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IRD416( LOGIC OF WORLD ORDER)

What is the Position of the developing countries in the present world order?

INTRODUCTION

 The collapse of the socialist bloc and the Soviet Union destroyed the previous bipolar world order and led to the establishment of a unipo-lar world. Obviously, the ideas about the new world order that be-gan to develop right in the late 1980s and early 1990s, often re-flected the belief in the absolute domination of the Western econ-omies, institutions and ideas (see, e.g., Attali 1991) and became almost synonymous to the idea of Pax Americana (see, e.g., Brzezinski 1998). Thus, Henry Kissinger's views (Kissinger 1994, 2001) on the new balance of power were no exception.  However, while the unipolar order was formed and developed the world balance shifted once again. This was caused by the coun-tries' uneven economic and technological development. Over the last three or four decades, globalization has been constantly and signifi-cantly effecting the changes in the world order. It eventually shifted the balance of economic power towards the developing world. One of the main reasons was the so-called ‘deindustrialization’ which meant a transition of a significant part of production, economy and technology from developed to developing countries (for more details see Grinin and Korotayev 2014, 2015). The result is the Western countries' weakening economic growth and their diminishing role in the global arena, while the rest of the world (developing countries) increases the influence . Thus, during the two decades starting from 1991, at the background of weakening Europe and continuing stagnation in Japan one observed the rise of economic giants in Asia (China and India) as well as the emergence of a number of rapidly developing states from Mexico to Malaysia and Ethiopia.

The present world order is marked as a globalised era. Even the ‘forgotten’ continent of Africa is now both a new frontier of economic and other opportunities and host to some of the fastest-growing economies in the world. The concept and the emerging reality of BRICS i.e. Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa as a geopolitical and economic grouping of nations introduces a new dynamic to global governance and economic relations. BRICS is now part of the vocabulary used to describe the shift in economic power southward and eastward. The leaders of the BRICS nations stated in the Sanya Declaration, adopted at the April 2011 meeting in China which formally marked South Africa’s entry to the group: “We share the view that the world is undergoing far-reaching, complex and profound changes, marked by the strengthening of multi-polarity, economic globalization and increasing interdependence.” The BRICS nations not only reflect the shifting trends of the new global economic order but are increasingly shaping it. China’s economy has grown ninety times since Deng Xiaoping began the liberalization in 1978, paving the way for China’s integration into the global economy. China has surpassed Japan as the world’s second largest economy, after the United States.
India, with its established democracy and massive rural poverty, has succeeded in creating an economic miracle led by technology and services that has laid the foundation for long-term sustainable growth and put India at the forefront of BRICS.

There is no doubt that the previous world order was led by Europe, with developing countries under the clutches of colonialization. To the developing countries, the past world order was imperial, hierarchical and exploitative. The developing countries in the South directly and indirectly integrated (although at some point non-aligned) into the post-World War II order led by Russia and the United States after independence. 
At the end of the Cold War, the United States emerged as the leader but the position remains a matter for debate.
There are several major areas to address on the position of the developing countries in the present world order.

Firstly, 

Developing countries are affected positively and negatively in many aspects, from internal affairs to external affairs. Globalization has helped less developed countries deal with the increasing economic developed in the rest of the world. This has solved the poverty problems in these countries. In the past this was impossible for less developed countries due to trade barriers. The World Bank and International Management encourage these less developed countries to go through market reform. Many countries began to move towards these changes by removing tariffs and free up their economies.  Developed nations invest in less developed nations which lead to creation of jobs for poor people in the less developed countries, this is a positive outcome of globalization. Also, there is no doubt that foreign firms can now easily locate and invest in developing countries as well as hire locals to reduce unemployment, the gains are minimal compared to the losses. However, globalization has had its negative effects on these less developed nations. Globalization has increased inequality in developing nations between the rich and the poor. The benefit of globalization is not universal. Globalization is making the rich richer and the poor poorer.
 Developed countries flood markets in the developing countries with consumer and other goods for sale at rates competitive to local products, and safely take back profits, and many times their industrial productions have resulted to increasingly pollution of the environment and greenhouse emissions without adequate compensation or cleaning of the environment. 

The report, released at an UNCTAD meeting in Bangkok, said rich countries should remove all tariffs and quotas on products from the poorest countries to allow them to sell more. Developing countries have complained that trade agreements negotiated by the World Trade Organization have cut tariffs on many products exported by rich nations, while falling to address agriculture, textiles and garments which are the key products for poorer countries. According to Fortin, "The main problem of the least developed countries today is they don’t produce enough.″

The world's economies can be drawn from two distinct clubs or income distributions: a rich set and a poor group. Overtime when offered growth prospects, such as with our present spate of globalization: (a) many poor countries continue to be poor (b) many rich nations remain rich (c) some poor countries or developing countries rise to the rank of the rich e.g. China (d)  some comparatively affluent countries descend into relative poverty.

Companies from developed countries such as American companies (although China is rising) have taken over the world. US and European currency as well as TV channels (CNN and BBC) have dominated the world; Although, Aljazeera has proven to be an important and globally recognised TV channel owned by the government of Qatar. Many local companies are being shut down causing unemployment to millions due to inability to withstand competition. Nearly one half of the world population (concentrated mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia) are in terrible poverty, and conflict. The debt burden of the developing countries has increased to worrying levels. On the other hand, the assets of top 3 billionaires in the world are said to be greater than the combined national wealth of all the least developed countries put together. Goods of the least developed countries are denied preferential access to markets in the advanced countries.
The developing countries have continually been marginalized in the different phases of the created world order, up to the moment.  They continue to be major producers of raw-materials and not finished goods. They are receivers of aid and hardly givers. The establishment of companies by developed countries in the LDC's has resulted to increasing unemployment. There has also been increasing poverty as the importation of goods by the LDC's is more than the goods been exported limiting job opportunities and increasing poverty and unemployment. In a marginalised world order, the developing countries are part of the world order only with great hope.  For the developing countries, even at the end of colonialism, the present world order remains hierarchical, dominating and no less imperial with its neo-colonial tendencies both in economic, political and cultural. Inequality between and among states is high. For the developing countries, it is a marginalized order with trickling benefits, often not enough to place them in a dominant position in world affairs.  
Secondly, Developing countries are not part of dominant powers. The developing countries continue to be the dependent one except for China and India which has proven to stand out and become economically strong.

Lastly, the fact that developing countries such as China are making great impacts in the world today cannot be ignored. China and to some extent, India is changing the global landscape, politics and economic order. 

China is the world's largest manufacturing economy and exporter of goods. It is also the world's fastest-growing consumer market and second-largest importer of goods. China is a net importer of services products. It is the largest trading nation in the world and plays a prominent role in international trade and has increasingly engaged in trade organizations and treaties in recent years. The economy of China has transitioned from a centrally-planned system to a more market-oriented economy, which as of 2019 ranked as the second largest in the world by nominal GDP and as of 2017 the largest in the world by purchasing power parity. China has the world's fastest-growing major economy, with growth rates averaging 6% over 30 years. China's goods penetrate all countries of the world and threaten local industries. China is responding to issues and crises all over the world and is offering assistance more than before and has been of great assistance to third world countries like granting debt relief. Also, in the current COVID-19 pandemic, China is known to have been handling the crisis better than the US and other European countries. In the International forum, China has risen as a challenger to the United States, in terms of aid; China has been the destination country for other developing countries, particularly due to its unconditional loans. Its Belt and Road initiative to support countries with infrastructural deficits have received praises, even though not without shortcoming. 
CONCLUSION

Developing countries form the largest number of the world population, and there are yet to be many other countries rising and resilient just like China. In aggregate, the challenging roles of the developing countries are still minimal and marginal. The developing countries believe that world order is either marginal or chaotic for them and thus, the need to address it otherwise the credibility of contemporary world order may come under question. The contemporary world order is dominated by the rich countries as they have more leverage over the poor or LDC's.
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