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Transport of sperm from site of deposition in the female to site of fertilization represents a critical phase of the reproductive process of farm animals. Sperm transport failures, which result in fertilization failure, account for a significant proportion of the loss of potential offspring in each major class of animal. Im�proving sperm transport and reducing fertiliza�tion failure could reduce intercalving intervals of cattle and increase lambing rate of sheep and average litter size of swine. The term "sperm transport" properly means the movement of sperm by the female re�productive tract from the site of deposition of semen to the ampulla of the oviducts. However, the term often is used in a broader sense to define movement of sperm in the female regardless of whether the movement resulted from action of the female tract or from action of sperm. In fact, most studies on movement of live sperm through the female tract are not designed to separate the role of the female from that of the sperm. Therefore, "sperm transport" in this paper will encompass consequences of all physiological processes involved in movement of sperm in the female tract. 

