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ANSWER

Intheeventofpandemics,epidemics,orpublichealthcrisis,theQUARANTINEACTofNigeria

givespowertothepresidenttoannouncealockdownforthepurposeofquarantineandthecontrol

ofspreadofdiseases.Likewise,theQUARANTINELAWofeachstateinNigeriagivespowertothe

governorsofthestatestoannouncealockdown,andrestrictmovementofindividuals.Thisisfor

thebenefitofallcitizenssoifthegovernorofKuzulandmadeanexecutiveorderforallbusinesses

toclosedown,theneveryoneinthestateshouldobey.

Sec5oftheQUARANTINELAW imposesthepenaltyoffineandimprisonmentonthosewho

contravenetheorderandcontinueintheoperationofpublicbusinessesduringthelockdown.But

wecanseeinthecaseofChiefAjahthatneitherfinenor.imprisonmentwasimposed.onhim

instead,hishotelcalledTARZANHOTELwasorderedbythegovernortobedemolished.Thisactby

thegovernorcontravenesSEC5oftheQUARANTINELAWandisalsoagainstheCFRN1999which

providesfortheLANDUSEACT1978whichNigeriausesforthecontrolandmanagementofland.

AccordingtotheLUAeveryoccupieroflandhasexclusiverighttohispropertytotheexclusionof

everyoneexceptthegovernorasstatedinsec14OftheLUAandhassolerightandpossessionto

theimprovementsthereonasstatedinsec15oftheLUA.

Although,ownershipofalllandinthestatevestsinthegovernorasseeninsec1oftheLUA,

however,abuildingofanoccupierorholdercannotbedemolishedunlessthestatutoryright

grantedtothatpersonhasbeenrevokedandnoticeoftherevocationgiventothatperson.And

accordingtotheLUA,sec,therightofoccupancyofapersoncanonlyberevokedif:

 Thatpersondiesnotpayforthecertificateofoccupancyasseeninsec9(2)oftheActand



refusaltopaywillleadtorevocationoftherightasstatedinsec9(3)oftheACT.

 Thestatutoryrightofoccupancyapersoncanalsoberevokedifitisfoundthatthegrantof

therightwaswronglyissuedasthesocalledholderfoesnothaveavalidtitletotheland.

Such is the principle in CSS BOOKSHOP V.REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF MUSLIM

COMMUNITYINRIBERSSTATEwhichstatesthataCofOcannotvalisteadefectivetitle.

Apartfrom these,thegeneralpurposeforwhichaperson'sstatutoryrightofoccupancycanbe

revokediscalledOVERRIDINGPUBLICINTERESTasprovidedforinsec28(2)oftheLUAwhich

statesthatoverridingpurposeinthecaseofastatutoryrightofoccupancymeans:

 Whenaholderelienatestherightbymortgage,transferofpossession,sublease,etcwithout

theconsentofthegovernor

 Wherethefederal,state,orlocalgovernmentwantstousethelandforpublicpurposesand

noticeofthe.revocationthereofisgiventotheholder.

 Wherethelandwillbeusedforminingpurposes

Itisonlywhennoticeofrevocationisgivenwillthestatutoryrightbextinguishedasstatedinsec

28(6)and(7)thatthegovernorcandemolishandusethelandforanypublicpurposeasdefinedby

sec51

So,intheabsenceoftheabove,thegovernorofKuzulandhascontravenedtheprovisionsoftheLUA.

However,ChiefAjahcaninstituteanactionforredressundertheLUAintheHughCourtof

Kuzulandbyvirtueofsec41statinginteraliathattheactionsofthegovernorcontravenethe

provisionsasstatedabove.Interms.ofcompensation,hecanbringhiscasebeforetheLANDUSE

ANDALLOCATIONCOMMITTEtodeterminetheamountofcompensation.duetohim asinsec2

andsec30oftheLUA


