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Our earth will not die
Lynched,

           the lakes, 

      Slaughtered,

            the seas

      Mauled,

             the mountains.

But our earth will not die.

Here

     There
            everywhere
a lake is killed by the arsenic urine

from the bladder of profit factories

a poisoned staggers down the hills

coughing chaos in the sickly sea

the wailing whale, belly up like a frying fish,

crests the chilling swansong of parting waters.

But our earth will not die.

Who lynched the lakes. Who?

Who slaughtered the seas. Who?

Whoever mauled the mountains. Whoever?

Our earth will not die

And the rain

The rain falls, acid, on balding forests

Their branches amputated by the septic daggers

Of tainted clouds


Weeping willows drip mercury tears

In the eye of sobbing terrains

A nuclear sun rises like a funeral ball

Reducing man and meadow to dust and dirt.

But our earth will not die.

Fishes have died in the waters.      
Birds have died in the trees.       
Rabbits have died in their burrows.           
But our earth will not die

Our earth will see again

eyes washed by a new rain

the weltering sun will rise again

resplendent like a new coin

the wind. unwound, will play its tune

trees twittering, grasses dancing;

hillsides will work with blooming harvests

the plains batting their eyes of grass and grace.

the sea will drink its heart�s content

when a jubilant thunder flings open the skygate

and a new rain tumbles down


in drums of joy.

our earth will see  again

this earth, OUR EARTH.

Background
Taking a deep view into the world of nature as it has been since time immemorial until what it has become at this present contemporary hour we are able to see how evolved the earth has become being our natural home. With a postmodern view the political, socio-economic, development and technological advancement we the habitats (humans) have made as a result of the exploitation of our natural environment for our own interest which has resulted to an adverse effect on the earth which we seek refuge from as we know it. The politics and business which are concepts to help us in a deeper sense are instead the bloating factories and poisoning government which contribute to our damaging world. We (humans) are detrimental to our own planet, and we must change our actions in order to stop the harm. However, Niyi Osundare says, the Earth will not die�no, we will simply kill ourselves, and the Earth will readjust and balance itself for the surviving creatures and as a result of this realization provided the background for this poem.
Setting
The physical setting which the poem operates is not far from the eco conflict which revolves around the adverse effect of our political and social exploits on the earth, and its surroundings around it, �the slaughtered seas� the “lynched lake” and “mauled mountains� which are parts of the earth and our natural global environment, the setting of the poem is our natural environment. 
Subject matter/summary
The poem is a meditation on an environment- our earth. This poet taking a postmodern view evokes earth�s well being in the future through his optimistic voice which does not believe that the earth will end, beginning with the title �our earth will not die�. This poem talks about human activities which are directly affecting the environment and creating crisis all around the planet. Even as these destructive activities are done the poet keeps hope for the earth�s long life. It creates a picturesque description of humans� activity towards the environment. The poet has a strong belief that the earth will not die because very soon people will understand its importance in their life. The poet has created a picture of the massive destruction of the environment through his powerful words. Osundare has brought the environmental issue in his poem with the hope of making people aware of their activities. When literature brings environmental issues there emerges eco-criticism. Therefore, this poem makes people to exploit the activity in a literary form; it has a hope that people will understand the real importance of nature in their lives and accept the responsibility to bring the nature back in its past form by adjusting their behavior towards nature. So, the title itself brings optimistic tone as “Our earth will not die�. The Eco-criticism as relating to the poem is that "eco-criticism is the study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment�, or the observation and study of the relationship between literature and earth�s environment Eco-critical analysis of the poem Our Earth Will Not Die by the poet is concerned with nature, environmental crisis our earth and human poem. In the poem the poet has brought the largest issue of the present era; he has shown the destruction and exploitation of the environment done by humans. This poem critically satires on human activities that are really affecting the environment as well as keeps faith in its life that is not going to be ended with a strong hold of redemption that no matter averse times the earth will go through it will later rise again like the phoenix bird reborn from fire . Therefore, this poem connects the issue of environmental crisis with literature; it is an eco-critical poem. This poem also shows us issue of environmental crisis where everything is changed, negatively, and natural regulation is diversified in a different way. Nature�s work is disturbed by so-called civilized humans. The poet shows humans� and non-human activity towards nature. This poem, though sad and repulsive in tone and visual impact, its disposition is resolute and determined. The voice is that of rugged hope, steel-hope interjected into an atmosphere of despair: ―Our earths will not die. Repetition device is creatively used to contrast the appalling state of the environment and the steel-hope to weather all storm not only visually but also mentally the chief thematic goal of the volume here socio-economic inequalities is rapidly becoming ubiquitous in all over the climes of the world. The visual presentation is also demonstrated in orthographic form. From the in:
Lines 1-7 

With a saddened and elegiac tone the poet speaks �lynched, / the lakes, / slaughtered, / the seas, / mauled the mountains/ but our earth will not die.” Here, the poet is evocative in his poem to present nature as if it was alive like a human being. The slave-like imagery captured in his diction suggests  the ordeals of Africans during the gory days of white supremacy, as evident in line 1-7; �lynched the lakes/, slaughtered, / the seas, mauled/ the mountains” which brings to the fore the ill-treatment of our own �brother�, earth. This way with great evil intent, someway, somehow the earth is still going to survive all of it and still go on regardless of all us as human beings have done to destroy it for our personal interests.
Lines 8-17
Here

     There

            everywhere

a lake is killed by the arsenic urine

from the bladder of profit factories

a poisoned staggers down the hills

coughing chaos in the sickly sea

the wailing whale, belly up like a frying fish,

crests the chilling swansong of parting waters.

But our earth will not die.
�a lake is killed by the arsenic urine

From the bladder of profit factories� 

Man Every life-giving element, organic or cosmic, shows the macabre picture of death as we can see in this lines the poet uses personification to tell us how a lake is being killed as a result of the arsenic urine which symbolizes oil spillage into the water bodies the lines above suggest the poets portrayal of both natural and man-made actors. By natural we mean arsenic urine (the lake) and man-made will mean the despicable and uncaring activities of man (profit factories). There is no doubt the poet has succeeded in infusing human attributes in nature by demonstrating his sympathy for mother earth. The thematic pre-occupation is the loss of originality because post-modern man cares only about himself and not the environment. Even the destructive activities are done on a large scale the poet scope remains unflinching about the immortality of death. The powerful words of the poet give a glimpse of light at the end of the tunnel. This is not far from my thoughts that man will soon come to the realization that the earth is really important to him.
Lines 18-21
In this stanza, the poet reiterates the motif of stanza one, that�s the reason why our current stanza opens with the stylistic effect of Rhetorical question. He, the poet believes that the message on lynching, slaughtering and mauling have been internalized by the readers hence this stanza is brief. Even though a nature poet, Osundare lives or inhabits the earth with capitalist bourgeoisies. So the seemingly quote irrelevant �who lynch...� �who slaughtered...� and �whoever mauled...� this questions don�t require any answers because the poet knows the who and the whoever that are abusing nature are humans.
Lines 22-28
The imagery of sight is clearly captured in, �the rain falls acid on balding forest�. This stanza illustrates the manner in which the forest is being affected by nuclear/ chemical weapons. The problem of environmental crisis is laid there hypoisonous gas. So by showing this effect of acid rainfall  the poet wish to create the consciousness  in man among other things that  nuclear war heads mean no well to nature 
Lines 29-32

No doubt the unseasoned unhealthy activities of man on nature will evidently leads to the subject matter of this stanza. We can see the death of the elements of nature like fishes dying because of poisonous waters, birds dying because of the bald forest; rabbits have no burrows for safety. Nature is compromised, silenced and relegated to the background. We are responsible for the destruction of our home. Even with all these the poet is dogged, optimistic and keeps faith that the immortality of earth will triumph. 

Lines 33-45
Our earth will see again
eyes washed by a new rain
the westering sun will rise again resplendent like a new coin.
The wind unwound, will play its tune
trees twittering, grasses dancing;
hillsides will rock with blooming harvests
the plains batting their eyes of grass and grace.
The sea will drink its heart�s content
when a jubilant thunder flings open the skygate and a new rain
tumbles down
in drums of joy.
Our earth will see again
this earth, OUR EARTH.
These lines are full of hope which imagines the world without abuse of humans towards nature. In this lines we see that the earth is again redeemed of all its inflictions from the hands of man and it will once again rise up just like the sun that rises in the west �the westering sun will rise again resplendent like a new coin� our earth will see a new dawn on a new day with great joy and blossom like the sun. Nature�s freedom is spirited with full hopes. The line our will see again gives an invigorating spirit that no matter the height or magnitude of neglect of nature, earth is what gives us live. Hence man not earth is solely dependent on nature. The eyes that would be washed by new rain gives hope of man�s repentance from its debilitating activities on nature. The rain will come a new, the westering sun will rise strong, the winds unwound are all evidence that earth is renewable. The poet linguistic choice advances this claim that earth is reborn by his apt use of personification. The scenery created here is one of renaissance where �trees are twittering�, �grasses are dancing�, �hillside rocking�, �sea drinking� and many more in drums of joy�. humans faithfulness has the capacity to build a new reality and environmentally tranquil the universe. Culture has a significant role to play in reshaping our world.
Themes
Pain and misery
Amongst the themes in this poem includes the theme of pain and misery which refers to hurtful and discomfortful situations as expressed by the first six lines of the poem when the poet personifies the earth as a slave that have gone through the suffering and mistreatment by those who live in it.  
HOPEFULNESS

Through this poem we can see that there is light at the end of the tunnel and a feeling of expectation for a particular thing to happen as we can see in the last stanza of the poem where the earth finally rises from the ashes of doom and blossoms like the rising sun �the westering sun will again shine like a new coin�
Power of nature
The poet also emphasizes on nature as powerful and resilient as the poet as the poet continuously lets us to know that the earth will not die. We can see and experience the strength harnessed by earth, because we can she has been through a lot and also because she is resilient and will herself.
Inhumanity to nature 

In the poem mankind is portrayed as one that has no regards for nature or the things of the earth. It is through this ruthless exploitation by man that the poet has decided to show us the disrespect by man. 

Structure and semantics

�Lynched, / the lakes, /Slaughtered / the sea / Mauled, the mountains�.  All have verb/object. Structure. We can also have semantic parallelism because they all possess potent danger to nature; that is they all mean man inhumanity to nature, they all have the same structure and meaning as the above. Fishes have died in the waters, birds, have died in the trees, rabbits have died in their burrows all have the structure subject verb adjunct and they all mean death of the animals above. There is also structural and semantic parallelism in our death will not die. Almost all the poems in the three stanza posses seemingly an irregular stanzaic pattern, the rhyming scheme is overly unrhymed and the poems in free verse free style.
Language and style

Personification
This is a form of figurative language in which something that is not human is given human characteristics. �lynched the lakes,� lake is not living so you can�t lynch it and the same goes for slaughtered the seas and mauled the mountains, thou in all of these  the writer exposes the evil nature of man on nature � the sickly  sea and the sea can�t be sick because it�s not living.
Enjambment
Meaning run on lines, the whole of stanza one consist of enjambment, the semantic implication of this is seen in the disorderly and distorted way man is living in his environment. Here, there, everywhere support this claim that man is indiscipline and does not respect his terrain. 
RHETORICAL QUESTION
This is poetic device in whicha question asked in order to create a dramatic effect or to make a point rather than to get an answer: examples from the poem are stated below:

Who lynched the lakes. Who?

Who slaughtered the seas. Who?

Whoever mauled the mountains. Whoever?

Our earth will not die
Alliteration 
This is a device where two or more words in a phrase or line of poetry share the same beginning consonant sound. 

�lynch the lakes� (L)

�slaughtered the sea� (S)

�Mauled the mountains� (M)
Coughing chaos (k)

Sickly sea (S)

Wailing whale (W)
Background of the poets
Niyi Osundare (born in Ikere-Ekiti, Nigeria, in 1947) is an essayist, writer for the theatre, lecturer and one of Nigeria's most celebrated poet. He has published 18 volumes of poetry, several plays, essays, articles and criticism. Previously a professor at the English Institute of the University of Ibadan, he is currently Distinguished Professor of English at the University of New Orleans. His deaf daughter is the real reason Niyi settled in the United States. She could not go to school in Nigeria so they found a school in the U.S. for her. They moved with her so as to be closer to her.
He has always been a vehement champion of the right to free speech and is a strong believer in the power of words, saying, "to utter is to alter". Osundare is renowned for his commitment to socially relevant art and artistic activism and has written several open letters to the former President of Nigeria (Olusegun Obasanjo), whom Osundare has often publicly criticized.

Osundare believes that there is no choice for an African poet but to be political l"You cannot keep quiet about the situation in the kind of countries we find ourselves in, in Africa. When you wake up and there is no running water, when you have a massive power outage for days and nights, no food on the table, no hospital for the sick, no peace of mind; when the image of the ruler you see everywhere is that of a dictator with a gun in his hand; and, on the international level, when you live in a world in which your continent is consigned to the margin, a world in which the colour of your skin is a constant disadvantage, everywhere you go � then there is no other way than to write about this, in an attempt to change the situation for the better."

Under the rule of the dictator General Sani Abacha (1993�98), Osundare regularly contributed poems to a Nigerian national newspaper (now part of the collection Songs of the Season) that criticised the regime and commented upon the lives of people in Nigeria. As a result, he was frequently visited by security agents and asked to explain his poems and to whom they referred

His poetry combines concepts and traditions of the Yoruba culture with Marxist approaches. He uses mythological concepts to underline his struggle against social injustice and inhumanity. Niyi osundare is one of the most admired African Anglophone poets of his generation. Exploring  themes such as the importance of respect for the social, political and natural aspect of life. Niyi Osundare�s prizes include the 1991 Noma Award, the 1998 Fonlon-Nichols Award and the 2008 Tchicaya U Tam�si Award for African Poetry, one of Africa�s most influential poets.
