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OPERATIONS.

DefinitionofCounterinsurgency:

CounterInsurgencycanbedefinedasthecombinationofmeasuresundertakenby

governmentandtheirmultinationalsupportpartnerstodefeataninsurgent,(COIN)

counterinsurgencymakesuseofallinstrumentsofnationalpowertointegratethe

economic,psychological,military,political,legalactivitiestakenbygovernmentsto

defeataninsurgency.

Counterinsurgencyisaproactiveapproachinvolvingallelementsofnationalpower

andevendowntothetacticallevel.COIN operationsstrivetoachieveunityofeffort

amongstmanyjointinteragency,intergovernmentalandmultinationalorganizations.

COIN includestacticalplanning,infrastructuredevelopment,informationengagement,

tacticalleveloperations.

TACTICSEMPLOYEDINCOUNTERINSURGENCYOPERATIONS

Regardingtothemainpurposeofthegovernmentusingdifferenttacticstocarry

outcounterinsurgencyandthetacticsemployedareindifferentformswhichinclude

the enemycentric,population centric,comprehensive approach,economic based,

informationbased.Thegovernmentbodiesimposedtheseemployedtacticsinregard

todeceivethepopulationandserveasadecentgovernmentinthecountry.

TheEnemycentric:

Thisisthetypeofcounterinsurgencythathastodowiththedefeatofaninsurgency

before anyform ofcounterinsurgencytakes place and the insurgentgroup are

identifiedasconvictsandanoppositiontothegovernment.Thegovernmenttendsto

eradicateanyform ofoppositionbeforereason.Themajorcomponentofthistypeof

counterinsurgencyisthemilitary.Themilitaryofficialsaremostlyfortheprotectionof

thenationsthecapabilityandpossessionofmilitaryhardwareactuallydeterminesthis

approach.The weakness ofthis insurgency lies in the inability ofthis counter

insurgencytofightaninsurgentgroupthatisnottangibleanddoesn’tresideina

particularcountryorarea.TheupmostexampleofNigeriainsurgencygroupBoko

Haram,thisinsurgencygrouphasterrorisedNigeriaforyearsthereasonwhythe
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governmentarenotabletoarrestthem isbecauseoftheirabilitytocrosstheborder

andcausingproblemstotheNigeriangovernmenttheygotoanothercountryknowing

thattheNigeriangovernmentcannotcrosstheborderwithoutapprovals.

Populationcentricapproach:

Thistypeoftacticsemployedbycounterinsurgencyisthepeopleofthestate.The

civiliansorindividualsofthestatesthisdeterminestheabilityofhowthegovernment

canprotectthepeopleofthestatestheprovisionofjobs,goodroadsandhospitals.In

thistypeofapproach,itcanalsobeinthefavouroftheinsurgentgroup.Reasonis

becausesometimesthemaintainingandsupportofthepeopleforarulingauthority.

Thisterm meansthathow thepeoplearebeentreateddetermineswhoisworthof

power.Forinstance,aninsurgencygroupisabletoperform therolesofthegovernment

effectivelywhereasthegovernmenthasn’tbeenabletoachieveanyofitsgoalthe

peoplewillgivetheirfullsupporttotheinsurgencygroupwhichcanleadtoasuccessful

overthrowofgovernment.Butifthegovernmentisabletoachieveitsgoalsandperform

properlytheeyesofthepeoplecanbedirectedandcangivethegovernmentthefull

support,theyneedtostopaninsurgency.Thistypeofinsurgencycanbeinputafterthe

enemycentricapproachbecausethegovernmentwillalwaysseeaninsurgencygroup

astheenemybeforeanythingelse,thistypeofcounterinsurgencycannotreachevery

partofthecountrylikethecreakwheretherearepeoplewhodon’tevenknow their

presidenttalklessoftheirgovernor’speoplewhodon’tevenknowwhatelectricityis.An

insurgencygroupcanprovidethesepeopleamenitiesandseekasylum therefrom time

totime.

Comprehensivecounterinsurgency:

Thiscounterinsurgencyisthecombinationofbothenemycentricapproachand

populationcentricapproachintacklinginsurgency.Itwordstogetherofoneafterthe

otherwiththeflexibilitytoswapatanytimebetweeneachother.Thismightbea

politicalfactorofthestatetoconfrontingtheinsurgencyreconstructandsettlethe

causeoftheinsurgency.Militancyisagoodexampletoexplainthecomprehensive

counterinsurgency.Inmilitancyinordertogettheattentionofthegovernmentthey

havetousecertainactionsormethodlikebombingofpipelines,kidnappingetc.in
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situationslikethisthegovernmentreactionstowardsactionlikesthisareusuallyenemy

centrictouseitsmilitarytoinstilpeaceintheareabutmilitancyisusuallycitizenor

individualwhowantachangetoaspecificareaasaresultofbadgovernance.The

governmentwillnowhavetointroducepopulationcentricapproachtotalktothepeople

orthegrouptofindtherootoftheproblem sothatitcanberesolved.Althoughthis

methodisnotthemostidealtohandleinsurgency.Theweaknessofthisinsurgencylies

inthedeploymentofthisapproachtoasituationwhenitisnotdemandedfor.Orwhen

thegovernmentdoesn’thaveenoughresourcestocarryoutacounterinsurgency

approachthiscomplex.

Economicbasedapproach:

Inthisapproachthegovernmentaddressthesocietyontheproblem thatcauseor

whatleadtothecauseoftheinsurgencysometimestheriseofaninsurgencyis

becauseofthefailureonbehalfofthegovernmentthegovernmentinabilitytoprovide

thebasicamenitieslikegoodschools,hospitals,roads,andaveragelifestylecanbeas

thereasonfortheriseofaninsurgencygroup.Forinstance,inLibyaforthedesperate

changeingovernmentthepeopleofLibyawereforcetocreateinsurgencygroupsto

fightMuhammarGaddafi.Inthistypeofapproach,thegovernmenthastoreasonwith

thepeoplediscussissuesthatcanandcreateopportunitythatwilladdressthesituation.

Inaddressingtheseneedsthegovernmentgeneratestrustinitspowertoprovide

essentialservicestothepeopletowinthesupportthepeopleandgetthem backon

theirside.

Informationbasedapproach:

Thiscounterinsurgencyapproachisbasicallytheinformationbasedandhastodo

withintelligenceandI.C.T.informationispowertheknowledgeaboutsomethingand

howitworksisakeyimportanceoflife.Themuchinformationgottenonaninsurgency

groupliketheirmovement,tactics,externalsupport,andstrategiesisveryimportantto

governmentaswellasinsurgencygrouponthegovernmentbecauseinformationworks

inbothwaywhenitcometoasituationlikethis.Themoreinformationgottenonam

insurgentgroup,themorechancesofthegovernmentwinning.Forinstance,WhatsApp

isencryptedinthiscaseinsurgents’groupsusedthisplatform tocommunicatewith
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eachother.
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