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Answers

Thevestibularsystem isthesensoryapparatusoftheinnerearthathelpsthebody

maintainitsposturalequilibrium.Theinformationfurnishedbythevestibularsystem is

alsoessentialforcoordinatingthepositionoftheheadandthemovementoftheeyes.

Therearetwosetsofendorgansintheinnerear,orlabyrinth:thesemicircularcanals,

whichrespondtorotationalmovements(angularacceleration);andtheutricleand

sacculewithinthevestibule,whichrespondtochangesinthepositionoftheheadwith

respecttogravity(linearacceleration).Theinformationtheseorgansdeliveris

proprioceptiveincharacter,dealingwitheventswithinthebodyitself,ratherthan

exteroceptive,dealingwitheventsoutsidethebody,asinthecaseoftheresponsesofthe

cochleatosound.Functionallytheseorgansarecloselyrelatedtothecerebellum andto

thereflexcentresofthespinalcordandbrainstem thatgovernthemovementsofthe

eyes,neck,andlimbs.


