All acid derivatives can be hydrolyzed
(cleaved by water)to yield carboxylic
acids; the conditions required range from
mild to severe, depending on the
compound involved. The oxidation of
primary alcohols is a common method for
the synthesis of carboxylic acids:
RCH20H - RCOOH. This requires @
strong oxidizing agent, the most common
being chromic acid (H2Cr0O4), pot

S c (KMnO4), and
(HNO3). Al des are oxidized to
carboxylic acids more easily (by many
oxidizing agents), but this is not often
useful, because the aldehydes are usually
less available than the corresponding
acids
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{(Where R and R' are general hydrocarbon groups)
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