommunity.Inresponse,someinthe

Muslim communitypointedoutthatcertainotherAfricanmemberstateshavesmaller

proportionsofMuslimsaswellasNigeria'sdiplomaticrelationswiththeholysee.

Inthe1980s,seriousoutbreaksbetweenChristiansandMuslimsoccurredinKafanchanin

Southernkadunastateinaborderareabetweenthetworeligionspropagatedbyextreme

leaderswhowereabletorallyayoung,educatedgroupofindividualswhowereabletorallya

young,educatedgroupofindividualswhowerefearedthatthenationwouldnotbableto

protecttheirreligiousgroup.Theleaderswereabletopolarizetheirfollowersthroughspeeches



andpublicdemonstrations.Theactivitiesofsomeofthesesectshasinrecenttimesledtothe

lossoflivesandpropertiesastheymoveaboutdestroyinggovernmentfacilitieswhichtheysee

aslegaciesorreplicaofwesternculturesintheirvariouscommunitiesthesereligious

campaignshasseenanincreaseingunbattlesbetweenthemembersofthesesectsand

securityforceswithlossofliveswitnessedonbothsides.Althoughdirectconflictsbetween

ChristiansandMuslim wererare,tensionsdidflarebetweenthetwogroupsaseachgroup

radicalised.TherewereclashesinOctober1982whenMuslim zealotsinkanowereableto

enforcetheirpowerinordertokeeptheAnglicanhousechurchfrom expandingitssizeand

powerbased.TheysawitasathreattothenearbymosqueeventhoughtheAnglicanhouse

churchhadbeentherefortyyearspriortothebuildingofthemosque.Additionallytherewere

twostudentsgroupsinNigeriawhocameintocontestation.ThefellowshipofChristian

studentsandtheMuslim studentssocietyinoneinstancetherewasanevangelicalcampaign

organisedbytheFCSandbroughtintoquestionwhyonesectshoulddominatethecampusof

theKafanchan.ColledgeofeducationthisquarrelacceleratedtothepointwheretheMuslim

studentsorganisedprotestsaroundthecityandculminatedintheburningofamosqueatthe

ColledgetheChristianmajorityatthecollegeretaliatedonMarch9.Twelvepeoplediedseveral

mosqueswereburntandaclimateoffearwascreated.Theretaliationwaspre-planned.

In1991,theGermanevangelistReinhardBonkeattemptedacrusadeinkano,causingreligious

riotleadingtodeathsofaboutadozenpeople.

Sincetherestorationofdemocracyin1999,Christiangovernmentshavedominatedthecountry

atthefederallevel,whiletheMuslim-dominatedNorthernNigeriastateshaveimplemented

strictsharialaw.ReligiousconflictbetweenMuslimsandChristianshaseruptedseveraltimes

since2000forvariousreasons.Oftencausingriotswithseveralthousandsofvictimsonboth

sides.Since2009,theislamistmovementBokoHaram hasfoughtanarmedrebellionagainst

theNigerianmilitarysackingvillagesandtownsandtakingthousandsoflivesinbattlesand

massacresagainstChristians,students,andothersdeemedenemiesofIslam.

TheeventsofAbujain2000andJosin2001wereriotsbetweenChristiansandMuslimsinJos

NigeriaabouttheappointmentofaMuslim politician,AlhajiMuktarMohammed,aslocal

coordinatorofthefederalprogrammetofightpoverty.Anothersuchnotkilledover100people

inOctober2001inkanostate.In2002,theNigerianjournalistIsiomaDanielwroteanarticlethat

ledtothedemonstrationsandviolencethatcausedthedeathsofover200inkadunaaswellas

afatwaplacedonherlife.The2002missworldcontestwasmovedfrom AbujatoLondonasa

result.Therestofthe2000sdecadewouldseeinter-religiousviolencecontinueinJosand

kaduna.ThereactiontotheMohammedcartoonsbroughtaboutaseriesofviolentprotestin

Nigeria.Clashesbetweenthepoliceclaimedseveralliveswithestimatesrangingfrom 16to

morethanahundred.Thisledtoreprisalattacksinthesouthofthecountry,particularlyin

onitshamorethanahundredlosttheirlives.

Areligiouswarorholywarisawarprimarilycausedorjustifiedbydifferencesinreligioninthe

modernperiod,debatesarecommonovertheextenttowhichreligious,economicorethnic



aspectsofaconflictpredominateinagivenwar.AccordingtotheEncyclopediaofwarsoutof

all1,763known/recordedhistoricalconflicts,123or6-98%,hadreligionastheirprimarycause.

MathewwhitesthegreatBigbookofhorriblethingsgiversreligionasthecauseof11ofthe

world's100deadliestatrocities.InseveralconflictsincludingtheIsraelipestinianconflict,the

SyrianCivilWarandthewarsinAfghanistanandIraqreligiouselementsarepresentbut

describedasfundamentalism orreligiousextremism dependingupontheobserverssympathies.

However,studiesonthesecasesoftenconcludethatethnicanimositiesdrivemuchofthe

conflicts.

Somehistoriansarguethatwhatistermed"religiouswars"isalargely"westerndichotomy"and

amoderninventionfrom thepastfewcenturies,arguingthatallwarsthatareclassedas

"religious"havesecular(economicorpolitical)ramifications.Similaropinionswereexpressedas

earlyasthe1960s,duringthesevenyearswar,widelyrecognizedtobe"religious"inmotivation,

nothingthatthewarningfactionswerenotnecessarilysplitalongconfessionallinesasmuchas

alongsecularinterests.

AccordingtoJeffreyBortonRussell,numerouscasesofsupposedactsofreligiouswarssuch

astheThirtyyearswarthefrenchwarsofreligion,theSnLankanCivilWar,9/11andother

terroristattackstheBosnianwar,andtheRwandanCivilWarwereallprimarilymotivatedby

social,politicalandeconomicissuesratherthanreligion.Forexampleinthethirtyyearswarthe

dominantparticipantontheprotestantsideformuchoftheconflictwasFrance,ledbycardinal

Richelial.ThatiswhyreligionhasalwaysbeenandwillalwaysbeasourceofconflictinNigeria

andintheworld.
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