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QUESTIONS

1.HowcanaLebaneseretainorlosehisorhernewlyacquiredNigeriancitizenship.

2.SocialContractTheoryexplainstheevolutionofstates,whatothertheories

explainthesameandtheirstrengths.

ANSWERS

1.ThegroundonwhichaLebanesecanloseitsNigeriancitizenshipisknownas

involuntaryloss.Involuntarylossofcitizenshipmayoccurduetoeitherautomatic

lapseofcitizenshipfrom thecitizenduetofailuretotakesomeactiontoretain

citizenship,oractivewithdrawalofcitizenshipbythecountry.Involuntarylossof

citizenshipdoesnotnecessarilymeanautomaticandimmediateloss.Evenifa

country’slawstatesthatundercertaincircumstancescitizenshipisautomatically

removed,untiltheofficialsofthegovernmentorembassyareinformedthat

country’sgovernmentwillprobablystillretainthatperson’snameinitscitizenship

records.Firstly,aLebaneseshallforfeitforthwithhisNigeriancitizenshipifnotbeing

acitizenofNigeriabybirth,heacquiresorretainsthecitizenshipornationalityofa

countryotherthanNigeriaofwhichheisnotacitizenbybirth.ThePresidentshall

depriveaLebaneseofitscitizenshipifheissatisfiedfrom therecordofproceedings

ofacourtoflaworothertribunalorafterdueinquiryinaccordancewithregulations

madebyhim that:

 Thepersonhasshownhimselfbyactorspeechtobedisloyaltowardsthe

FederalRepublicofNigeriaforexampleifhe/sheiscaughtcommittinga

slanderagainstthepresidentorgovernmentorgovernmentofficialsieactsof

disloyaltytothecountryanditsofficials.

 Thepersonhas,duringanywarinwhichNigeriawasengaged,unlawfully

tradedwiththeenemyorbeenengagedinorassociatedwithanybusiness

thatwasintheopinionofthePresidentcarriedoninsuchamannerasto

assisttheenemyofNigeriainthatwarorunlawfullycommunicatedwithsuch

enemytothedetrimentoforwiththeintenttocausedamagetotheinterest

ofNigeria.



 Aregisteredornaturalizedcitizenvoluntarilyacquiresthecitizenshipofa

foreigncountry.

 Naturalizedcitizens,beforesevenyearsofresidence,sentencedtoprisonfor

threeyearsormore.

 Refusingtorenouncepreviouscitizenships.

2.Othertheoriesthatexplainstheevolutionofstatesincludes:

 DivineOriginTheory

 PatriarchalTheory

 MatriarchalTheory

 ForceTheory

 MarxicianTheory

i)DivineOriginTheory:Thistheorywasoneoftheearliesttheories.Itisatheoryof

politicalauthorityandnotatheoryoftheoriginofthestate.TheState,itsadvocates

maintain,wascreatedbyGodandgovernedbyHisdeputyorVicegerent.ItwasHis

willthatmenshouldliveintheworldinastateofpoliticalsocietyandHesentHis

deputytoruleoverthem.Therulerwasadivinelyappointedagentandhewas

responsibleforhisactionstoGodalone.AstherulerwasthedeputyofGod,

obediencetohim washeldtobeareligiousdutyandresistanceasin.Theadvocates

oftheDivineOriginTheory,inthisway,placedtherulerabovethepeopleaswellas

law.Nothingonearthcouldlimithiswillandrestricthispower.Hiswordwaslaw

andhisactionswerealwaysjustandbenevolent.Tocomplainagainsttheauthority

oftherulerandtocharacteristichisactionsasunjustwasasinforwhichtherewas

divinepunishment.Thereissufficientevidencetoprovenowthatearlystateswere

basedonthisconceptionandallpoliticalauthoritywasconnectedwithcertain

unseenpowers.Theearliestrulerwasacombinationofpriestandkingorthemagic

manandthekingtheauthorityandthereverencewhicharulercommanded

dependeduponhispositionasapriestorasamagicman.Religionandpoliticswere

soinextricablymixedupintheprimitivesocietythatnotahazylineofdemarcation

couldbedrawnbetweenthetwo.

STRENGHTS

 Metaphysicalandobjective:Godistheoriginandregulatorofmorality.Surely



thereisnobettersourcefordecidingwhatisrightandwrongthanGod’s

unchanginglaw.

 Godknowsusbest:Godisobjective,aswellasourcreator.Wemaythinkthat

thingsaregoodforussuchashavinganaffairbutGod’slawisagainstthis

forareason.

 Absoluterules:ThelawswehavetstickbyareoftenclearsuchastheTen

Commandments.

 Takesawayhumanresponsibility:Goodnessisn’tsubjecttoour

misunderstandingofsituations-ourreasoningisfallible,andsofollowing

God’slawsafeguardsagainstthis.

 Godisinherentlygood:TheBibledescribesGodas‘holy’meaningseparate

from sin.Therefore,whathecommandsmustbegood.

ii)PatriarchalTheory:Accordingtopatriarchaltheoryofthestate,thestateis

nothingbutanexpansionofthefamily.Inthebeginning,therewasahusband,wife

andchildren.Thefatherwasthechiefcontrollingauthority.Withthepassageoftime,

thefamilyexpandedandchangedintoclanwhichfurtherdevelopedintoatribe.This

tribeoccupiedavillage,eachhavingachief.Manysuchvillagesunitedinasingle

community,whichwasnearlyself-sufficient.Aristotlehasgiventhenameofstateto

suchaperfectcommunity.Thestatewasheadedbyaking.Sothefamilyplacewas

takenbythestateandthefather’spositionwasoccupiedbytheking.Thechief

supporterthistheorySirHenryMainewhosaysthatineveryfamilytheeldestmale

parentwasthecontrollingauthority.Hehadcompletecontroloverthelivesofthe

membersandthepropertyofthefamily.Lateronthefamilyexpandedandclans

cameintobeing.Furthertribeswereformedandfinallythestate.

STRENGHTSociologiststendtoseepatriarchyasasocialproductandnotasan

outcomeofinnatedifferencesbetweenthesexesandtheyfocusattentiononthe

waythatgenderrolesinasocietyaffectpowerdifferentialsbetweenmenand

women.

iii)MatriarchalTheory:Thisisahypotheticalsocialsystem inwhichthemotheror

femaleelderhasabsoluteauthorityoverthefamilygroup;byextension,oneormore

women(asinacouncil)exertasimilarlevelofauthorityoverthecommunityasa

whole.Itisasocialsystem inwhichfemales(mostnotablyinmammals)hold

primarypowerpositionsinrolesofpoliticalleadership,moralauthority,social

privilegeandcontrolofproperty.

STRENGHTS

 Womenasleaderscanshowmorecompetencytowardeducationandgrowth



ofcultureduetotheirnature.

 Sensesandtasteswomenhavearemorelikelytobebetterthanmen.Dueto

thefact,theyalwaysseekforabetterfutureanddream muchmorethanmen.

 Speakingabouttherelationshipmanner,theyarefairerthanmen,because

womenarealwayssuppressedbytheauthorityofmen.

 Thistheoryensuresdomestictranquillity,securestheblessingsofliberty,

improvesstandardsoflivingandestablishesjustice.

iv)ForceTheory:Thistheorytellusthatthestateisprimarilyaresultofforcible

subjugationthroughlongcontinuedwarfareamongprimitivegroupsandhistorically

speakingasJenkssays‘thereisnotaslightestdifficultyinprovingthatallpolitical

communitiesofthemoderntypeowetheirexistencetosuccessfulwarfare’.Force

hasindeedplayedanimportantroleintheoriginanddevelopmentofthestateas

someofthegreatestempiresoftodayhavebeenestablishedthroughbloodandiron.

STRENGTHS

 Insofarthistheoryexplainstheoriginanddevelopmentofthestate,it

containsaconsiderableamountoftruthbecausewarandconquesthave

gonealongwayinbuildingofstateinallages.

 Thetheorybringstotheforefrontthefactthat‘might’orforceis

indispensabletothestateandwithoutitastatecanneitherexistnorfunction.

v)MarxicianTheory:Thistheory,besideliberalstate,isperhapsthemostprominent

theory.Itnotonlychallengesthebasicconceptsofliberalstatebutalsoemphasizes

thatitenslavesmajoritymenofsocietyfortherealisationofitsaims,itistobe

abolishedorsmashedwithoutwhichtheemancipationofcommonmenwillneverbe

possible.Marx,Engelsandtheirfollowershadnofaithinthesocialcontracttheory

astheoriginofstate.Theyhavedividedthedevelopmentofsocietyintoold

communistsocialsystem,slavesociety,feudalsocietyandindustrialsociety.

STRENGHT

 Itanalysespowerandconflictinsociety.

 Ithelpsexplainconflictandchange.

 Ithelpssupportthedowntroddenandempowerthepowerless.


