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BeforeIbeginherearethekeywordsofthetopic

-Religion

-Violence

-Reconciliation

Religionisasocial-culturalsystem ofdesignatedbehaviorsandpractices,morals,worldviews,

texts,sanctifiedplaces,prophecies,ethicsororganization,thatrelateshumanitytosupernatural,

transcendentalorspiritualelements(REFFreligion-Wikipediahttps://en.m.wikipedia.org-wiki-

religion)

Violenceisanextremeform ofaggressionsuchasassaultrapeormurded(REFFviolence-

Americanpsychologicalhttps://www.apa.org-topics-violence)

Reconciliationisanaccountingprocessthatcomparestwosetsofrecordstocheckthatfigures

arenotcorrectandinagreement(Reff:Reconciliationdefinition-investopedia

https://www.investopedia.com)

Iwillagreewiththefactthatreligioncausesviolence.Everyoneknowsthatreligionhasa

dangeroustendencytopromoteviolence.Thisstoryispartoftheconventionalwisdom of

westernsocietiesanditunderliesmanyofourinstitutionsandpoliciesfrom limitsonthepublic

roleofreligiontoeffortstopromotedemocracyintheMiddleEast.Inthisessay,Iam goingto

challengethatconventionalwisdom,butnotinthewaysitisusuallychallengedbypeoplewho

identifythemselfsasreligious.Suchpeoplewillsometimesarguethattherealmotivation

behindso-calledreligiousviolenceisinfacteconomicandpolitical,notreligious.Otherswill

arguethatpeoplewhodoviolencearebydefinitionnotreligious.Thecrusaderisnotreallya

Christianforexamplebecausehedoesn'treallyunderstandthemeaningofChristianity.Idon't

thinkthateitheroftheseargumentsworks.Inthefirstplaceitisimpossibletoseparateour

religiounfrom economicandpoliticalmotivesinsuchawaythatreligiousmotivesareinnocent

ofviolence.Howcouldone,forexample,separatereligionfrom politicsinIslam,whenMuslims

themselfsmakenosuchseparation?Inthesecondplace.Itmaybethecasethatthecrusader

hasmisappropriatedthetruemessageofchrist,butonecannotthereforeexcuseChristianityof

allresponsibility.Christianityisnotprimarilyasetofdoctrines,butalivedhistoricalexperience

enbodiedandshapedbytheempiricallyobservableactionsofChristians.SoIhavenointention

ofexcusingChristianityorIslam oranyotherfaithsystem from carefulanalysis.Givencertain

conditions,Christianity,Islam andotherfaithscananddocontributetoviolence.



Butwhatisimpliedintheconventionalwisdom thatreligionispronetoviolenceisthat

Christianity,Islam andotherfaithsaremoreinclinedtowardviolencethanideologiesand

institutionsthatareidentifiedas"secular".ItisthisstorythatIwillchallengehere.Iwilldosoin

twostepsfirst,Iwillshowthatthedivisionofideologiesandinstitutionsintothecategories

"religious"and"secular"isanarbitraryandincoherentdivision.Whenweexamineacademic

argumentsthatreligioncausesviolencewefindthatwhatdoesordoesnotcountasreligionis

basedonsubjectiveandindefensiveassumptions.Asaresultcertainkindsofviolenceare

condemnedandothersareignored.SecondlyIaskiftheideathatthereissomethingcalled

'religion'thatismoreviolentthanso-called'secular'phenomenaissoincoherentwhyisthe

ideasopervasive?TheanswerIthinkisthatweinthewestfinditcomfortingandideologically

useful.Themythofreligiousviolencehelpscreateablindspotabouttheviolenceofthe

putativelysecularnationstate.Weliketobelievethattheliberalstatearosetomakepeace

betweenwarningreligiousfactions.Today,thewesternliberalstateischargedwiththeburden

ofcreatingpeaceinthefaceofthecruelreligiousfanaticism oftheMuslim world.Themythof

religiousviolencepromotesadichotomybetweenusinthesecularwestwhoarerationaland

peacemakingandthen,thehordesofviolentreligiousfanaticsintheMuslim world.Their

violenceisreligiousandthereforeirrationalanddivisive.Ourviolenceontheotherhandis

rationalpeacemakingandnecessary.Regrettably,wefindourselvesforcedtobombthem into

thehigherrationality(Reff:Doesreligioncauseviolence?Https://bulletin-archive.hds.harvard.edu)

Religiousviolenceisundergoingarevival.Thepastdecadehaswitnessedasharpincreasein

violentsectarianorreligioustensions.Theserangefrom IslamicextremistswagingglobalJihad

andpowerstrugglesbetweensunniandShiaMuslimsintheMiddleEasttothepersecutionof

RohigyainMyanmarandoutbreaksofviolencebetweenChristiansandMuslimsacrossAfrica.

Accordingtopewin2018morethanaquarteroftheworld'scountriesexperiencedahigh

incidenceofhostilitiesmotivatedbyreligioushatred,rhobviolencerelatedtoreligion,terrorist,

andharrasmentofwomenforviolatingreligiouscodes.Thespikeinreligiousviolenceisglobal

andaffectsvirtuallyeveryreligiousgroup.A2018minorityrightsgroupreportindicatesthat

masskillingsandotheratrocitiesareincreasingincountriesbothaffectedandnotaffectedby

waralike.Whilebloodyencounterswererecordedinover50countries,mostreportedlethal

incidentsinvolvingminoritieswereconcentratedinSyria,Iraq,Nigeria,India,Myanmar,Pakistan

andBangladesh.HostilitiesagainstMuslimsandjewsalsoincreasedacrossEurope,asdid

threatsagainstHindusinmorethan18countries.Makingmattersworse,55oftheworld's198

countriesimposedheightenedrestrictionsonreligions,especiallyEgypt,Russia,India

indomesiaandturkey.Howisitthatreligious-whichsupposedlyespousepeace,loveand

harmony-aresocommonlyconnectedwithintoleranceandviolentaggression?Socialscientist

aredividedontheissue.ScholarslikeWilliam Cavanaughcontendthatevenwhenextremistuse

theologicaltextstojustifytheiractions"religious"violenceisnotreligiousatall-butrathera

perversionofcoreteachingsothersuchasRichardDawkinsbelievethatbecausereligionsfuel

certaintiesandsanctifymartyrdom,theyareoftenarootcauseofconflictmeanwhile,Timothy



Siskclaimsthatbothhierarchicalreligioustraditions(suchasshiism)andnon-hierarchical

traditions(suchasBuddhism)canbothbevulnerabletointerpretationofCanontojustifyor

evenprovidewarrantsforviolentaction.(Reff:religiousviolenceisontherise.Whatcanfaith

basedcommunitiesdoaboutithttps://www.weforum.org).

Ontheotherhand,religionalsocreatesapowerfulsourceforreconciliation.Nowwhatis

reconciliation?Whilepeaceagreementsmaybewrittenandsignedbygovernmentleaders,

reconciliationistheprocessofadversariesworkingtowardsgoodrelationshipsafteraconflict

hastakenplace.Engaginginthisprocessinvolveslistening,understandingandhumanizing"the

other"(Reff:Exploringtheroleofreligioninreconciliation-peacemakers

https://www.peacemakersnetwork.org)

Religiontriestoanswersomemysteriesregardingcreation,thepresenceofGod,goodliving

andbadlivingandthedestinationofhumanbeingsafterdeath.Manyreligionsbelievethata

Supremebeingcreatedalllivingthings.This"being"iscalledGod,father,spirit,andmanythings.

Othernames(kalman2009).Therearethousandsofreligiousgroupsintheworldtodayand

eachgrouphasteachings,holybookandplacesofworshipwithdifferentnames:churches,

temples,mosques.

Theterm"reconciliation"runsthroughallthesacreddiscourses.Itdeliversfrom violenceand

sufferingintoastateofrestoredrelationships.Thisqualifiesreligionasapotentialinstitutions

topromotereconciliation.SpiritualreconciliationwhichbringsapersonclosertoGod,closely

complementssocialreconciliation.Churcheshavehistoricallyplayedanimportantroleinthe

reconciliationprocessesbecauseoftheirpowerincivilsocietyandthroughtheirreligious

messageconstructionwhichconstantlypreachesforgivenessandreconcilitaion(Crawford,

2002).churchesandreligiousgroupingslinkreligiontomoralityandactasagentsof

reconciliation(Schreitter1992).

Scholarsareconstantlytryingtoestablishthepositionofreligioninsocialreconciliationand

assesingwhetherreconciliationispossiblebetweendenominationsorbetweenreligionsinthe

firstplace,andbyextension,thecapacityforreligiontoextendtheresponsibilitytoothersocial

structures.Thisworldprovideaunifiedapproachtoreconciliation.Thechurchitselfoftenfaces

challengesofdivisionwithinandacrossreligions.Protestantreformationwhichtookplaceover

fourhundredyearsagoarosefrom religiousdifferences(Raymond,Helmickandperson,2001),

tensionbetweenIslam andChristianityhasbeenalongstandingchallengeinSudan,Nigeria

andcentralAfricanRepublicamongothernationsinAfrica,thereisalsostandingconflict

betweencatholicsandorthodoxinUkrainebutthisnotwithstanding.Religionisrecognisedas

theuniversalcustodianofmoralswiththelegitimateauthoritytopromotereconciliationin

collaborationwithotherpoliticalandsocialinstitutions.

Reconciliationmaynotbelookedatasahastypeace,asubstituteforliberationoramanaged

process.Theperpetratorsofviolencewillveryquicklyproposetheprincipleofletbygonesanda

religiousforgiveness(schreitter1992).Thisemergesasatrivializedhasty,superficialand



unsustainablereconciliationandpeace,whichdoesnotnecessarilyupholdreligiousvaluesand

ignoreshumanidentityanddignity(schreitter1992).Mostreligionstakecognizanceoftheneed

toaddressthecausesletgoofthesufferingandtorestorerelationshipsintheshortesttime

possible.AccordingtoLederach(1999).reconciliationbringsanaspectoftimeandisembedded

inthepast,presentandfutureofarelationship.ApplebyPresentsthreequestionsrelatedto

religioninadvancingasocialprocessofreconciliation.Ifreligiousactorsandreligious

sensibilitieshavearoletoplayinformulatingpoliticsofforgivenessandadvancingasocial

processofreconciliation,whichreligiousactors?Whichreligioussensibilities?Andwhatrole

Burneman(2002)describesreconciliationasanappreciationoftheinter-subjectivityasan

appreciationoftheinter-subjectivityofthepresentandasocialprojectnotintermsof

permanentpeaceorharmonybutasaprojectofdeparturefrom violence.Thisplacesa

challengetoreligiontoreconcileinajointregardlessofthereligiousorientationandfora

commongood.AccordingtoBorneman,toreconcileistorendernolongeropposed.Theterm is

therefore,notafixedconceptbutmustbeusedasameansforretributiveorrestorativejustice.

(Reff:(pdf)Thecontributionofreligiontosocialreconciliation.AcasestudyofLiberiajypcnet.

Com-journals-jypc1.Pdf

Thecontributionthatreligioncanmaketopeacemakingastheflipsideofreligiousconflictis

onlybeginningtobeexploredandexplicated.AllthreeoftheAbrahamicfaithscontainsstrong

warrantsforpeacemakingtherearepastcasesofmediationandpeacemakingbyreligious

leadersandinstitutionforexample,theworldcouncilofchurchesandallAfricaconferenceof

churchesmediatedtheshort-lived1972peaceagreementinSudan.InSouthAfrica,various

churcheswhereatthevanguardofthestruggleagainstapartheidandthepeacefultransition.

ThemostdramaticandmostfrequentlycitedcasesisthesuccessfulmediationtheRome

basedcommunityofsentEgidioachievedtohelpendtheCivilWarinMozambiquein1992.

Repeatedlycitingthesecasesasthemainpointsofreferencedistortstherealityofreligious

peacemaking.Mostofthecasesofreligiousoffaith-basedpeacemakingarelessdramaticin

theiroutcomes.Alsoreligiouspeacemakingisbecomingmuchmorecommon,andthenumber

ofcasescitedisgrowingatanincreasingpace.(Reff:Religiouscontributiontopeacemaking.

Whenreligionbringspeace,notwar.Https://www.usip.org-2006).


